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AN 
HERETICAL HISTORY, 
COLLECTED FROM 
ORIGINAL AUTHORS. 


IN WHICH IS SHEWN 


The Orrcin, Doctrine, PRocRess, CENSURES 
paſſed upon, and Crances of, the ſeveral 
| Religious Syſtems of the earlier iſs. 
Weald — 
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BoeCopyprha, &. We wallow, indeed, in the mire, by 
publiſhing theſe things. But, leſt any one ſhould fall into 
the mire of theſe Heretics from mere ignorance, I pur- 
poſely, and knowingly, defile my own mouth, and the 
ears of the Auditors, becauſe it 1s beneficial; for it is 
much better to hear abſurdity and filthineſs in accuſing 
others, than to fall into them out of 1gnorance ; much 
better to be informed of the mire, than, for want of 
information, to fall into it. | 

St. Cyril, page 53. Lutet. 1640. 
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N HERETICAL HisToRY, com- 
& poſed with judgement and candor, 
and drawn with diſcernment and induſtry 


from the beſt ſources, has been long 


wanted. The ſubject is worthy of a 


Veteran in Literature. When I had firſt 


formed the ſcheme of the undertaking, 
reflection on my inexperience diſcouraged 
me. I proceeded with diffidence: and 
the very ſuſpicion of my ſtrength was not 
unſerviceable to its improvement, by in- 
citing and augmenting the diligence of my 
enquiries, That this is my firſt attempt 
in the literary way, far from being an 
objection, will rather, I am perſuaded, 
plead for the favour of the Public, which 
has ſeldom been with-held from the ar- 


dor and diligence of Youth. It will 


ſeem a pleaſure to the ingenious to find 
my tew vacant hours ſo uſefully engaged, 
and 


rt 


* 


i ee. 


and that juvenile warmth dedicated th 


Literature, which is, but too commonly, 
ſpent in a worſe ſervice. It has been my 
ambition, in the whole conduct of the 
Work, to deſerve their favour: and, I 
doubt not, in what parts ſoever I have 
failed, their allowances will be made to 
the "af and well-aimed attempts of. 


Youth... 


1 "A hitherto addreſſed myſelf to the 
reaſonable part of my Readers. There is 
a ſet of arbitrary Gentlemen, called 
CRITICS, whoſe good word is ſo ſparingly 
dealt out to the living, eſpecially to young 
Writers, that it might be thought daring 
in me to beſpeak, or to expect it. They 
will tell me, perhaps, that I have miſ- 
taken my forte, and fancied an impulſe 


of genius where was only a mere effluence 


2 morbo ſcribendi, Some may ſay my 
amuſements are too ſolemn ; others, that 
my labours are trifling ; and, that I ſtand ' 


accountable for much waſte of time and 


paper. 
1 admit | 


Pp R E FA CO ws 
f admit, I might, unhappily, have been 
partial to my labours. Partiality towards 
our own productions is, I preſume, a 
branch of original fin, and peculiarly de- 
volves under your care. It is a moſt per- 
nicious, though the moſt delicious, of 
prejudices; it inebriates the mind, pre- 
vents the diſcovery, and obſtructs the 
corrections, of a thouſand errors. It 
lurketh like a rock in the harbour, upon 
which many candidates for literary fame, 
riding in ſecure with fails expanded, have 
pplit irretrievably, and gone to the bot- 
tom. For the putting a check upon ſuch 
5 adventurous folly, CRITICISM was inſti- 
Þ tuted; a noble art, while in the ſervice of 
X Truth, and under the influence of the 
* Graces ; while, tender of modeſt diligence, 
Wit ſhakes its ſcourges at preſumptuous 
3 ignorance; refines our taſte, reſtrains pe- 


Conſcious of my own inability, and the 
difficulty of the taſk, I have not vanity to 


Aa 1 think 


iv PR E FA C E. 
think I merit applauſe: if I find my la- 
bours are not altogether diſapproved, I 
ſhall be content; and ſhall never regret 
my having dipped my pena in ink. 


„ The Author propoſes to continue the following Papers 


down to the preſent time, in which the extravagant tenets of 
eur modern Fanatics will be compared with thoſe of the 
_ earlier ages, and their plagiariſm detected. 


8 * 


AY 


„ 


PRELIMINARY 


DISCOURSE. 


HE Chriſtian Church has never been with- 
out its enemies. In the early days of the 
Apoſtles we find it diſtracted with diviſions: 
falſe Apoſtles, falſe Teachers, Heretics and 
| Apoſtates were then too common amon oſt them. 
No ſooner had our bleſſed Saviour riſen from 
the dead, than Hjmenziis and Philetus, with 
Alexander, inflexibly deny the Reſurrection. 


Hermogenes and Demas*, not a long time after, 


appear in arms to attack the Divinity of Curisr, 
and to overturn the foundation of his Church : 
a 2 and 


* See accounts of theſe men accurately given by V1- 
TRINGA, Obſerv. Sacr. lib. iv. c. ix. p. 952. ITTi61us de 
Hæreſiarchis Avi Apoſt. F. 1. c. viii. p. 84. Buppevs, 
de Eccl. Apoſt. c. v. p. 292. See alſo 2 Tim. II. 11, &c. 


iv PR EF ACE. 
think I merit applauſe: if I find my la- 

| bours are not altogether diſapproved, I 
ſhall be content; and ſhall never regret 
my having dipped my pen in ink. 


„ The Author propoſes to continue the following Papers 


down to the preſent time, in which the extravagant tenets of 
eur modern Fanatics will be compared with thoſe of the 
earlier ages, and their plagiariſm detected. 
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PRELIMINARY 


DISCOURSE. 


HE Chriſtian Church has never been with- 

out its enemies. In the early days of the 
Apoſtles we find it diſtracted with diviſions: 
falſe Apoſtles, falſe Teachers, Heretics and 
Apoſtates were then too common amongſt them. 


No ſooner had our bleſſed Saviour riſen from 


the dead, than Hjmenzus and Philetus, with 
Alexander, inflexibly deny the Reſurrection. 


Hermogenes and Demas*, not a long time after, 


appear in arms to attack the Divinity of CurisT, 
and to overturn the foundation of his Church : 
a 2 and 


* See accounts of theſe men accurately given by Vi- 
TRINGA, Obſerv. Sacr. lib. iv. c. ix. p. 952. ITTio1us de 
Hzrefiarchis Avi Apoſt. F. 1. c. viii. p. 84. BuDpevs, 
de Eccl. Apoſt. c. v. p. 292. See alſo 2 Tim. II. 11, &c.  . 
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vi PRELIMINARY 
and are recorded by the Apoſtolic Writers, . to 


poſterity, as Heretics. What confuſions in the 
Church did not the Anti-Trinitarian Heretics, 
Arins, Macedonius, and Socinus, occaſion! What 
agitations, the proud doctrine of Pelagius, led 


aſtray by the falſe maxims of Philoſophy, which 


about that time had crept into the Church! 
But, to paſs over the Heretics of the earlier ages, 


for it would be needleſs for me here to enume- 
rate them, or repeat their tenets, let us, for a 


moment, recollect the trouble and miſeries our 
own Country has been involved in by the arts of 
Deceivers. Never, perhaps, was nation more 
abuſed by ſpiritual Enthuſiaſts than England, in 
the times preceding and during the Civil Wars. 
Religion was - indiſcriminately toſſed about in 
an ocean of confuſions and calamities. Each 
bold Zealot aſſumed to be an infallible ex- 
pounder of the Bible he could ſcarcely read. 


Artificers, under pretence of ſpecial calls, de- 


ſerting their trade, travelled abroad to declare 
revelations and new doctrines : ſound reaſoning 
was no longer valued, in compariſon of noiſe and 
wild tranſport: Learning was cried down, as 
carnal wiſdom; Morals, as beggarly elements, 


the ſtudy of Heathen Men, True Religion did 


long expoſtulate, and reprove theſe doings; but 


a giddy multitude would not hear, True Reli- 


gion 
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DISCOURSE. vii 
gion did weep in private; while Hypo- 


criſy trumpeted, and Enthuſiaſm raved, and 


Nonſenſe and Blaſphemy were over- bearing, in 
the ſtreets, in the aſſemblies, and in the churches. 
Let Hiſtory tell what was the conſequence 
of theſe proceedings; how, in a few years, 
all rule, and order, and law, were ſubverted ; 
and tumult and rapine, barbarity and murder, 
(the fruits of Antinomian principles) afoſe, and 
ſpread their horrors through the land, like a 
continual hurricane, laying every thing waſte 


before it. Then it was, that, for the firſt 


« time, the world ſaw revolted ſubjects forci- 
« bly ſeizing and dragging to priſon a King, 
«© whoſe only crime was having borne too pa- 
cc tiently their firſt acts of ſedition; a Parliament, 
« with one hand ſtriking at Biſhops, and lift- 
<« ing the other againſt the head of their Sove- 
« reign; indecently accuſing, impudently ſlan- 
5 dering him, unjuſtly condemning him, lead- 
ing him to the ſcaffold like ſo many beaſts of 


© prey; furiouſly executing him; and the 


<«« people, aſtoniſhed and giddy at the execrable 
« paricide, drinking large draughts of the ine- 
« briating principles of Fanaticiſm and Inde- 
« pendance“ I fear we are loſing the re- 
membrance of thoſe ſad confuſions ; we grow 


unmindful of them too ſoon. It is a ſign we 


a 3 "x. 
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vii PRELIMINARY 


are unmindful of them, if now, when Fanati- 


in the cauſe of Gop, to be aſſociated to 
_ converſion of ſouls to CRHRISTHͤHJ]; a great and 


— — ü w > 22 
—— —— — 2 — — 1 * 


ciſm is reviving, and growing apace upon us 


again, we can behold this with unconcern, or 


not oppoſe our 1ntreaties and remonſtrances 
againſt the ſpreading of ſuch an evil. 


A Sect, newly ſtarted up like a rank weed 


among vs, would appear to be the warmeſt, 
trueſt friends to Religion. They profeſs to embark 


good work, and to which, if conducted with 
truth, as well as diligence, with judgement, 
as well as ardour, every ſincere Chriſtian muſt 
wiſh ſucceſs! Charity induces us to hope, that 


their intentions are good. Piety calls us to la- 


ment when ſuch an undertaking is ſpoiled by 
the unſkilfulneſs, or the precipitancy, or the 
harſhneſs, of the hands which engage therein. 
Infinite confuſion has been wrought in former 
times by perſons intenſely zealous for CHRISTHH; 
when once Chriſtian Patience and mercy have 
been caſt aſide, and wild-fire and thunder 
mingled in their zeal. The new converters in 


our times have zeal, without queſtion ; but of _ 


management and conduct of their zeal there is 
much reaſon to complain. 
Controverſial ſubjects are not the moſt plea- 
ling; unwillingly I enter upon them. But, 
p g muſt 
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Disco, 2 
muſt we ſuffer a cauſeleſs clamor, and not com- 


3 plain? Muſt we hear all our comfort and hope 
2 aſcribed to the illuſion of the Devil; our beſt in- 
or rentioned ſervices numbered with the works of 
es damnation; and, under ſuch invectives, be ſilent? 

| —Forbid it, Heaven! that I ſhould inveigh 
e 


againſt them, as they daily inveigh againſt us; 1 
but I may have liberty, I hope, to ſtate the con- 3 
E Þ troverſy depending between us and them. 


*Y 
ne Let us begin, where they begin, with the 
id dcoectrine of FREE-GRACE. We believe, as the 
th Scripture has taught us, that the beſt ſervices of 
it, frail Man are unprofitable to Gop; that we were 
iſt finners from nature, under the juſt ſentence of 
at his diſpleaſure; and any righteouſneſs of our own 
a- cannot abſolve us from it; any good thing that 
by we do, cannot be taken in exchange for the 
he puniſhment we have deſerved. Wherefore, the 
in. greater is our joy, that Gop accepts us to mercy, 
er and juſtifies us freely by his Grace. It is pure 
+3 and voluntary goodneſs in him ; favour freely 
Ve conferred, which we did not merit, which we 
ler could not claim; and for which we cannat make 
in 1 ſufficient return. This doctrine is ſalutary, 
of 1 glorious to God, and moſt comfortable to Man. 
hut can ve ſay ſo of that gloſs which the Teach- 
ers of Mærhopisn put upon it? Can you be- 
Aa- lieve them, when, in the name of the moſt 
ut, Holy God, they declare, that his acceptance, 
uſt 3 = a 4 "mn 


x PRELIMINARY L 
his favour, is offered to Sinners, under #o terms, 
or conditions, or reſtrictions at all When 
they teach, that xo/hing is required, not ſo much 
as repentance, in order to Salvation; becauſe, ſay 
they, this Grace 1s free?---Did our Saviour 
Cnz1sT thus preach, whoſe firſt | inſtructions to 
the Calileans was, Repent ye, and believe? Did 
the Apoitles of Jzsvs offer pardon uncondi- 4 
.= tioned?---Did they not command men to repent, 
i | and be converted, that their fins may be blotted out ? 
| Was Faith ſufficient in the ſorcerer Simon? or 
| was he not enjoined to repent of bis wickedneſs, =. 
| and pray to Gon, if perhaps the thought of his | 
li heart may be forgiven him? 
| The clemency of a Prince is ſhewn in grant- 
ing to criminals a free pardon, i, e. unincumbered 0 
| with any fine, clear of any payment; yet, fuch 
dclemency is not proſtituted to the ſtubborn and 
unrepenting: tokens are firſt required of the 
[ humiliation of the offender, elſe pardon is not 
granted; and care 1s to be taken, that he 
offend no more, elſe the pardon is reyoked, In 
like mannner, a holy and gracious Gop deals 
with us. We muſt repent of our Sins, elſe 
remiſſion of them paſſes not. The moſt peni- 
rent are able to make him no ſatisfattionz, = 
therefore, the Grace is free. Gop will not a © 
deſert his laws, as to pardon the groſs viola- 
tion of them without requiring earneſt purpoſes 
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3 DISCOURSE. x 
of obedience for the time to eome. He is 
inflexible in his love of holineſs, even while 
he juſtifieth the ungodly. That doctrine, which 
makes a different repreſentation of him, is cer- 
tainly injurious to the perfections of his great 
name: that preaching, which ſets the Grace 
of the Goſpel looſe from all conditions, is inju- 
rious to the ſouls of Men; gives encourage- 
ment to the vicious, to whom repentance is al- 
ways irkſome; flatters the falſe peace of the 
extortioner, to whom reſtitution is eſpecially 
diſtaſteful; and induces the vileſt malefactors 
to die without abhorrence of their crimes, 
and yet with all aſſurance of Salvation. Is not 
this obſtructing the good influence of Chriſtia- 
nity, and defeating the end of the command- 
ment ?---Yet we ſhall ſee, that theſe Friends of 
Religion ſpare not to inflict upon her deeper 
wounds than theſe, in the great ſtrefs they lay 
upon Faitb, and then appropriating it all to them- 
ſelves, They inſiſt, that we have not the true, 
lively, juſtifying Faith : they glory in ſuch 
Faith, as the product of their Tabernacle alone, 
It may be talked of amongſt us, it may be con- 
feſſed with the mouth : but amongſt them, it 
ſeizes, it raviſhes, it fills the heart. Our way 
of reaſoning, and mild exhortation, is repre- 
| #ned as not proper to excite a Goſpel-Faith ; 

ſuch 
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xĩi PRELIMINARY 
ſuch as accompanies the Word, as preached by 
12 — with Power. 

What they call powerful n is well 
ee It is with much eagerneſs, with boi- 
ſterous agitation, wildneſs of mien; with moſt 
paſſionate endearments, with menaces full of 
horror; with confidence of an inward and over- 
ruling inſpiration. And the Faith, which ſuch 


preaching excites, is like unto it ;---that Faith 


is hot, full of extaſy, preſumptuous. 

The other ſingularities and tenets of this Se& 
are the leſs neceſſary to be conſidered here; as 
there is ſmall appearance of the doctrines being 
founded on the ſure word of the Goſpel ; as they 
are more evidently built upon fancy, a ground 
more unſtable, more rolling than the ſands ; 
ſuch, as their placing the Works of Regenera- 
tion, and the proof of Divine Favour, in certain 
inward movings, feelings, and rapturous percep- 
tions of God's preſence, which the Goſpel has 
no where taught us to expect: whereby they 
ſubject the minds of Men to all the power of 
melancholy ; make the peace of Chriſtians 
depend on mere phantoms ; lift up. thoſe to a 
moſt vain confidence, whoſe working imagina- 
tion can indulge them fuch joyous viſions; and 
plunge others down into utter deſpair, that are 
of too cold, too feeble a ſpirit, to be capable 


of them. 


Cloſely 


DISCOURSE. xiii 


_ Cloſely connected with this, is their doftrine 


of indubitable Perſeverance; aſſuring to every 


Man, who has once experienced THEIR tokens 


of Grace, that he can never fall away ; that it 
is impoſſible he ſhould finally miſcarry : where- 
by they take off that care of the good Chriſtian 
over himſelf, which is the proper armour againſt 
temptation ; or elſe excite too great impatience 
for the Mansion in Heaven, ſuppoſed already 
to be his own; and, in conſequence, a total 
neglect of his worldly calling, and of the duty 
he owes to the Public, his Friends, his Family. 
What heart, truly religious, grieves not at 
theſe abuſes of Religion ? theſe wounds, that 
reach into its vital and moſt ſubſtantial part! 
Wounds, not inflicted by enemies, or in the 
gate of ſtrangers, but by Profeſſors of God- 
lineſs, even in the Houſe of its Friends! This 
may be joy, indeed, to the enemies of the 
Goſpel ; to ſee the fences of Orthodox and Ca- 
tholic Communion broken down, and that Reli- 
gion trampled on by thoſe who had once 


ſolemnly ſworn to defend it, This may be 
pleaſure, indeed, to the adverſaries of CyrirsT; 
to ſee Faith running into frenzy; Faith aſſuming 


to be the whole of Religion, and condemning the 


ſpirit of obedience as a ſpirit of bondage. But 
theſe things will be grief to every thoughtfvl 
Chriſtian, who yet hath ſufficient ſupport in 

that 
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ww PRELIMINARY 
that warning of the Apoſtle: There muſt be 


Herefies among ft you, that they which are proved 


may ve made manifeſt. 


The Studious will, I flatter myſelf, make 


their obſervations on this Work, whatever 


faults they ſhall meet with in fixing the dates, 


& c. I beg permiſſion to remind them that they 


are not mine, but are chargeable upon the 
following learned and judicious Writers. 


Euſebii, Socratis, Sozomeni, Theodoreti, &c. 


Hiſtoria Eccleſiaſtica, Græce & Latine, cum 
Annot. Valeſii. Fol. Cantab. 3 vol. 1720. 


Marii Mercatoris Opera, cum Notis Steph. 
Baluzii, 8vo. With regard to the Pelagians. 

Sti. Auguſtini Opera. Fol. Paris, 1679, 8 vol. 

Sti. Irenzi Opera a Benedictinis. Fol. Paris, 
1 

Tertulliani Opera. F olio, Paris, 1664. 

Sti. Epiphanii Opera, Græce & Latine. Folie. 


Paris, 1622. 


Ruffini Opera. Folio, Paris, 1380. 
Liberati Breviarium. Paris, 1675. | 
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nie xv 
Ootatus, de Schiſmate Donatiſtarum Libri 


PILE 


VII. Folio, Paris, 167g. 
Sulpicii Severi Hiſtoria Eccleſiaſtica, & alia 


ejus Opera, cum Notis Voſſii & Joan. Clerici, i in 
8vo. Lipſiæ, 1709. 
Gulielmus Cave, Primitivus Chriſtianiſmus, 


8 vo. Lond. 1679. 
Claude Fleury, Hiſtoire Eccleſiaſtique J. * 


juſqu' au commencement du XV * 4to. 
Par. 691. 20 vols. 

Continuation de PHiſtoire Ecdefiaftique de M. 
> YAbbe Fleury, depuis le Commencement du 
1 Xe Siecle juſqu'en 1722, 4to. Par. 16 vol. 

* Sebaſtien le Nain de Tillemont, Memoires pour 
| ſervir a I' Hiſtoire — 4to. Par. 


2 1693, 16 vol. 


* CGodefroy Hermont, Vie de 8. Athanaſe. 4to, 
1 Par. 1671. 

Vie de St. Ferome, par Dom. Jean Martianai, 
Religieux Benedictin de la Congregation de St. 
Maur. 4to, Par. 1706. 

= Hiſtoire Critique de Manichee & du Mani- 
2 cheiſme, par M. de Beauſobre, 4to. Amſt. 1734. 
* Le Pere Doucin, Jeſuite, Hiſtoire de VOri- 
| b geniſme, 12mo. Paris. 

-— Hiſtoire du Wann 
Ato. Par. 1696. 

M. Boſſuet, Eveque de Meaux, Hiſtoire des 
Vari- 


xii PRELIMINARY, &c: 
Variations des Egliſes Proteſtantes, 4. Par. 
1688. 

Ceſar Baronius's Eccleſiaſtical and Martyro- 
logical Annals. 

Iitigius, de Hæreſibus Evi Apoſt. 

Fones's Method of ſettling the Canonical 
Authority of the New Teſtament. 

Jo. Laur. Moſheimii Inſtit. Hiſt. Eeclef. 
Antiq. & recent.---Helmſtadi. 


M. Jablonſti de Regno Millenario Cerinthi, 
Printed at Francfort. 


Spanbemii Hiſt. Chriſt. 
24 00 62 


THE 


C Deterior eſt qui recedit ab Eccleſiæ 
cc concordia, & in Hæreſin aut Schiſma 
« demigrat, quam qui impure vivit ſalvis 
% dogmatibus.” 


Eras. de Eccl. Concordia, p. 113. 
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HERETICAL HISTORY 


OF THE 


FIRST CENTURY. 


THE SIMONIANS. 


Cent. I, A. D. 38. 


HE author of this ſe&, which was 
the firſt that. diſturbed the Chriſtian 
Church, was one Simon Magus. This 
© father and founder of Hereſy was born at 
ale, in Samaria(a), where he rendered 
himſelf famous by his magic powers. In the 

I year 34 he was baptized by St. Philip, probably, 

with a deſign to inſinuate himſelf with that 

Deacon, and to learn the art by which he 

— he wrought his miracles; and ſoon 

B | after 


- 8 
1 N 


(a) Fleur. 27. 28. Clementin. Homil. ii. p. 633. 


2 THE SIMONIANS. [Cent. I. 
after offered to purchaſe, of the Apoſtles Peter 
and John, the power of conferring the Holy 
Ghoſt by impoſition of hands. Peter rejecting 
the offer, and ſolemnly upbraiding him for his 
impiety, exhorted him to repent(ꝰ); and he, 


poſſibly, fearing he might be made an example of 


diſſimulation, as Ananias had been before, 
begged the Apoſtle” s prayers. How ſlight and 
inſincere his penitence was, will appear from 
his horrid blaſphemies. He travelled from 
Samaria into ſeveral provinces, accompanied with 
2 woman named Selena, or Helena, whom he 
had bought at Tyre, where ſhe had been a proſti- 
tuted ſlave ; calling her the firſt conception of his 
mind, and by whoſe grace believers were to be 
ſaved. Being corrupted firſt by the Angels, 
ſhe paſſed by Tranſmigration into divers female 
bodies, and became in time that famous Helena 


who - occaſioned the Trojan war: for which 


reaſon, Ste/ichorur, having defamed her in his 
verſes, was puniſhed with the loſs of his eyes; 
but afterwards repenting, and writing hymns to 
her praiſe, he recovered his ſight. After this ſhe 
| Paſſed from one body into another ſucceſſively, 
debauched in all, till Simon purchaſed her from 
the Stew where ſhe was proſtituted. This was 


the Joſt Sheep in the Goſpel. And mankind had 
nothing now to do, but to believe in him and 


her 


.) Acts, e. viii. 


„ Oo ww vw *'7 
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A. D. 38] THE SIMONIANS. 3 
her; and to live without fear or ſhame, in all 
manner. of licentiouſneſs(c). Several ancient 
writers ſpeak of his being at Rome; but as, 
perhaps, herein they follow Juſtin Martyr(4), ſo 
he might have entertained this opinion through 
a miſtake of the ſtatue of the God Semon 
Sangus, which he ſuppoſed to have been dedicated 


to Simon Magus. The common ſtory of his death 


is fabulous. A thing ſo remarkable would not 
have been paſſed over in ſilence by the Roman 
Writers, Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny; &c. much 
leſs by the Roman Fathers and Biſhops of the 
three. firſt centuries*. The Simonian Myſtic 
Prieſts lived in continual debauchery, applied 
themſelves to magic, to communicate love, 
and the explanation of dreams, on which 
occaſion they conſtantly invocated Angels. This 


ſect was not perſecuted; however it did not 


ſubſiſt in any part of the earth 200 years after- 
wards. It was extinguiſhed, according to 


Danzus, by the Menandrian Hereſyf. 
B 2 THEIR 


(e) Epiph. 5 5. Theod. 192. Iren. 94. (4) S. Juſt. Apol. I. 69. 


(5) The Reader will find much ſatis faction from Van Dale's 
diſſertation, De Sratua Simonis, on the ſubject of Simon's tra- 
gical end. Alſo from Deylingius, Ob/erv. Sacr. L. I. objerv:. 
xxxvi. ; 


(+) In the ancient ſpurious book called St. Clement's 
Recognitions, it is ſaid that Simon Magus confeſſed to one 
of his companions that he wrought all his amaziug works by 
the help of the Soul of a healthy [unpolluted, Fortin] young 


boy, that had been violently put to death. {for that purpoſe 
wk + wh | ct Middleton] 


4 THE SIMONIANS. Cent. I. 
THEIR DOCTRINE. £ 
The Doctrine of Simon Magus was a medley 
ſyſtem patched up out of the Philoſophy of 
Plato, the religious maxims of the Heathens, 
and of Chriſtianity, From the Platoniſts he 
ſeems to have borrowed the peculiar ſentiments 
he entertained of the Angels, whereby he was 
led to that undue veneration of them, as to pay 
them divine worſhip, and repreſented them 
as Mediators between God and Men; to which 
ſuperſtitious worſhip of Angels, St. Paul ſeems 
to allude in the Epiſtle to the Coloſſians. He 
taught his Diſciples, | 
1. That he was the ſupreme God(a), who 
on Mount Sinai gave the law to Moſes in the 
perſon, of the Father ; in the reign of Tiberius 
| | Was 


Middleton] Pueri, inquit, incorrupti & violenter necati animam 


adjuramentis tneffabilibus euocatum adſiſtere mibi fecit, & per 


ipſam fit omne quod jubeo.— L. II. c. 13. 


The reaſon given why they uſed to invocate the ſouls of 
thoſe who ſuffered a violent death, is, becauſe ſuch ſpirits were 
believed to be the moſt malevolent, ¶ Hanc (Sagam) volitant 
anime circum ſua fata querentes. Tibull. I. 5. 5 I. ] and ready 
to perpetrate on others the ſame acts of violence which they 

had injuriouſly ſuffered themſelves. Itague inwocantur quidem 
a ori (they who die untimely) & bizothanati, ſub 15 fidei 
argumento, quod credibile videatur, eas potiſſimim animas ad 
vim & injuriam facere, quas per vim & injuriam ſæuus & in- 
maturus finis extorſit, guaſi ad vicem offen/e, ('Tertull. de anima 
— c. 57—See alſo Cypr. de Idol. vanit.) - Myſteria guædam 


excogitaverunt adeo ut extra inſpecturi, immolarent T&gas 


a phopus (Pueros impuberes) Socrates III. 13. 
(.) Origen adv. Celſum, L. v. p · 272. 


AD. 387 THE. -SIMONIANS. 5 


was ſuppoſed to appear to the Jews in the per- 
ſon of the Son; and afterwards came upon the 
Apoſtles in fiery Tongues as the Holy Ghoſt. — 

II. That women ought ta be common(S), 

III. That the images of himſelf and * 
ought to be worſhiped. _ 

IV. That the worſhip of Angels was a 
able(c). 
V. That magic, charms, &c. were commend- 
able(a). 

VI. That the law of Moſes was the invention 
of evil Angels. This is aſcribed to him by St. 
Epiphanius, but is inconſiſtent with his firſt 
blaſphemy. 

VII. That Helena was the Holy Ghoſt, and 


mother of all human ſouls*. This error is like- 


wiſe given him by Epiphanius, and is alſo incon- 


ſiſtent with his firſt blaſphemy. 


VIII. That there would be no refurreQion 
of — body. 5 
8 B 3 THE 


(3) Aug. de Hæreſ. c. 1. (e) Theod. (4) Iren. 


* Some learned writers have attempted an allegorical 
explication of the account we have of Helena, by imagining 
by the name Helena is ſignified either matter or ſpirit. But 
it would be needleſs here to ſhew upon what Jight founda.- 


, fon * opinion 1s built. 
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THE EBIONIT ESL. 
A. D. 45. 

HE IR Author was one Ebion, who called 
1 himſelf a Jew, though born at Cocoba, a 
ſmall town in Samaria(a). Whilſt the Chriſtians 
; in Jeruſalem were at Pella, a city of Decapolis, 
whither they had retired during the fiege of 
Jeruſalem, he lived at a town called Cacerta, 
not far diſtant, in the county of Baſan( ). His 
name Ebion ſignifies a Poor man; and althaugh 
he had received it at his birth, his diſciples 
valued themſelves upon it, pretending to the 
religious poverty of thoſe, who had laid the 
price of their goods at the (c) Apoſtles' feet (4). 
They revered Jeruſalem as the houſe of Gad, 
and held the obſervation of the law of Moſes to 
be neceſſary to ſalvation; conſequently they 
| kept 
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(a) Danæus. (2) Ech. 261. (e) Fleury I. 1 
| | (4) Fleury Ech. 1 


() The name Ebionites, Origen and Euſebius + ſuppoſe 
to have. been given them from the word Ebion, fignifying a 
deſpicable man ; becauſe they entertained mean ſentiments of 
Fejus Chrift, eſteeming him meer man. St. Trenæus has not 
recorded the head of this ſet. See Ittigius de Hær. Evi 


Apoſt. 


+ Orig. de prineip. L. 4. c. 2. Euſeb. L. 3. c. 21, T 
˖ Hear, Fab. L. 2. c. 1. , * 


AD. 45, THE EBIONITES. 2 


kept the Jewiſh Sabbath; but to ſhew them- 


| ſelves Chriſtians, they allo obſerved the firſt day 
of the week like the reft of the faithful, uſed 


baptiſm, and conſecrated the Euchariſt, but put 
only water into the chalice(a). They condemn'd 
the uſe of fleſh, as being unclean, becauſe pro- 
ducedby copulation(S), and obliged all that be- 
came of their ſect to marry, even before they were 


of ripe age; and allowed plurality of wives. 


According to Echard, they received all the 
writings of the Old Teſtament ; but. Fleury ſays, 


they rejected all the Prophets from the time of 


Foſhua, as Sampſon, David, Solomon, and even. 
Elias himſelf. They rejected all the New 
Teſtament, but St. Mathew's Goſpel, or rather 
the Goſpel according to the Hebrews, or Naza- 
renes, wherein the former was corrupted and 


mutilated, particularly by cutting off the gene- 


alogy. (c)They called themſelves the diſciples. 


of St. Peter, rejecting St. Paul, whom they 


accuſed of ſeveral crimes ; alkdging, that he 
was not originally a Jew, but a Gentile Proſelite, 
who being at Jeruſalem wiſh'd to marry the 
daughter of a certain Prieſt, and for that pur- 
poſe had cauſed himſelf to be circumciſed; but 
that, not being able to obtain her, he out of 
revenge ſet himfelf to oppoſe the circumciſion. 


and! 


(a) Danæus. (3) Fleury I. 137» (c) Fleury. 


$ THE. EBIONITES. [cent. I. 
and the law*. Ebion began his Hereſy about the 
year 45 Dufreznoy, 71 Cave, Marſhall, Echard, 
77 Daneus, 88 Tillemont. | 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That the Father is the true God. 
II. That Jeſus was a meer Man, born of Foſzph 
and Mary, according to the ordinary courſe of 
nature. GUNN. 7 
III. (a) That circumciſion, and the reſt of the 
ceremonial law inſtituted by Moſes,” were obli- 
gatory upon Chriſtians. 3 
IV. (2) That Cod had given the dominion of all 
things to two perſons, namely, Chrift and the 
Devil; that the latter hath full power in this 
world, and that the former would have full power 
in that which is to come. . 
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(a) Auft, (6) Stack. Div. 134. 


(*) The true reaſon of their holding St. Paul in ſuch diſ- 
reſpect was, perhaps, on account of his ſentiments being 
ſo very different from them, concerning the obligation of 
ie ceremonial law, and his having oppoſed the obſervance 
of it in the warmeſt manner; ſo, of conſequence they held 
this Apoſtle, and his writings, in the utmoſt abhorrence. 
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THE CERINTHIANS. 
A. D. 54. 

E ringleader of this ſect was one Ceren · 
thus( a), a Jew; a zealous defender of the 
circumciſion, as well as the Ebionites and Naza- 
renes. In the year 39 he conteſted with St. Peter 
about the converſion of Cornelius(b). In 48 St. 
Epiphanius ſays, he was head of the faction which 
roſe at Jeruſalem againſt St. Peter, on account of 
ſome circumciſed perſons with whom that Apoſtle 
had eaten. Soon after, he was a principal in the 
_ diſturbance raiſed at Antioch, in Syria, contending 
for the neceſlity of circumciſion(c). He travelled 
into Egypt, and having applied himſelf to Phi- 
loſophy at Alexandria(d), he ſpread the errors he 
had conceived with regard to the divinity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, through Syria, and Aſia Minor. 
In 62 St. Paul is ſuppoſed to cenſure him in ſome 
of his epiſtles, particularly that to the Colaſſiaus. 
About 82, the Apoſtle John, with ſome others, 
going into a bath at Epheſus, and perceiving 
Cerintbus there, he turned back again with great 
abhorrence,exclaiming, © Let us, my friends, fly 

inſtantly 


(a) Iren. L. 1. c. 26. Epiph. 28. Euſeb. L. 7. e. . 
() Acts. xi. 2 (e) Acts, xv. 1. (a) Theod. Fab. 
Heret, L. II. e. III. Tom. III. = "2 
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10 THE CERINTHIANS. [Cent. I. 


inſtantly this place, leſt the building fall. on 
our heads, ſince Cerinthus, the enemy of God 
and his truth, is in it”. In the year 98 the ſame 
Apoſtle wrote his goſpel, ſays Jerom, againſt 
Cerinthus ; Irenzus ſays St. John wrote it againſt 
Cerinthus and the Nicolaitans. Cerinthus, pre- 
tending to be endued with a prophetic ſpirit, 
publiſhed many prophecies and revelations which 
he faid were imparted to him by Angels. He 
firſt broached his Hereſy about the year 
54(a). Cave and Marſhall place it in the year 
80, and Danæus 95. Cerinthus was the firſt 
Chiliaſt or Millenary, after whom it was main- 


- tained by Papias Biſhop of Aden in the 


ſecond century. i 


THEIR DOCTRINES. 

I. Cerinthus taught that the Creator of this 
world, whom he conſidered alſo as the ſovereign 
and law-giver of the Jewiſh people, was a leing 
endowed with the greateſt virtues, and derived 
his birth from the ſupreme God; that this being 
fell by degrees from his native virtue, and his 
primitive dignity ; that the ſupreme God, in 
conſequence of this, determined to deſtroy his 
empire, and ſent upon earth, for this purpoſe, 
one of the very happy, and glorious | Eons, 
whole name was CERRIST. 


: II. 
(a) Tillem. 5 


Ab. 54) THE CERINTHIANS. tx 


IT. That Jzsvs was not born of a Virgin, 
by the extraordinary intervention of the 
Holy Spirit; but from his parents Joseen and 
Mary, according to the common laws of 
nature. | | 

III. That Jasus being baptized i in the waters 
of Jordan, CuRIST defcented in the form of a 


Dove, and entered into him, and filled him with 


knowledge, wiſdom and power. 

IV. That Jzsvs, after his union with Cunrsr, 
oppoſed himſelf with vigour to the God of the 
Jews, and was, by his inftigation, ſeized and 


| crucified by the Hebrews. 


v. Thatwhen Jzsus was taken captive,Carrsr 
aſcended up on high; ſo that the Man Jzsvs, 
only, was ſubjected to the pains of an igno- 


minious death. 
VI. That after the Reſurrection of the Body, 


| ſhould commence a thouſand years of the moſt 
exquiſite delights, during which time Chxisæ was 


to reign with them on the earth, which was to 
be ſucceeded by a happy and never-ending life 
in the celeſtial world. 

VI. They received part of Saint Matthew's 
Goſpel, only, rejecting every thing elſe, particu- 


larly the Epiſtles of St. Paul, whom they had 1 in 
great abomination. 


THE 
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THE OSSENIANS. 
41 . A. D. 50. 


Wu E fo called, perhaps-in alluſion to 
the Eſſenes, a ſect among the Jews, We 


find them mentioned by Epiphanius. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. | 
I. That Faith may and ought to be diſſembled. 


II. (a) That Prayer ſhould not be uſed in a 
known language. 


(a) Epiph. 
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HYMENAUS any PHILET US. 
A. D. 55. | 


; apy did not give name to any particular 
ſe&t.—(5)St. Paul excommunicated the 


former in the year 64. 
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THEIR DOCTRINE, x 

1. ( That theReſurrection is already paſſed. 
. (0% That it conſiſted in the renovation of 
che mind, or in riſing from ſin to righteouſneſs. 
II. (e) And, conſequently, that there Vs 
be no reſurrection of the body. 
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THE 


(3) Tim. I. 20. (c) Tim. II. 17. 18. (4) Pearſon 386. 
0 Whit. 439. 
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THE NICHOLAIT ANS. 


8 A. D. 66. 

HEIR head was (a) Nicholas, Deacon of 
. Antioch, who was himſelf, according to 
Clemens Alexandrinus, a chaſte and temperate 
Man, but, being reproached by the Apoſtles 
with being jealous of his beautiful wife, he 
brought her before the Brethren, and told her 
ſhe might marry whom ſhe pleas d among them; 
affirming, that this parting with his wife was 
fuitable to that ſaying, We ought to abuſe, i. e. 


morti ſy the Fleſh(b). (c) Nicholas, afterwards put- 


ting away his wife, profeſſed perpetual conti- 
nence, but not being able to abſtain from her 
embraces, he ſoon returned to her, and on 
account of her beauty and their late ſeparation 
enjoyed her too intemperately. Finding his 


inconſtancy and laſciviouſneſs cenſured in the 
Church, he at firſt only ſaid, that it was ne- 


ceſſary to have wives, and to cohabit with them, 
After this he advanced the moſt. abſurd and 
obſcene tenets. Both day and night, he and 
his diſciples were guilty of the moſt licentious 
practices,(d) and a contempt of that ſolemn law 
which the Apoſtles had enacted againſt fornica- 
| | Aon. 
(a) Ach. vi. (5)Ech.272. (e) Epiph. (4) Qs xv. 29. 
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14 THE NICHOLAITANS. [Cent. I. 
tion(c). Human ſeed and women's terms were. 
accounted ſacred by them. St. Peter ſpeaks of 
this Hereſy in the year 67, and Jade in 71; in 


' 95 it ĩs expreſly mentioned by St. Jobn, Rev. II. 
Bingham excuſes Nicholas, Pref. to Vol. 10. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. That the world was made by Angels. 
II. That women ought not to be uſed in 


common among Chriſtians. 


III. (d) That meats offered to idols might be 


eaten without ſcruple. 


IV. In their aſſemblies they EF them- 
ſelves to the moſt infamous debaucheries. 


(c) Danæus. (4) Auſtin. 


* — * —__C 


THE MENANDRIANS, 
A.D. 74. 


ENANDER, their author, was born 

in Samaria, and adopted the errors of 
Simon Magus. This lunatic firſt broached his 
hereſy at Antioch, where he ſeduced many. His 
diſciples were very diſorderly, as were moſt of 
the heretics of antiquity. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. (e)That the world was created by Angels. 
I. That himſelf was inveſted with the om- 
pipotence- 
(% Auſtin, 


. 


f 


** 


A.D. 82.] THE MENANDRIANS. 15 
nipotence of God the Father, and only Saviour 


of the choſen, who could not obtain ſalvation 


but through his magic art. 

III. (a)That the divine nature of Cbriſ did 
not really aſſume the human, but that the 
aſſumption was mere phantaſm and outward 
ſhew, whence his followers were called ®avra- 
190 o | 

(a) Stack. Div. 134. 


1 
Pe — 


— — 


THE NAZ ARE NES, or MINEAN s. 
A. D. 82. 


(FR Lieſed Saviour having reſided at 
| Nazareth almoſt all the tinae he was 


on the earth, the Jews in contempt called 


Chriſtians Na gp ; a name which thoſe Chriſ- 
tians, who differed much from the rue diſci- 
ples of Chrift, adopted to themſelves. (e) Deſi- 
ring to be both Jews and Chriſtians at the ſame 
time, they were really neither. They under- 
ſtood Hebrew thoroughly, and had the goſpel 
of St. Matthew in that language, which they 
interpolated and mutilated. (4) They had alſo 
the goſpel of Perfe2ion in verſe, and the goſpel 


of Eve, They boaſted of inſpirations, viſions, 


private 


(5) Acts 24. 5. (e) Whit. i. 44. () Danæus. 
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16 THE NAZARENES. [Cent. J. 
private revelations, and falſe miracles. They 
held that the ſoul in men, brutes and plants, 
were of the ſame ſubſtance, and reported many 
fabulous things of Nouria or Ouria, the wife of 
Noah, as, that ſhe made Angels known to men, 
who before knew nothing of them; that ſne 
often ſet the ark on fire, and that it was as 
often repaired. (e) The Jews were particularly 
offended at this ſect, looking on them as a ſort 
of Jewiſh Apoſtates, preſerving circumciſion and 
the Moſaic rites, together with the Chriſtian 
religion: and, therefore, they were uſed to 
curſe and anathematize them three times a day, 
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morning, noon, and evening, when they met . 
in their ſynagogues to pray, in this form of , 
execration : EMIXATO PUT 0 Oe Tec Nagopauus, C 
Send thy curſe, 9 God] upon the Nazarenes. t 
THEIR DOCTRINE: : 

I. That circumciſion and the ceremonies pre- v 
ſcribed by the law of Moſes were 3 ne- 0 
ceſſary to ſalvation. (F) Ii 
I. That Chriſt was born of a Virgin, and te 
was alſo in a certain manner united to the di- ue 


ow nature. | 8 
III. They rejected all thoſe additions that 
were made to the Moſaic inſtitutions, by the 


| Phariſees and the doctors of the law. (2) os ye 
| _ 1 HM be 

Epiph. Aufi Mich. le Quien, = 
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THE 
HERE TICAL HISTORY 
OF THE 0 
SECOND CENTURY. 


THE BASILIDIANS. 
Cent. II. A. D. 105. 
ASILIDES their founder was a native of 

Alexandria in Egypt, and a diſciple of Me- 
nander, though he pretended to be the diſciple 
of Glaucia the interpreter of St. Peter. He com- 
poſed many books. Clemens Alexandrinus quotes 
the 23d of his explications of the goſpel, but 
of what goſpel we know not; probably that 
which he wrote himſelf, and which bore his 
own name. In imitation of Pytbagoras he ob- 
liged his ſcholars to a five years ſilence, (a) 
teaching them that they know all, and penetrate 
all; themſelves being inviſible, and unknown. 
Know your/elf, ſays he, and let nobody know you. 

15 © The 
Ge rod oats bn, fri 
make an experiment of their Folly ; and indeed he might 
be ſure that the Scholar was mad in good earneft, who with 
a profound ſubmiſſion and ſilence had paid ſo long an 


attendance on a Knave that taught and did a thouſand ab- 
ſurdities, Re 


13 THE BASILIDIANS. [Cent. II. 
The many muſt not, and cannot know their 
affairs; but only one of a thouſand, and two of 
ten thouſand.— Tis not in the leaſt proper for 
you to Blirt out your myſteries, but to retain them 
in ſilence. The early Heretics were for the 
moſt part initiated into the ſcandalous Egyptian 


myſteries, wherein the ſame rule was ſtrictly | 


obſerved; as Jamblicus ſpeaks,(b) © What belongs 
ſeldom and lately to one, towards the end of 
his ſacred office, this we ought not to diſcover 
in common to all, no, nor to ſuch who are newly 
entered into the myſteries; nor even to ſuch 
as are got halfway.” After he had infected 
greateſt part of Egypt with his hereſy, he died 
at Alexandria about the year 130, according to 
Fleury, —in 133, according to Jerom and Til- 
lemont.* 


HIS DOCTRINE. 

L. (c) That the Sovereign God, the Father, 
who had no beginning, and whom he called 
Abraxas (becauſe the Greek letters which 

g compoſe 


( lamblicus, Gæle 135. (c) Fleury i. 185. 
»Thoſe readers that with for a more ample account of 

Bafilides may conſult Ren. Maſſuet. Diſſ. in Irenzum ; alſo 
Bauſobre Hiſ. de Manicheiſme. 


+ This word Abraxas, we find in uſe among the Egyp- 
tians long before the time of Baſilides; and we have ſome 
few gems from Egypt with Abraxas engraven upon them. 
The learned reader I reter, for more on this ſubje&, to a 
work intitled MacARII Abraxas, ſer de Gemmis Bafilidianis 
Di/ſquifitio, publiſhed by Fo. Chifletus, 4to. 1657. See alſo 
Montfaucon, Palæograph. Græc. L. 11. c. viii. p. 177. 


A. D. 105.] THE BASILIDIANS. 19 
compoſe that name, expreſs the number 365) 
produced Ns; the mind; that Nis begot Asyes 
the word; that Ayo; brought forth ®p2unoss Pru- + 
dence ; that from ®pomnes; proceeded. Loi and 
Auzpis Wiſdom and Power ; 3 that from Lois 
and Awzp came the Angels of the higheſt order, 
who created the firſt Heaven : that theſe Angels 
produced others, the creators of the ſecond 
Heaven; and ſo on to the number of 365 
Heavens: from whence came the number of 
the PET, of the year. (d)That the Angels of 
the laſt Heaven created the earth, and the men 


that inhabit it. (e) That the God of the Jews 


Was only the chief of the Angels of this laſt 
order, who, by endeavouring to ſubdue all na- 
tions under him, had exaſperated all the other 
Angels againſt him; that the ſupreme God 
ſent Ng his firſt- born to deliver mankind from 
the power of the Angels, who had made the 
earth, (F) to hinder the injuſtice of the God of 
the Jews, who deſigned to make all other peo- 
ple ſubject to the Jewiſh nation. (g) That this 
Nes was the Chriſt, who had appeared upon 
the earth in the form of a man, (b)but 
was none. (i) That men ought not to be- 
lieve in Chriſt crucified, but in him that ap- 
peared to be nailed to the croſs, though he 
was not ſo in reality. That Chriſt being an 
Ca oP incor- 
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eo THE BASILIDIANS. [Cent. IT. 
incorporeal virtue aſſumed what figure he 
pleaſed ; that when the Jews would have cru-. 
<ified him, he took upon himſelf the likeneſs 
of Simon the Cyrenian, and gave his form to 
Simon; ſo that the Jews crucified Simon inſtead 
of Feſus®, who ſtood by whilſt they were doing 
it, and derided them; after which he became 
inviſible, and reaſcended to the Father who had 
ſent him. (a) Baſilides uſually called him Goala 
or Goalna, which in Hebrew and Syriac ſigni- 
fies Redeemer. | 
II. He taught, that in every man there were 
2 number of ſpirits ſurrounding the reaſonable 
ſoul, which excited the different paſſions ; 
()that far from oppoſing them, we ought to 
obey them, 1. e. give our ſelves up to all kinds 
of impurity. 
| III. (c) That there would be no reſurrection 
of the body. 
IV. (d) That God would pardon no ſins bu 
thoſe of ignorance. | 
V. That there was no puniſhment for ſin, but 
à tranſmigration of ſouls; and that the ſoul was 
puniſhed in this lite for the ſins it had formerly 
committed. | 
VI. That it was lawful to diſſemble their 
belief 


(a) Danzus. 5 )-Fleury. | = : 
{d) Echard, Danzus. ( ow e Danæus 


*The Author of the Commentar. de reBus Chrifian. ante 
Cenſtant. p. 354, denies this particular accuſation, 
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A. D. 10;.] THE BASILIDIANS. 21 
belief upon occaſions ; obſerving this maxim, 
Know all others, but let none kndw you. Thus 
they avoided martyrdom. 
VII. That it was lawful to eat meat offered 
to idols“. | 
_ Baſilides was confuted in his own time by Caſtor 
Agrippa, who expoſed all his pretended myſteries. 


* The learned reader may find a more ample aceount of 
Baſilides and his romantic yſtem 1 in * Maſſuet. Diſſert. 


in Irenæum. 


— _ — — 


THE ELXAIANS, or ELCESAITES. 
A. D. 106. 


ERE ſo called from their author, Elxat 
or Elræus, a Jew, both by his original, 
and in his opinion, though he did not very 
ſtrictly obſerve the law, which he blended with 
a multitude of fictions drawn from the oriental 
philoſophers. He forbad directing our pray- 
ers towards the Eaſt, and was for having every 
one turn his face towards Jeruſalem, in whatever 
country he might be. He compoſed a book, 
as he pretended, by inſpirationf ; in which he 
taught a prayer in barbarous terms, the mean- 
ing of which he forbad enquiring into; but it 
is tranſlated by Epiphanius, the unwarthineſs, 
the condemnation, the oppreſſion and the trouble of 
C 3 my 

+ Bien ru Qipsow, Iv A ναν i; d A XATATET io- 


KEV, They (his followers) produce a book, which they 
affirm to have fallen from Heaven, ſays Origen apud 
Euſeb. vi. 38. | 


22 THE ELXAIANS. cent. 1. 
my anceſtors ay paſſed, through the perfect miſſion 
which is come.” He profeſſed himſelf an enemy 
to virginity and continence, and obliged thoſe 
of his ſe& to marry. He began his hereſy in the 
reign of T; rajan. Danæus makes it 243. It 
ſpread itſelf in Paleſtine, about Jordan, and in 
Arabia near the dead ſca. It was not entirely 
extinct 'till the end of tlie fourth eee 


HIS Do 7 0s 2 3Þ 3 CORE 
I (e) That two women were to be worſhip- 
ped as goddeſſes; viz. Martha and Marthana, 
kinſwomen or proftitutes of Elxai; (J) and that 
_ the. duſt of their feet, and their ſpittle, were to 
be * and adored. | 
een water was to o be worſhipped as a 
ou . 
III. (yrhat Feſus Chriſt had a human, but 
inviſible body 66 (it ſhould be 96) miles in 
height, (i) 24 Roman miles in breadth, and 
1 in thickneſs. 
IV. That the Holy Ghoft is of the female ſex, 
an of the ſame bigneſs with Chit, and alike 
inviſible. 
V. (i) That remiſſion of ſins might be ob- 
tained by the bare reading of his bot. 
VI. That men ought to ſwear by falt, water, 


the earth, bread, the Heavens, the air, and the wind, 
VII. That 
(4) Euſebius. 1. vi. e. Epiphanius, 5 $ 3. p. 41. 


Theodoret, J. 11. c. 7. (e) Ante F) Danzus. bebe 
nius, (4) Echard, 294 (;) Flay, 1. 166. A anæus. 


A. D. 105.] THE ELXAIANS. 23 

VII. That we might without ſin adore Idols, 
and profeſs outwardly whatever we would, pro- 
vided our heart had no ſhare in it. (5) To au- 
thorize this hypocriſy, he alledged the example 
of a prieſt, named Phineas, deſcended from 
Aaron and the firſt Phineas, who, - he ſaid; 
during the Babyloniſh captivity, had worſhip- 
ped Diana at Sufa to avoid being pos to death 
in the reign of Darius. 

VIII. (c) That judicial aſtrology, magick, and 
enchantments, to diſcover future events, were 
lawful. 
IX. (4) They baptized in the name of the 
elements; er Th r cloitcun 0 dae. 0 


(3) Fleury, (0 Danæus. (4) Theodores. T 
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THE SAT URNINIANS. 
A. D. 110. 


AT URNINUS or Saturnillus, their lunatic 

head, was born at Antioch, and with Ba/ilides, 

was a diſciple of Menander, He began to broach 

his errors under the emperors Trajan and Adrian, 

in ſeveral parts of Syria, but particularly at 

| Antioch, and had many followers.“ He * 
the following extravagant 

C4 | DOCTRINE. 


v9 Lenzys I. 1. c. xxiv. Euſebius I. iv. c. vii. — 
L 1. c. xi. Epiphanius xxiii. | . 
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24 THE SATURNINIANS. [Cent. II. 


DOCTRINE. 


N That there was a ſovereign and unknown 
virtue, that had created the Angels and the 
celeſtial virtues; that ſeven of theſe Angels, 
withdrawing themſelves from the reach of the 
ſovereign Fatber, created the world, againſt his 
will, That they, in conjunction, formed man; 
ſome of whom were naturally good, and ſome 
naturally evil, 

II. (e) That the God of the Jews was one of the 
bad angels ; different from the Father of Chriſt, 
and God of the Chriſtians, 

III. (f)That Chriſt came only to deſtroy the 


| God of the Jews; that he was incorporeal, and 


for that end alone aſſumed the human ſhape. 

IV. (g) That Chrif's incarnation” and ſuffer- 
ings on the croſs were not real, but 6:6 in ap- 
pearance. 

V. (20 That e were to be aſcribed, 
partly to the Angels that created the world, 
partly to Satan, and partly to the Jes. 
VI. That Marriage and Generation were the 
invention of Satan, who was an angel at enmity 
with the founders of the world. 

VII. (i) That chere will be no reſurre&ion of 
the body. 

VIII. That his diſciples 80. to abſtain 

from 


E ; Echard, D . ) Fleury. 
% Bann (8) Flag. 1 


A. D. 110.) THE SATURNINIANS. 25 
from eating meat, i. e. any thing that has had 


life. This apparent auſterity impoſed on tha 


vulgar, and drew after him many diſciples. 
This hereſy had a being when St. Juſtin wrote 
his dialogue againſt Tryphon, as he there makes 
mention of them. St. Epiphenius ſays, thers 
were but few of them remaining in his time. 


— — — — 
THE GN OST ICS. 
A. D. 115. 
H Es E enthuſiaſtic philoſophers ſprang 


from the Micolaitans, according to St. 
Epipbanius, St. Auſtin, and Fleury; from the 


Carpocratians, according to Ireneus and Tertul- 


lian; from Menander, ſays Irenzus in another 


| place ; Dr. Hammond derives them from Siman 


Magus. Their appellation is derived from 
Troll, which in Greek ſignifies the enlightened. 
This narne, this preſumptuous and ſelf-ſufficient 
ſe& claimed as due to their ſuperior light and 


penetration into divine things. (a)lt was firſt 
aſſumed by the Nicolaitens, Bafilidians and Car- 


pocratians, afterwards by the Valentinians. Dr. 
Hammond places them in the firſt century, 
According to moſt- other authors, they were 
1 7g not 

00) Fleury i. 119. 


26 THE GNOSTICS. [Cent. II. 
not known till the ſecond century, which is 
therefore often ſtiled ſæculum gnoſticum. Danæus 
ſays, they firſt appeared about A. D. 162. With 
him Le Clerc ſeems to agree. Clemens Alexan- 

drian makes the firſt riſe of the Gnoſtic ſect to be 
dated after the death of the apoſtles, and places 
them under the reign of the emperor Adrian. 

() Oecumenius deſcribeth the Gnoſtics, with the 
Nicolaitans, and Valentinians, © as men defiling 
the fleſh, and proceeding to that pitch of mad- 
neſs as to vilify the Divine Nature ; and deſpiſing 
the myſtery according 10 godlineſs, ſo as to perform 
their /aſcivious acts, in the name, or ſtead, or 
according to the office, of the angels. Nor 
need we doubt but theſe are the very ſects partly 
then living, and partly foretold by St. Jude, 
who “ defile the fleſh, deſpiſe dominions, and ſpeak 
evil of dignities, even all the celeſtial powers,” 
(e) They had a compoſition, which they called 
the Goſpel of Perfection, not indeed of Glad Ti- 
dings, but the perfection of miſery. It was the 
oriental philoſophy and theology, concerning 
the origin of evil, and the creation of the world, 
that ſerved for a foundation for the ſyſtem of 
the Gnoſtic Chriſtians. And it may not be impro- 
per to obſerve here, that under the general name 
of Gnoſtics were ſometimes included all thoſe 
Heretics of the earlier chriſtian world, who cor- 
e or ee rupted 
(4) Vol. II. 628. (sc) Epiphanius, 83. 
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rupted the goſpel by a whimſical mixture of the 
oriental notions and the dogmas of Plato. 


THEIR DOCTRINES, 


. (d) That the divine attributes, wiſdom, 
knowledge, power, and goodneſs, were ſo many 
perſons, who proceeded from each other; but 
they could nat agree on their number or arder. 
Theſe, ſays (e)Whitby, were Valentinus's 30 
Fons*. (f)From the firſt Eon many others pro- 
ceeded, but inferior to the firſt. This doctrine 
of the creation led them to deny the divine au- 
thority of the old Teſtament, whoſe accounts 
of the origin of things ſo palpably contradicted 
this fiction. 

II. (g) That there is a good Go and a bad one, 
and chat the world 1 was created by the latter. 


ITI, That 


(A) _— I. 101. (e) Vol. II. 362, - ) Danzus. 
(g) Auſtin. | a 


* Oton or auwy 18 uſed by the Greeks in many ſenſes. 


In what ſenſe it is uſed by theſe heretics, it is not very clear; 
and indeed many yery learned writers have widely differed 
in their ſentiments concerning it. The ancients have 
* ic for the duration of human life ; but philoſophers after- 
wards introduced it to ſignify the duration of ſpiritual bee 
ings, and, by metonymy, the beings themſelves. The 
ſupreme Being, we therefore find ſtiled by the Gnoſtic 
philoſophers , or on, as alſo the angels, as being like- 
wiſe - ſpiritual ſubſtances, Thus we ſee that the word 


a, which at firſt expreſſed only the duration of time, came 
at laſt, metonymically, to ſignify eternity, and the beings, 
entities, or virtues, that thoſe OY ſuppoſed to form 
the inviſible and ſpiritual world, 


a8 THE GNOSTICS. - [Cent. II. 

III. (5 That when Jeſus was 30 years old, 
Chriſt the ſon of the ſupreme God deſcended 
from the pleroma upon him, whereupon he be- 
gan to work miracles; that they continued two 
diſtin& perſons till after the reſurrection, when 
they were united, | 

IV. () That no one ought to ſuffer martyr- 

dom for the Chriſtian Religion; conſequently, 
that it was lawful to worſhip idols and abjure 
* faith, to avoid perſecution. _ 
V. (That men have two ſouls, a divine 
Fe Fault that the firſt being part of the 
ſubſtance of Ged returns to him, and that the 
other is that by which ſins are committed. 

VI. (2) They had pictures and images of Feſus 
Chriſt, made, they pretended, by Pilate; and others 
of Pythagoras, Plato, and Ariſtotle ; to which 
they paid the ſame honors as the heathens did 
to their idols; or, as St. Auſtin ſpeaks, burnt 
1 to them, 

VII. (m)Fpiphanius, after giving an account 
of ſome fedities common among the-Gxoſtics, 
not fit to be named, ſubjoins thus : © Theſe 
wretched men and women ſpend day and night 
in pampering the body; waſhing and perfuming, 
feaſting and indulging in drunkenneſs and venery. 
They pronounce an execration on him that 
faſteth; e its Ann 15 that it comes 
from 


. 0) Paneue, 600 Ter e 00 Auſtin 60 Irenzus, 
101, ) P 105 
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from the God of this world; but that we ought to 
eat, in order to make our bodies ſtrong, that they 
may produce fruit in due ſeaſon: which words, 
they ſay, David uſed, to ſighify a flow of venery(n), 
After theſe debauchettes they were uſed to boaft 
of their happineſs, as having done a meritorious 
thing(s); and when they had their will on a com- 
plying female, they told her ſhe was now a pure 
virgin, though ſhe was daily corrupted for matry 
years together.“ 3 
(2) Epiphanius, 90. (o) Idem 93. 

* See a more ample account of their ſyſtem in Clemens 

Alexandrinus Stomatum, L. iii. e. v. 5 
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THE MILLENARIANS. 
A. 1-168 ---- 

THE doctrine of a Millenium was firſt broach- 
ed by Cerinthas**, in the laſt century; 

now again by Papias, Biſhop of Hierapolis, a 
man of great pietyf, and, by the Roman Church, 
honour'd as a Saint.(a), He was the diſciple 
of John, the Prieſt of Epheſus(4), (of John 


the Apoſtle, ſays Jrenæus) and a companion of 


Polycarp. 
(a) Martyr. Rom. 22 Feb. (3) Euſeb. L. III. c. 38. 
5 Cerinthus aſſerted a Millenium in the groſſeſt ſenſe, 
with indulgence in carnality and nuptial enjoyments, of 
which we find nothing in Juſtin or Irenzus. 7 19825 
+ He was a man, learned, eloquent, and knowing in 
the ſcriptures; but of a weak and undiſcerning judgment. 
E/eb. L. III. c. 36. But this paſſage is an interpolation in 
the text of Eyſebiys, SE CE oa 


30 THE MILLENARIANS, [Cent: II. 
Polycarp. He declares in the few fragments 
we have of his works preſerv d by Euſebius(c), 
that as he lived near the times of the Apoſtles, 
he made it his chief buſineſs to learn of their 
Diſciples, for he owns he had not ſeen the 
Apoſtles themſelvest, whatever they could re- 
collect to have been done or faid by them on 
different occaſions, that was not recorded in 
holy writ; Thus he learnt his doctrine(d), 
which, upon the authority of ſuch traditions, 
countenanc'd by ſome paſſages in the Revela- 
tions(e), and one text in St. Paul, was embraced, 
and held by the fathers of the ſecond and third 
centuries, particularly, Juſtin the Martyr and 
Treneus*,  Papias ſuffered martyrdom( F) at 
Pergamus in the perſecution under M. Aure- 
| lius 


(c) n L. III. e. 33. a Id. ib. (e) Revelations, 
c. 20. J) Photias. | 


t This ſhews Irenzus' miſtake, who calls him a diſciple 
of "John the Apoſtle. 

Jafin s account of the Milleniumwis, that the tem- 
die and city of Jeruſalem ſhould be rebuilt, enlarged and 
beautified, and that the Saints ſhould riſe and reign with 
. Chriſt, in the land of Judza, 1000 years before the day 
of judgement, or general reſurrection.—Diag. againit 
Tryphon. 

St. Jerom treats the doctrine of a Millenium as a mere 
fable, the dreams of Jews, and judaizing Chriſtians. Mille 
annorum fabulam & terrenum ſalvatoris imperium judaico 
errore ſuſcipient, Comment. in Iſai. c. 30.] Yet from the 
credit the notion had obtained he foreſaw what a furious 
ſtorm ke ſhould raiſe againſt himſelf by that freedom. Ut 
preſaga mente jam cernam, quantorum in me rabies concitande 


Ait. [Middl, Eng. p. 32.] 


A.D.118.] THE MILLENARIANS. 3t 
lius(g), which began A. D. 162. In the third 
century Napos, an Egyptian biſhop, endeavoured 
to reſtore this opinion of a Millenium to its 
former credit, it being then greatly on the de- 
cline, in a book written againſt the Allegoriſts, 
for ſo he called, by way of contempt, the ad- 
verſaries to the Millenarian ſyſtemf. @_ 


| THEIR DOCTRINE. | 

I. They held, that Chriſt would return upon 
the earth, and reign over the Faithful a thouſand 
years, before the end of the world, or day of 


judgment. | 
6 a TI II. Papias 
; = f G) Cave's Lives. 
Plato, in his Politicus, having ſpoke of the firſt happy 
condition of the world, and its fall, adds: But in the end, 
left the world ſhould be plunged into an eternal abyſs of 
confuſion, God, the author of the primitive order, will 
appear again, and reſume the reins of empire. Then he will 
change, embelliſh, and reſtore the whole frame of nature, 
and = an end to the decay of age, fckneſs and death.“ 
Plutarch, relating the dectrine of the Perſians concerning 
Arimanius, concludes it thus: But there will come a time, 
appointed by Fate, when Arimanius ſhall be entirely deſtroy- 
ed (Þbagma:) and extirpated (aÞavioInar ;) the earth 
ſhall change its form, and become plain and even; and 
happy men ſhall have one and the ſame life, language, and 
government.” See Squire p. 66. 
Theſe were the ſentiments of Gymno/ophifts, according to 
Strabo. Formerly plenty reigned over all nature; milk, 
wine, honey, and oil, flowed in a continual ſtream from 
fountains. But men having made an ill aſe of this felicity, 
Jupiter deprived them of it, and condemned them to labour 
for ſuſtenance of their lives. When temperance and the reſt 
of the virtues ſhall return upon the earth, then the ancient 
plenty ſhall be reſtored. | 1 
Theſe authorities are cited by Ramſay, in Travels of 
Cyrus; who in his appendix ſhews from the Chineſe philo- 
ſophers, that they entertained the ſame notions concerning 


the corruption and future renovation of the world. 


31 THE MILLENARIANS, [Cent. It, 
IT. Papias erred in holding, that Angels, 


being tranſported with the loveof women, begot 


of them a race of Giants, alſo another of 


Dzmons(h). 
() Gen. Dict. VI. 2 Cave 157. Dr. Whitby's treatiſe con- 


cerning the true Millenium. Gennadius de Dogmatibue 


Eccleſiaſticis, cap. iv. p. 32. 


THE CARPOCRATIANS. 
A. D. 120. 


8 POCR ATES or enn was a native 5 ” 


Alexandria in Egypt; a magician and 


Platonic philoſopher. He publiſhed his herefy 
at Alexandria about the year 120 Till.---130 


Ech.---140 Danæus; reviving and improving 
upon the errors of Simon Magus, Menander, Sa- 


turnius, and other impious Gnoſtics. Of this 
. ſet was Marcellina, who was the ruin of ſo many 


at Rome. After ſome time his followers took 
the general name of Gnoftics, 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That there were two Gods, the one good, | 


the other bad ( a). 

II. That the world was created by Devils(5), 
or, according to Danæus, by Angels inferior, 
among whom the Devil was the principal. 


(4) Danzns G (6; Echard. 


III. That 
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III. That 7eſus Chriſt was a mere Man, begot- 
ten carnally on the body of Mary by Joſeph, 


though poſſeſſed of uncommon gifts, which ſet 


him above other creatures (r). 
IV. That Jeſus, who was educated among the 


Jews, deſpiſed the principalities of the world, 


and therefore received Power; that Soul there- 
fore, that can deſpiſe the fame principalities, 
obtains like Powers to operate like things, 
whereby they arrived to that pitch of elevation 
as to ſay ſome of them were equal to Jeſus, 
ſome of them (particularly Carpocrates) in 
ſeveral reſpects more powerful (d). 

V. That in order to arrive at God, the ſole 


Principal and Father of all things, and who is 


above the Angels that created the world, it was 
neceſſary firſt to fulfill all the works of the world, 
and of Concupiſcence; this being the adverſary 
which the Goſpel commands us to ſubmit to, 
whilſt we are in the way with him(e). That 


the Soul, which reſiſted its luſt, was puniſhed 
for it, by paſſing after death into another body, 


and ſo on until all was fulfilled ; that, therefore, 


the moſt certain way was to pay that debt as 


ſoon as poſfible, by fulfilling in the body all the 
works of the fleſh ; for he held, that there was 
no action, either good or bad of itſelf; by only 


in the opinion of Men, and law of the State; 


From this principle it followed naturally, the 
D moſt 


| ts) / Auſtin. WT, Irenzus, p. 108; (e) Mait. V. 2: 
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moſt horrid licentiouſneſs was not only per- 
mitted, but commanded(a z. 

VI. That there was no corporeal aſcenſion of 
our Saviour, and that there will be no re- 
ſurrection of our bodies (2). | 

VII. That the whole of the Old Teſtament 
ought to be rejected, and all the _ except 
St. Matthew's Goſpel(c) + 


VIII. They worſhiped the images of Feſus, 


Paul, Homer, Pythagoras, Plato, Ariſtotle(d). 
IX. They practiſed all manner of philtres and 
enchantments; in order, as they ſpeak, to have 
full power in all things, and to do whatever 
they pleaſe. Hence, ſays Epiphanius, they ſpend 
their time in Juxury and pleaſure, and bodily en- 
joyments; nor ever come among vs, unleſs it 


be to enſnare unſtable Souls, and entice them into 


their impious dotirine(e). 
X. Prodicus added this to their tenets, 


that Fornication ought to be open and public, 
and the uſe of women common. For which 


reaſon, in their feaſts the candles were extin- 


guiſhed; each lay with the women, as chance 
appointed; and they called this * 
myſtical initiation, a myſrical communion*, 


THE 


(a) Fleury, I. 186. Whit. 11.662. (5) Danæus. Echard. 
(c) Echard. (4) Auſtin. (e) Epiphanius, p. 104. 
See Iren. c. 25. Clem. Alex. Strom. L. III. p. 511. 
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THE VALENTINIANS. 
A. D. 142, 


Zar u was an Egyptian, being born 

at Bubaſti, and, according to Danæus, was 
educated at Alexandria; but Epiphanius pro- 
feſſes himſelf ignorant with reſpect to the 
country where he was born, He aſpired to the 
epiſcopal' dignity; but being ſet aſide by ano- 
ther, who afterwards became a Martyr, he formed 
a deſign to oppoſe the true doctrine of Chriſt. 
In the Pontificat of Hyginus, A. D. 140, he 
came to Rome, and under the cloak of an or- 
thodox preacher created great miſchief. Having 
promulgated his errors, and perverted many, he 
was in the year 143 cenſur'd by the Church, and 
entirely excluded the congregation; which was 
ſo far from humbling him, that retiring into 
Cypras he there preached his erroneous doc- 
trines with ſtill greater boldneſs and vigour 


(g). Ile was ingenious and eloquent, had 


ſtudied the Grecian language, particularly the 
Platonic philoſophy. Thus, from nice and witty, 
or ſophiſtical diſtinctions, mixing the doctrine 
of Ideas, and the myſteries of Numbers, with 

D 2 the 


(z) Echard, 316. 
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the Theogonia of Heſiod, and the Goſpel of St. 


John, which was the only one received by him, 


he formed a Syſtem of Religious Philoſophy, 
not very different from that of Baſilides and the 


Snoſtics(a). The riſe of his Hereſy was in the 


reign of Adrian. Fleury places it A. D. 143, 
as do Danæus, Tillemont and Echard. Valentine 
himſelf died A.D. 160. Tillem. Ech. His errors 
ſpread at Rome, in Gaul and Syria, but parti- 
eularly in the Iſle of Cyprus and Egypt (). It 
continued until the 4th Century(c). The late 
Biſhop Hooper, in his tract de Here Valentini- 
ana, has deduced this hereſy from the Egyptian 
myſteries. Among the Valentinians nothing was 
more carefully obſerved than to hide what they 
preached ; if they may be ſaid to preach what 
they hide. — They intruſted nothing to their 
followers, untill they had made them their 
own(d), becauſe they eſteemed all not fit for 
ſuch knowledge: they muſt not, therefore, ſpeak 
plainly, but darkly and myſteriouſly(e). Treneus 
wrote againſt them A. D. 187. He at laſt ab- 
jured his errors, and was received into the Church 

again (F). ox 
Bf THEIR 
(a) Fleury, I. 190 (4) Danæus. (c) Fl. II. 99. Ech. 
(%) Tertull. 250. (e) Epiph. 179. (F) Fleury, I. 206. 
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THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That there were 30 ons, 15 male, and 
15 female; that they paired together; and that 


all, but the two firſt, were propagated by gene- 


ration(g). 
II. That the deſire of Sephia, the laſt of the 


ons, to arrive at the knowledge of the Bythos 
or propater, the firſt of them, became a ſpiritual, 
but weak and formleſs ſubſtance, which they 
called Achamoth ; that CHRIS taking pity on this 
imperfect Embrio, gave her being, &c. then 


withdrew his virtue, and left her in great 


diſtreſs; at laſt ſent the Saviour to deliver her 
from her fear, ſorrow, and other paſſions. Acha- 
moth, thus delivered, in her joy embraced the 
Angels who were with the Saviour, and from 
them conceived a ſpiritual fruit like unto 
them (). 

III. That Achamoth made Demiourgos, who be- 
lieved himſelf to be the only God, who created 
this world and ſeven heavens, over which he 
preſides, and alſo formed men and devils(i). 

IV. That the Æons reſide in the higheſt ſpace, 
which they call the Pleroma, or inviſible pleni- 
tude ; Demiourgos in his own heavens ; and Acha- 
moth in a middle region, beneath the Pleroma, 
but above the ſeven heavens of Demiourgos(k).. 

D 3 V. 


(g) Fleury, I. 190. Stack. Div. 135. (4) Fleury, I. 192. 
(7) Fleuy, 192. 193. (4) ee 192. * . 
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33 THE VALENTINIANS. cent. II. 


V. That to preſerve the ons from ſuch acci- 
dents as had happened to Sophia (or Wiſdom) a 
new couple were produced, viz. CHRIS and the 
HoLy GnosT. That Chriſt taught the Æons to 
content themſelves with knowing that the Father 
is incomprehenſible ; the Holy GrosT taught 
them to praiſe him, and to continue in a perfect 
tranquillity(), —_ 2 

VI. That for joy of this all the ons produced 
Jzsus, or CHR1sT ; every one of them bringing 
rogether and clubbing what was moſt excellent 
and flouriſhing in them, and mingling them 
together, produced that one moſt perfect Beauty 


and Star of the fullneſs, that finiſhed fruit Jeſus, 
whom they called the Saviour, Chriſt, Ace, 


and the All, becauſe compoſed of all(a).— In 
this they teach nothing different from the Pan- 
dora of Heſiod. | = 

VII. They allowed but one year for Chriſt's 


miſſion after he was baptized(#).* 


VIII. They divided mankind into three ſors ; 


the /piritual;—the animal, or natural; — the 


material, carnal, or earthly. The laſt fort are by 
| nature 


) Fleury I. 191. (a) Iren. 141. (5) Middleton from Iren. 


* An ingenious modern author agrees with Valentine in 
his computation of the time of the publie miniſtry of Chriſt ; 
his words are, It certainly appears upon the whole that ONE. 
YEAR was abundantly ſufficient for all the events recorded in 
the evangelical hiſtory. See Harmony of the Evangeliſts, by 
Dr. Prieftly, cencl. of 17th ſe&.—'Fhe learned Doctor em- 


ploys ſeveral ſections on this very important point. 
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nature utterly incapable of Salvation; cannot 
poſſibly ever attain to it. The animal men are 


thoſe who are to be inſtructed and confirmed by 
works and faith, but have not perfect knowledge, 
nor are the Ele# by Grace, Theſe, ſay they, are 
WE of the Church. Wherefore a goed converſa- 
tion is requiſite for us, otherwiſe we cannot be 
ſaved. But themſelves myſt undoubtedly be ſaved, 
as being, by nature, ſpiritual ones. They are not 
liable to corruption in any kind of action. As 
gold, lying in nud or a kennel, loſeth not its 
beauty, but preſerveth its proper nature; dirt 
being unable to damage it: ſo they ſay of 
themſelves, that they can receive no detriment, 


nor loſe any thing of their ſpiritual ſubſtance, in 


whatever material works they are employed. 
On which account thoſe of them who are moſt 
perfect, do any thing that is fu without 
fear, &c. (c) 

IX. They denied the reſurrection of the 


body (d). 


X. That at the end of all chings, Achamoth 
would be married to the Saviour, and paſs from 
the middle region into the Pleroma. That the 
ſpiritual ſubſtances of ſpiritual men being ſtript 
of their ſouls, and becoming pure Spirits, would 
alſo enter into the Pleroma, and be eſpouſed to the 
Angels that ſurround the Saviour. That Demiour- 

94 gos, 


720 bun. 29, 32.—See Clem. Alex. p. 260; alſo Epi- 
phanius, vol. I, p. 172.188 and 191. (@) Danæus. 
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40 THE VALENTINIANS. [cent. It. 


os, the creator of the world, would aſcend to the 
middle region, where his mother Achamoth at 
preſent remains, and would be followed by the 
ſouls of the Juſt(e). 

XI. When they were to initiate any into their 
myſteries, they prepared a Bridal Chamber, 
and with certain words celebrated a marriage 
which they called ſpiritual, in imitation of the 
union of the ons (F). 

XII. They placed the higheſt perfection in 


lewd amours(g). 


XIII. That Jesvs himſelf ſtood in need of 
redemption, on account of ſome defeCts(b). 
XIV. That it was a folly to ſuffer — 
for God (i). 8 

The author of the Synodicon, ubliſhed by 
Pappus, tells of a provincial Synod held atLyons 
by Irenæus and twelve other biſhops, who con- 
demned the hereſies of Falentine, Marcion, Baſi- 
tides, &c. See Cave's Lives, 166. 

= 17 4 


(e) Fleury, I. (J) Fleury, I. 194. (g) Vade mecum, II. 
227. (Y) Clem. Alex. p. 974. (.) Fleury, I. 194.— 
See Tertullian. Clem. Alex.---Jo. Fran. Buddzus Diſſert. 
de Her. Valen. &c. &c. Souverain in his Platoniſme d- 


| Voile, c. vii. p. 68. and Camp. Vitringa in his OE Her. Sacr. 


I. i. c. ii. p. 68. have attempted to reconcilc the idle dreams 
of Valentine with reaſon. It would be eaſy to ſhew here the 
futility of their arguments; but there is no occaſion, as Va- 
lentine himſelf has determined the matter, by acknowledg- 
ing his dcQrine is abſolutely and entirely different from 
that of other chriſtians. ---See ä s Eccl. Hiſt. tranſlated 
by Maclaine, vol, 1. 188, 


A.D.143.] ( 41 ) 


1 
— « 5 we 2 7 : * 
. . 


THE -CERDONIANS. 
AD: 14Þ. 


YERDON, or Cerdo, was a native of Syria, 
from whence he came to Rome, A. D. 140. 
He made there a long ſtay; broaching his 
hereſy ſometimes in private ; and ſometimes 


returning again to the Church, and repenting in 


outward appearance, He taught alſo in Syria(a). 
At laſt he was excommunicated at Rome(d) ; 
and is ſaid to have died A. D. 168. This ſect 
diffuſed itſelf over taly, Egypt, Paleſtine, Arabia, 
Syria, Cyprus, Thebaida, Perſia, and many other 
places. They eſpouſed moſt of the opinions of 
Simon Magus, and the Manicheans. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 

I. They aſſerted, from the oriental philoſophy, 
two principles, one perfectly good, and the other 
perfectly bad; the firſt they called the Father 
of JE sus CRHRITSTNů; the latter, the Creator of the 
World, and the God and Legiſlator of the Jews. 

II. They denied the incarnation of Jzsus 


Cunisr(c). 
III. They rejected che boaks of the Old 


Teſtament(a). 


IV. 
(a) Fleury, I. 194+ (2) Danæus. (e) Auſtin, (4) Auſtin, 
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42 THE CERDONIANS. [Cent. II. 
IV. They likewiſe denied the reſurrection of 


the body; believing only that the Soul would 
riſe again(e). 

V. That only the Goſpel of St. Luke was to 
be received, and that not entirely. 

His diſciple Marcion afterwards eſpouſed and 
propagated the ſame ſentiments, 


(=) Fleury, I. 195. 


THE SECUNDINIANS. 
A. D. 144. 
ECUNDUS was a ſcholar of Valentine. 
He ſpread his errors in Egypt, giving more 


unintelligible names to the ons, and, in ſome 
reſpect, a different account of them(f). 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
To the opinions of Valentine, he added 


diſſoluteneſs of life, Opera Turpitudinis; and 


whereas Valentine made his ons only the 


effects of the divine mind, the Secundinians held 


that they were true eſſences, and ſubſiſted by 
themſelves. See the VALENTINIANS. 


Y Danzus, 


THE 


of. 


d 


A. D. 144. 1 ( 43.) 
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T HE PTOLEMÆ ANS. 


A. D. 144. 


O LEM was the moſt ingenious and 

eloquent of all the ſcholars of Valentinus, 
whoſe errors he was indefatigable in propagating 
through the weſtern parts (a). 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 
I. That Bythos, Depth, the principal on, 


had two wives, Ennonia, his Thought, and The- 


tefis, his Will; that of the former he begat Nous, 
Underſtanding ; of the latter Aletbeia, Truth(8). 
To the 30 ons of Valentine he added 4, and 
afterwards 4 others(c). | 

II. That the law is partly from God, partly 
from Moſes, who alſo inſerted the traditions of 
the elders(d). 

III. That the ſame God is called the Father, 


when he produces any thing; the Truth, when 


he ſpeaks 1 it; and Man, when he maniſcſts him- 
ſelf(e). 

Fleury, I. 237, ſays, they exactly followed the 
doctrine of Valentinus, excepting the addition 


of 8 ons. 
THE 


(a) Danzus. (4) Danæus. (c) Auſtin. (2) Danæus. 


(e) Danzus.----See Erabe's Spicilegium Patr. es Hæreticor. 
$ 2. P · 69. 82. 


(wu) [Cent II. 
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THE MARCIONITES, 
A. D. 144. 

ARCION, their author, was ſon of a 
biſhop of Pontus, and native of Sinope, 
in that province. In his younger years he follow- 
ed the Stoic Philoſophy(e). Having raviſhed a Vir- 
gin, he was excommunicated by his father; and 
being unable to procure his pardon, he fled to 
Rome; but the Prieſts there refuſing to admit 
him to eccleſiaſtical communion, without the 
leave of the venerable prelate, his father, he in 
revenge turned Heretic, and threatened to rend 
the church to pieces by diſcord, and to cauſe an 
eternal ſchiſm in it. Accordingly, he immediate- 
ly joined with the impoſtor Cerdon, then at Rome, 
profeſſing and propagating his impious hereſy, 
with ſome little alterations of his own, with an 
| aſtoniſhing ſucceſs, throughout the world. He 
pretended to derive his opinions from ſome that 
had been auditors, of the Apoſtle Matibias(f) 
and compoſed hy vs called the Antitheſes, or 
the contrarieties of the Law and Goſpel( g). When 
St, Polycarp was at Rome, A.D 158. Marcion 
aſked him if he knew him. Yes, replied St. Poly- 
garp, I know you to be the eldeſt fon of Satan. At 
length Marcion * ured his errors, and was received 
into 


e 302. 309. 317.—Irenæus 304. Tertull. 208. 216. 
e ) Danæus. 8) * . 197. 0 


the author of the Law.(c) 


A. D. 144] THE MARCIONITES. 4g 
into the church, to which he preſented a large 
ſum of money; but his money was returned, when 
they again excommunicated him. (5) The ſum 
was 200 ſeſterces, (i) i. e. 11. 118. 3d, of our 
money. After all he promiſed to recant; and 


the church was diſpoſed to receive him, on con- 
dition that he undeceived all thoſe that he had 


| ſeduced; but death ſurprized him before he 


could execute his intention. This hereſy in- 
fected Italy, Egypt, Arabia, Paleſtine, Cyprus, and 


even Perſia, It continued until the 5th cen- 
tury, according to Danzus, or latter end of the 


4th, agreeable to Tillemont. Of this ſect were 


Lucan, or Lucian, Severus, Blaſtes, and particu- 


ny Apelles. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That there were #wo Principles, the one 
good, the other evil. (a) 

II. That each of theſe Pane or Gods, 
had promiſed his particular Chriſt; that our 
Chriſt, who appeared under Tiberius, was the 
good Chriſt; and that he, who was promiſed to 


the Jews by the evil God, was not yet come. () 
III. That the good God was the redeemer of 


the world, and the author of the Goſpel ; that 
the evil God was the creator of the world, and 
IV. They 


(5) Fleury, I, 206. a Danzus. (a) Ech. (8) Fleury. 
(c) Fleury. 8 i i 
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46 THE MARCIONITES. cent. it, 


IV. They denied the real birth, incarnation, 


and paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, and held them all 


to be only apparent.(d) 
V. They taught that as ſoon as they were 


dead, they paſſed above the juſt, above the 
heavens, and the maker of them, and went to 
their mother and unknown father; and ſo deny a 
reſurrection. (e) þ 

VI. They allowed none to be baptized but 
thoſe who preſerved their continence; and 
eſteemed married perſons incapable of ſalvation: 

VII. That if any one lapſe after baptiſm, he 


ought to be rebaptized, and that not only once 


or twice, but as often as he ſhall ſin. (7) 
VIII. If a catechumen died before baptiſm, 
a living perſon may be baptized in the room 


of the dead. (g) 
IX. That water ought to be uſed inſtead of 


wine in the Lord's ſupper. (S) 


X. That women may adminiſter the lacra- 
ment; (i) only baptiſm.(k) 


XI. That all the books of the Old Teſta- 


ment, and moſt of the New, were to be re- 


jected (7); particularly the genealogies o 


Chriſt. (n) 
XII. That war was unlawful upon any pre- 


tence whatever. 
XIII. That 


(4) Danæus. (e) Tren. 450. 9 Danzus. (g ) Echard. 
Dan. (4) Fleury. (+) Eckard. (4) Danæus.  (/) Vad, 


Mecum II. 227. (n) Danæus. 


FA aus — 


by | ow 


mal. In conſequence of this abſurd notion, they 


A. D. 144. THE MARCIONITES. 47 
XIII. That by Chriſt's deſcent into hell the 


ſouls of the Sodomites, Cain, and other repro- 


bates, were delivered from eternal death, 
conveyed to heaven. (n) | | 
XIV. That wine ought not to be drunk, nor 
the fleſh of animals to be eaten.(o) | 
XV. They held the Pythagorean metempſy- 
chifis, and aſſerted that the ſoul without the 
body would be ſaved at laſt. 


(2) Irenzus, 104 (o) Fleury, Danzus. 

This notion appears to be aſcribed to Marcion by 
Tertullian; Sed Marcion aliorſum cogit, ſcilicet utramgue 
mercedem, five tormenti five refrigerii apud inferos determinet 
eis poſitam gui Legi & Prophetis obedierint ; Chriſti were et Dei 


Jui caleftem definiat finum & portum. Adv. Marcion. 


Uſh. 279. 5 
+ See Tertullian contra Marc. 


THE OPHITES, or SERPENTINIANS. 
A. D. 150. 


* moſt ridiculous ſect ſprung out of 
the Gnoſtics, and had for their leader a 
man called EurRRATES. They received the 
appellation of Opbites from their worſhipping the 
Serpent that ſeduced Eve, aſſerting it to be 
CarisT concealed under the form of that ani- 
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44 THE OPHITES. [Cent II. 
are ſaid to have nouriſhed a certain number ef 
ſerpents, which they looked upon as ſacred, and 
to which they offered a fort of worſhip, a ſub- 
ordinate kind of divine honours, Their hereſy 


began A. D. 150 Til.—153 Ech,—165 Danzus. 
It prevailed moſt in Egypt, and continued till 


the 6th century. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That the Serpent, by which our firſt pã · 
rents were deceived, was either CHRISTH him- 
ſelf, or * concealed under the form of that 


animal. 
II. That this ſerpent ſanctified the a ate 


of the Euchariſt. (4) 
III. That CuRISsT never took upon him the 


nature of man. (e) 
IV. That there will be no mation of the 


body. - . 
V. They adored Judas the T raitor, who, ac- 
cording to them, knew alone the exact truth, 


viz. that Es au, Coran, the Sodomites, and all 


ſuch were to be ſaved; and therefore he per- 
formed the myſtery of _— Feſus. (g) 


6%) Danzus, 0 e Y Danæus. (g) Irenzus, 112. 


THE 


 AD.133.]J., ( 49 ) 


THE SETHITES, 
A. D. 199 


"HEY alerted that Seth was the true „ Cri. 
They wrote many books intitled Seth, and 

ſome bearing the names of the other patriarchs. 
This hereſy began A. D. 153, Echard; 165, 


Daneus, 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That Cain and Abel were created by two 
anbels.(g) 

II. That Seth was the iſſue of the ſupreme 
God, and a celeſtial virtue, which they called 
Mother.(b) 

III. That Jzsvs Cars> in thelatterdays, was 
the very ſame perſon with Seth in the earlier, 
and more unknown ages of the world. 

IV. That Seth was produced, becauſe Abel, 
who was to have tranſmitted a race of good 
men, had been killed by Cain, at the ſuggeſtion 
of evil angels.(i) 

V. That ſome of Cain's ſeed crept into 


Noah s ark, and gave original to wicked men( 
E. VI. That 


(z) Echard, (4) Danæus. (i) Danæus. (4) Echard, Danæus. 


co THE SETHITES. [Cent. II. 


VI. That the mother of Seth ſent the flood to 


revenge 4be!'s death; and that the angels drew 


on the flood by their 1mpurities.(/) 
VII. They denied the reſurrection of the 


body. (in) 
VIIT. That angels had carnal 1 of 


women. (u) 
7 Danzus. (n) Danzus. (2) Danzus, Epiph. 31. 


THE HERACLEONITES. 


A. D. 160. 


. tine. He refined upon the Gnoftic divi- 
wity ; and, in order to make himſelf head of a 
ſect, departed from the uſual expoſition of many 
texts of ſcripture, and ſometimes changed the 
reading, to make it comply with his notions. 
He ſeems to have lived in Egypt; for he uſed 
the Hebrew and Syriac tongue, as did other 
heretics of that country. Of this ſect Origes 
gives us a large account. 


THEIR DOCTRINE 
I. That the world was not the immediate 


3 production on the Son of God, but that he WAS 
only 


ERACLEON was a diſciple of Valen- 


© a oy) Mnf 


1C 


of 


A. D. 160.] THE HERACLEONITES. 51 


only the occaſional cauſe of i its being created 
by the Demiourgos. 
II. That there were two principles, depth 


and. fllence,(a) and that the one proceeded from 


the other; and from theſe two a great many 
other ons were produced. (S) 

III. That man conſiſts of body, ſoul, * a 
third nature.(c) 

IV. That men might verbally abjure their 
religion, if their hearts at the ſame time were 
ſincere. (d) 

V. They invoked certain names of principa- 
lities ever the dead, and anointed them with 
oil and water, and ſometimes with balm, to 
make them incomprehenſible and inviſible to 
the ſuperior principalities(e). They anointed 
ſuch as were at the point of death with oil, 
water, and balſam, that they might eſcape the 


aerial and inviſible powers. (f) 


VI. They denied the authority of the pro- 
Phecies of the Old Teſtament, maintaining that 
they were random ſounds in the air, and that 
John the Baptiſt was the only true voice that 


directed to the Meſſiah. 
— THE 


(a) Danæus. (5) Auſtin. (c) Danzus. (4) Danzus. 
(e) Fleury. (f) Danæus. 
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THE COLARBASIANS. 
A. D. 160. 


A SE C T of Chriſtians, followers cf one 
* Colarbes, or Colarbaſus, a ſcholar of 
Valentine. 
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THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That Cnnfsr was produced from the 30 
Hons(g). 

II. That ChRISTH and JEsus were two dif: 
tin&t perſons (h). 

III. That the life and generation of all 
men, with all human affairs, depended on the 
ſeven planets(z). | 

(C) Danæus. (+4) Danæus. (5) Auſtin. 
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THE ANTITAC T. 
A. D. 170. 
HEY were a kind of Gugſtics, called | 


 cavriraxra, becauſe they oppoſed the com- 
mands of God, practiſing the very reverſe(#). MW 
Or becauſe they oppoſed one God to another(!). 
They roſe about A. D. 170. Tillemont, 
Echard. 


„ r *** 1 


THRIR 
(4) Danzus, 89g, / Clem. Alex. L. 3. Strom. c. 3. 


A. D. r71.] THE ANTITACTE. 53 
THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. That fin deſerved reward rather than 
puniſhment(a). Conſequently, 
II. They wallowed in all kinds of vices and 
enormities (5). 
(a) Echard, (3) Echard, 
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The MONTANISTS, PEPUZENIAN S, 
CATAPHRYGRIANS, or: PHRYGIAN S, 


A. D. 171, 
ONTAN US was a native of Ardabon, 


a town in Myſia, near Phrygia(c). He 
was an Eunuch, a Neophyte, extremely ambi- 
tious, and without any capacity or ſtrength of 
judgment. Upon his embracing chriſtianity, 
he aſpired to the higheſt eccleſiaſtical dignities, 
to accompliſh which he pretended to be inſpired 
with a prophetic ſpirit. Montanus, with' his 
female aſſociates, Priſca, or Priſcilla, and Maxi- 
milla, ladies more remarkable for their opulence 
than for their virtues, acquired great credit in 
the Church by their prophetic Trances, in 
which they acted their part ſo well, by feigned 
diſtortions and convulſive agitations of the 
body, as to appear out of their ſenſes: and in 
thoſe firs uttered wild prophecies and predic- 
tions, which * impoſed on the people for 

divine 
(0 Epiphanius, 43, 49. Euſebius, chron. 
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divine revelations; and by affecting at the 
ſame time a peculiar ſanctity and ſeverity of 
diſcipline, gathered a great number of diſ- 
ciples, who firſt raiſed and propagated that 
ſpirit of enthuſiaſm in the Church, which ſub- 
ſiſted in it near a century; flouriſhed for a while 
through a viſionary generation or two, and then 
gradually ſunk into utter contempt.“ Monta- 
nus received the whole of the Holy Scriptures, 
except where he contradicted, or ſuperſeded 
them, by his pretended revelations. He agreed 
with the Catholics in moſt of the fundamental 
points of religion, exceeding them by an out- 
ward ſhow of abſtinence and ſeyerity, He 
began his hereſy A. D. 171(d). Pæpuza, a 
ſmall village in Phrygia, was his capital, which, 
in order to draw the deluded people thither, he 


| : called 
(4) Euſebius in Chron, 


. * Before the Montaniſts brought ecitacies into diſgrace, 

it ſeems to have been the received opinion in the Church, 

that the Prophets of the Old Teſtament ſpoke in extacy, 

& WECYEvT0, what was inſpired into them, being mere or- 

gans of the Holy Spirit, juſt as a pipe is of the muſician 

_ 2 into it. [ Athenagoras. Fuſtin. Mart. Cohort. ad 
ent. 

In order to expoſe and confate the pretenſions of Mon- 
tanus, it was then aſſerted by the Orthodox, Ferom, Epipha- 
anius, and one Miltiades, [who, as Euſebius tells us, wrote 
to this effect againſt Montanus,] that Ecſtacy is a proof of 
a diabolical ſpirit ; that the true prophet loſt not his ſenſes, 
had it in his power to ſpeak or hold his tongue, with un- 
derſtanding undiſordered, and an apprehenſive mind. EvaAn- 
b rv Kα˙ c,] dir THAERXHAS(ETE 
v9, o ar AU’ TH Tala TeoePnrevoav. Epiphanius, 


ady, Hr. L. 2.] 
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called Feruſalem. Hence this hereſy was called 
c Ppuyas, the Hereſy according to the Phrygians. 


It diffuſed from Pæpuxa, where, in effect, it was 


firſt eſtabliſhed, over almoſt all Asa, Cilicia, 
Paphlagonia, the Eaſt, Egypt, and Conſtantinople ; 
and continued till the VIIIth Century. His. 
tenets were condemned by the biſhops of Aſia 
and the churches of Gaul; and his followers 


were excommunicated in a council held A. D. 


181, at Hierapolis in Phrygia, by Apollinarius, 
biſhop of that place, and 26 other biſhops. It 
is ſaid that Montanus and Maximilla, led by the 
falſe ſpirit of enthuſiaſm which poſſeſſed them, 
hanged themſelves(e). Priſcilla died A. D. 211. 
Soter, then biſhop of Rome, is ſaid, by an 
anonymous writer of ſome antiquity, to have 


* compoſed a book againſt this ſet, which was 


anſwered by Tertullian, who dene a defender 
of their tenets*, 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 

I. That Gop would firſt have ſaved the 
world by Moſes and the Prophets; but not being 
able to effect it, he became incarnate himſelf ; 
and, not ſucceeding in the ſecond method, he 
came down by the HoLy Gnosr, in the perſons 


of 


60 Euſebius, Epiphanius, Danæus. 


* Aut. Anonym. de Hæreſ. a Sirmundi edit. hær. Py 
86. p. 28. 79. Theoph. Wernſdorf. commentatio de Mon- 


taniſtis ſæculi ſecundi. 
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divine revelations; and by affecting at the 
| ſame time a peculiar ſanctity and ſeverity of 
diſcipline, gathered a great number of diſ- 
ciples, who firſt raiſed and propagated that 
ſpirit of enthuſiaſm in the Church, which ſub- 
ſiſted in it near a century; flouriſhed for a while 
through a viſionary generation or two, and then 
gradually ſunk into utter contempt.“ Monta- 
nus received the whole of the Holy Scriptures, 
except where he contradicted, or ſuperſeded 
them, by his pretended revelations. He agreed 
with the Catholics in moſt of the fundamental 
points of religion, exceeding them by an out- 
ward ſhow of abſtinence and ſeyerity, He 
began his hereſy A. D. 171(4). Pæpuza, a 
ſmall village in Phrygia, was his capital, which, 
in order to draw the deluded people thither, he 


called 
(2) Euſebius in Chron. 5 


- * Before the Montaniſts brought eeſtacies into diſgrace, a 
it ſeems to have been the received opinion in the Church, 
that the Prophets of the Old Teſtament ſpoke in extacy, 
& WEoYevTo, what was inſpired into them, being mere or- 
gans of the Holy Spirit, juſt as a pipe is of the muſician 
_ 1188 into it. ¶ Athenagoras. Fuſtin. Mart. Cohort. ad 
ent. 
In order to expoſe and confute the pretenſions of Mon- 
tanus, it was then aſſerted by the Orthodox, Ferom, Epipha- 
anius, and one Miltiades, [who, as Euſebius tells us, wrote 
to this effect againſt Montanus,] that Eeſtacy is a proof of 
a diabolical ſpirit ; that the true prophet loſt not his ſenſes, 
had it in his power to ſpeak or hold his tongue, with un- 
derſtanding undiſordered, and an apprehenſive mind. EvaAn- 
bib TVELLLGTS KO EQgwphrvy OLavern Ha MaAgaxRASENTS 
Vw, 0; aur *AYI00 r r i TeoePnrevony, Epiphanius, 


ady, Her. L. 2.] 
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called Feruſalem. Hence this hereſy was called 
are Opuyas, tbe Hereſy according to the Phrygians. 
It diffuſed from Pæpuza, where, in effect, it was 
firſt eſtabliſhed, over almoſt all Aſia, Cilicia, 
Paphlagonia, the Eaſt, Egypt, and Conſtantinople ; 
and continued till the VIIIth Century. His. 
tenets were condemned by the biſhops of Afa 
and the churches of Gaul; and his followers 
were excommunicated in a council held A. D. 
181, at Hierapolis in Phrygia, by Apollinarius, 
biſhop of that place, and £6 other biſhops. Ir 
is ſaid that Montanus and Maximilla, led by the 
_ falſe ſpirit of enthuſiaſm which poſſeſſed them, 

hanged themſelves(e). Priſcilla died A. D. 211. 
Soter, then biſhop of Rome, is ſaid, by an 

anonymous writer of ſome antiquity, to have 
compoſed a book againſt this ſet, which was 
anſwered by Tertullian, who became a defender 
of their tenets“. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 

I. That Gop would firſt have ſaved the 
world by Moſes and the Prophets; but not being 
able to effect it, he became incarnate himſelf; 
and, not ſucceeding in the ſecond method, he 
came down by the Horv Gnosr, in the perſons 


of 


© Euſebius, Epiphanius, Danæus. 


Auct. Anonym. de Hæreſ. a Sirmundi edit. har. Rs 
86. p. 28. 79. Theoph. Wernſdorf. commentatio de Mon- 


taniſtis ſæculi ſecundi. 
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of Montanus, Priſcilla, and Maximilla. That 
Montanus had received the fullnefsof the Spirit, 
of which only part had been communicated to 
the Apoſtles; that he had received the Paraclete 
or comforter,which Jzsus ChxTSH had promiſed 
to ſend to his diſciples; for which reaſon he 
was called the Parac/ete(a). . 
II. | That ſecond marriages were a kind of 
Fornication, which the apoſtle Paul had allow- 
ed, becauſe he knew but in part, and propheſied 
'” ll 


(a) Fleury, 

1 The ancient Fathers were all ſo far Montani/ts, as to 
condemn ſecond marriages, as in ſome degree criminal, 
For they not only excluded Digamiſts from holy orders, 
but obliged them” to perform one or two Nas penance, 
and to abſtain, in the mean time, from the Euchariſt( 1). 

Thus Juſtin Martyr calls marriage vor dt iI Gvopronr 
yewmor(2). And again he tells us, xa o Kupios de nuwy 
Inovs XS v 0, Go Th EX Hag De ere Nn, GAA wa; 
XATERY NON Yevvno S Nui &vopus, Xo gelen 0 NK. 
qx vuvuoias cf p ins 00aT1 wear Tw Oh TW avlpure 
FACE 103). 

Trenzus conſiders marriage amongſt the Jews as a matte 
indulged them, becauſe of the harane/s of their hearts, —Ex 
quid dicimus de veteri Teſtamento hæc? Quandoquidem & 
in novo Apoſtoli hoc idem facientes inveniantur propter 
prædictam cauſam, ſtatim dicente Paulo; bzc autem ego 
Aico, non Dominus. Et iterum ; Hoc autem dico ſecundum in- 


* 


dulgentiam, non ſecundum præceptum (4). 5 
. 888 1 La Athenageras, 


{1) Concil. Neocæſ. can, 7. Concil. Laod. can. 1, 
Bail. can. 4. (2) Juſt. ap. Grabe Spicileg. Patrum T. 
H. p. 180. (3) Ibid. p. 180, 181, & alibi. (4) Iren#- 
ue, L. 4. c. 15. eee I” 


— 


=— 


AD. 171.] THE MONTANISTS, c. gy 
in part, They called the Catholics, who ac- 


knowledged more than one 2 Phchici, 
or carnal men (s). 


II. 


(3) Tertull. de Monopam. c. 1. 

Atbenagoras, ſpeaking on the ſame fubje&, ſays, To 
TagFeve wor i ti ele parnev raping r 
Oc 1). 

We find in Fertullinn this nice diſtinction. Nihil, ſays 
he, tale Paulus indulſit, qui rotam Carnis necefitatem 
probis etiam titulis obliterare conatur. Indulget Nuptias, 
pa arcit ſane Matrimoniis. Hoc ei ſupererat carnem vel a ſor- 


dibus, a Maculis enim non potelt(2). 
St. Baſil, writing on primitive Innocence, expreſſes hiv 


ſentiments thus. E de en 8% rey Ka woTar Tov 
| Tx60Juco * Tov £xes Grov Tov Adup ETICREY/2.40, Evpoig 
av ur & ftv T&600840% un Xee60v E0y,nromaks Proves 
gur T1Y Vuvaixa, jeror de TW Wapabaniv, t Tov 
DJ averov, xa THI EXTAYTW TE THEXIETY, TOTE TIW Yοον,-,. 


YWwoxoral 3). 
St. Jobn Cbryſoſtom delivers himſelf to che ſame purpoſe. 


Man de n Tagyivin jacv e , 1a TY Vatan moreges 
1p £Pavn, dic rar de enuonhev vslegov 0 0 Ya, 
* TRaV[hc avaſoor evopurCero' etc, we tit chf 
uT&xew 0 Adj. ux av edence rr. K rg avs Ono, 
al TOTQUTOL jVELRGES eye % 3===ELTE ours, EVTE erte, 
u £X,w AeYewv, To Y Cn weve vuv, ori Vajpes wn edu 
r Oe T T0 rt Toinoaus Tos Ems Tys yy 
Ng). 

So Saint Jerom. Ac de Adam quidem & Eva illud di- 


cendum, quod ante offenſam in Paradiſo Virgines fuerint; 
poſt peccatum autem, & extra Paradiſum, protinus Nup- 


tiæ (5). 
1 Legat. c. 29. ed. Oxon. (2) De Pud. 568, 569. 
ed. Lond. 1689. (3. De vera Virginitate, p. 771, ed. 
Par. (4) De Virg. T. 4. p. 331. ed. Par. (5) Hier. 
ady. Jovinian, L. I. p. 160. 
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III. That it was not lawful to fly in time 
of perſecution, but neceſſary to ſuffer martyr- 
dom( c). 

IV. They practiſed new and extraordinary 
faſts, as three Lents, and two weeks of Nero- 
phagy,in which they ate nothing but dry food (d). 

V. The Montaniſts by pricks or inciſions drew 
blood from the body of an year- old infant, 
which blood they mixed with meal, and of it 
made bread for the Euchariſt. If the child died, 
they looked upon it a Martyr; if it lived, a great 
Prieſt(e). 

VI. They baptized in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Montanus, or Priſcilla and Maximilla(f), 
This baptiſm they believed to be valid even 
after death ; and, therefore, baptized after death 
ſuch as had not received baptiſm in their life 
time (g). 

x9 Epiphanius, Kalas Tertull. de Coron. mil. c. 11: 


(4) Epiphanius. (e) Auſtin. / Baſil. Ep. can. 1.c. 
1. Theophylact. in Luc. xxiv. (g) Philoſtr. de. _ 8 


A. D. 171. (59) 


The ENCRATITES, TATIANITES, 
ABSTIN EN TES, AQUARIANS oz. 
HYDROPARASTATE, 


A. D. 171. 


1 were followers of one Tatian, an 

_ © Aﬀfiyrian, a Platonic philoſopher, and a 
diſciple of Juſtin Martyr, and is diſtinguiſhed 
by the ancients for his great genius, learning, 
and auſterity of life and manners.—After the 
death of his tutor, A.D. 169, he wrote a learned 
treatiſe againſt the Gentiles, which is {till extant. 
He came to Rome in the reign of Antoninus Pitts, 
and during his reſidence there diſcovered none 
of his errors; but returning into the Eaſt, he 
preached at Daphne near Antiach, in Cilicia, and 
in Pifidia. It is ſaid he was bold enough to. 
change many words of St. Paul, pretending to 
correct the conſtruction of his diſcourſe, He 
joined the four Goſpels into one continued work, 
which they called rooagy; but omitted the 
Gencalogies, and other parts ſhewing our Lord to 
be born of David according to the fleſh, He 
founded his hereſy A. D. 171, in the reign 


of Marcus Aurelius(ꝰ“). He cltablithed the 
firſt 


(2) Euſeb. hiſt. L. 4. c. 27. (5) Tillemont, Echard, 
A, D. 172. Fleur. 
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firſt ſchool of the Encratil es in Meſopotamia, 
from whence they ſpread to Antioch, and into 


Cilicia, Pamphilia, Pifidia, Afa Minor, Greece, 
ah, Gaul, Aquitaine and Spain. They were 
called Eyxpariras, Encratites or Alſtinentes, be- 


cauſe they gloried in living a life of ſevere 
Celibacy and Abſtinence; Aquarii, becauſe they 
uſed Water inthe Lord's Supper; Togoragatlarai, 
from vive, Water, and ragacſerne, an Exbibiter, 
Preſenter, or Adminiſtrator(i).— They made 
great uſe of the Acts of St. Andreu, St. Fobn, 
and St. Thomas, and other apocryphal pieces, ſuch 


as the Goſpel of the Egyptians. Their chaſtity, 


however, was a little ſuſpected, becauſe they 
uſed all forts of means to draw women into- 
their ſect, and were always ſeen in company 
with them. Tatian joined ſeveral of the errors 
of Marcion, and Valentine; from Valentine he 
took the fable of the ons; from Marcion, the 
doctrine of two principles, and of the injuſtice 


of the law. 


THEIR DOCTRINES. 
x. They acknowledged a power in the Devil, | 


independent of God. 
II. That the Eons of Valentine are well 


founded (a). 


IH, 


(i) Danzus, (a) Auſtin, Danzus, | 


A.D. 171.] THE ENCRATITES, &c. 63 

III That Adam was damned(4), 

IV. That it is neceſſary to abſtain from wine 
and fleſh(c). 

V. That water is to be uſed inſtead of wine 
in the Lord's ſupper (d). 

VI. That celibacy is preferable to mar- 
riage (e). That marriage is a corruption and 
lewdneſs(f). That no married perſon ought 
to be admitted to their communion. Perhaps 
this is chiefly, if not wholly, to be underſtood. 
of ſecond marriages. See more in Danzus. 

VII. That the Law was not delivered BY the 
ſame God as the Goſpel (g). 


0 Univerſal Hiſtory, I. 79. Ce Fleury. C4 Fleury. 
6e Danæus. / Auſtin. (g) Fleury. See alſo 
Clem. Alex. §tromat. L. iii. p. 460. — Epiph. xlvi. c. 1. p 
391. —origen de Oratione, c. xili P- 77 · Oxford Edition. 


* 
— 


The ADAMITES, or PRODICIANS. 


HEY took the name of Adamites, from 
1 part of their doctrine teaching that ſince 
the death of Chriſt, they were as innocent as 
Adam before his fall; and, conſequently, went 


naked in their aſſemblies. They were called 
Prodicians from their author Prodicus. And 


ſometimes we meet with them under the name 


of Qrigent Ms. This ſect was a branch of the 
Carpocratians, 
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Carpacratians, and had its riſe A. D. 171, 
Tillemont, Echard.— A. D. 167, Danæus.— 
A. D. 130, Du Freſnoy. Their hereſy was ſoon 
extinguiſhed, but was again revived in A. D. 
1412, by a Picard, profeſſing himſelf the Son 
of God, and taking the name of Adam. 


THEIR DOCTRINES. 
I. They called the place where they afſem- 
bled Paradiſe( h; the Paradiſe promiſed by God 
to the Righteous(7). Their conventicle was 
contrived in the manner of a. Bagnio, with a 
Stove underneath. (&). | | 
II. That men and women ought to appear 
naked at the public meetings (I), in imitation of 
Adam while in the ſtate of innocence, which 
ſtate CurisT had recovered for them(m). That 
clothes were the badges of ſin, and ſo ought not 
to be worn by thoſe that are free from it(n). 
They did not go naked in the ſtreets(s). 
III. That marriage was not allowable, becauſe 
Adam did not know his wife before he 
finned(p). 
IV. That women were common; and, there- 
fore, at their aſſemblies, they put the lights 
out, 


U Auſtin. (i) Danæus. CI Bayle. 0 Auſtin. 
( Danæus. (9 Danzus. (e) Bayle. (2) Auſtin. 


9 ä * » — _— 
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out, and committed lewdneſs 6 


1500. 
V. T hat we ought not to pray to God, for 


he knew what we wanted(7). But St. Epipha- 
nius and Auſtin expreſly ſay they did pray. The 
former affirms they profeſſed continency. So 
that Clemens Alexandrinus was wrong to attri- 
bute all the extravagancies of Prodicus to them, 
becauſe he was their founder. Thirty or forty 
years are ſufficient to render the principles of a 
ſect very unlike thoſe of its founder(s). 


(4) Clemens Alexandrinus. (r) Clemens Alexandrinus. 
(5) Bayle. | 


2 „„ — 2 


The AL O GI, ALOGIANS, 
ARTEMONIT ES, or BERYLLIANS, 


A. D. 152. 


WE RE ſo called from their denying the 

Aeyes, or divinity of Chriſt; and for 
that reaſon they rejected the goſpel of St. John. 
One Artemon is thought to be their foundgr ; and 
from him they were ſometimes. called Arte- 
monites; ſometimes Beryllians, from Beryllus, a 
biſhop in Arabia, who embraced their errors. 
They began A. D. 171, Tillemont, Echard ; 
and ſpread through Aſia Minor. 


THEIR 
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THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That JESsus CarisT was not Gop, the 


Aoy@&/(a), but a mere man(3). 
II. That the goſpel and Revelations of St. 


John are to be rejected(c), as being written by 
the heretic Cerinthus(d). 


(a) Auſtin, (5) Danzus. (c) Auſtin, (s) Danzus, 


— 


2 9 — i 3 — 
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Q 


THE BARDESANISTS. 


A. D. 173 


HIS ſect was fo 4 from their 


Leader Bardeſanes, a Syrian, of Edeſſa, in 


Meſopotamia, He was a man of very acute 
genius, and acquired a ſhining reputation by his 
numerous writings. He firſt followed the hereſy 


of Valentine, afterwards withdrew from it, but 


always retained ſome relicks of it. This hereſy 


began ſpreading itſelf A. D. 192, Tillemont— 
173 Echard——177 Danaus —— 16, Bs 8 


Freſuay. 
THEIR DOCTRINE, 


I. They admitted two principles in the uni- 


verſe, one good, one bad; were followed in this 
doctrine by Manes(e). 


(e) Jortin, 
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II. They admitted the ons of 3 f J; 
and invented new ones (g). 

III. They denied the reſurre&tion of the 
dead(b): 

IV. They admitted ſeveral apoerypha books 
for ſeriptureſ(i). 
V. They believed that the Ackiofs of aten 
depended altogether upon fate, and that God 
himſelf was ſubje& ro neceſſity(æ). 


Sor ( d. þ) Danæus. 
eats Do aan de 


Frid. Strunz, Hiſt. Bardeſanis, &c. 


* asl — 5 c 
THE SEVERIANS. 


EVE RUs, their chief, impbeved upon the 
errors of Tatian(/); His Concubine Phi- 
lumena pretended to have a familiar Spirit; who, 
ſhe ſaid, appeared to her in the ſhape of a Boy, 
ſometimes as Chriſt, ſometimes as St. Paul. 

She deluded the multitude by foretelling future 
events, and performing miracles, as the putting 
a large loaf of bread into a glaſs veſſel which 


F | had 


* (1) Fleury, I. 236, 


M * 
— — —ä—3——ÿ— — —— 
* « ” - 
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had a narrow neck( n). He began his hereſy 


A. D. 178---Danzus, 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
J. That the world was made by An- 


gels, to which they gave ſtrange names (n). 


II. That it was not lawful to drink wine, as 
proceeding from a tree engendered by Satan, 


who, in the ſhape of a Serpent, copulated with 
the Earth(s). 


III. They denied the reſurrection of the 


body (v). 
IV. That the Old Teſtainent was to be re- 


jected(g); alſo the Epiſtles of Paul, and the 
Acts of the Apoltles(7). | 


V. That the Devil is the Son of the great 
Prince of the Principalities, or Angels, who 
created the Earth; they called * 2 
baoth. 

VI. That Man conſiſted of two natures3 


ö aſcribing the parts from the head to the navel to 
God, but from thence downwards to the Devil. 


(en) Auſtin, c. (%) Danzus. (e) Auſtin, ib. 
{(#) Auſtin, ib. FAY Auſtin, ib. (7) Echard, ib. 
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The APO STOLICS, or APO- 
DT XT'TEF IS: 
A. D. 178. 


HIS Se& was ſo called, becauſe the pro- 

feſſors pretended to renounce the world, 
fold their poſſeſſions, embraced a voluntary 
poverty, and lived externally more after the 
examples of the Apoſtles than other Chriſtians. 
Apotactites, | erore.vlopdis, to ren6unce. 
They were a branch of the Tatians; and be 
gan in Piſidia, and ſpread themſelves over 
Pamphylia, Cllicia and Phrygia, . about A. D. 
178, Dahzus— 204 Du Freſnoy, who 
ſays that Theodo/iuis enacted, that year, laws 
againſt them. | 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 


I. That no married perſon could be ſaved ; 


conſequently; not to be admitted into the 
Chirch(a). 

II. That the riches and poſſeſſions of this 
world muſt be reriounced ; and that there oughr 
to be a community of goods (5). 

i Ul. That 


+6) Auſtin, (8) Aufini 
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| III. That Chriſtians, lapſing z after baptiſm, a are 
not, upon their repentance, to be received into 
the Church(c). 

IV. That the acts of St. T a and St. 
Andrew, with the goſpel according to the 
Egyptians, are parts of the uy Scrip- 
tures (4). 
A Epiphanius. () Danæus. 


3 —— —— — 
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THE HERMOGENES. 


A D. 175. 


H ERMOGENES was a native of Africa, 4 
Painter and Philoſopher. He lived. till the 
time of Tertullian(e); till the year 200, 
according to Tillemont : but according to Du 
F reſnoy, he did not preach his erroneous 
opinions concerning the origin of the world, and 
the nature of the foul, till the year 208.* 


1 


"2 


OQ Fleury, E 251. 


, 9 by his aſſertion of the lelF-exiſtence and im- 
prodation of matter, endeavoured to give an account (as 
toic philoſophers had done before him) of the original of 
evils, and to free God from the imputation of them. He 
argued thus. God made all things either out of himſelf, 
or out of nothing, or out of pre-exiſtent matter. He could 
not 


AD: 158) THE HERMOGENES. 6g 


HIS DOCTAING: pe. 


I. He eſtabliſhed matter as his firſt. prin- 
ciple, and made Idea the Mother of all the 
Elements; for which reaſon his followers 
were commonly called Materiarians.” 

II. That Angels were compoſed of Fire 
and Spirit, and were the creators of the Soul 
of Man. a ts, 

III. That Chriſt, as he aſcended, diveſted 
himſelf of human nature, and left his body 
in the Sun. 1313 

IV. They utterly denied the reſurrection, 
and rejected Vater-Baptiſi. 

Tertullian wrote againſt this Heretic, and 
has given a full account of his errors( F). 

; Fs. See 


pot make all things out of himfel f, becauſe, himſelf being 
always unmade, he ſhould then really have heen the maker 
of nothing: and he did not make all out of nothing, 
becauſe, being eſſentially good, he would have made every 
thing in the beſt manner, and ſo there could have been 
no evil in the world: but fince there are evils, and theſe 
could not proceed from the will of God, they muſt need: 
riſe from the fault of ſomething, and therefore of the 
matter out of which things were made(1). Some modern 
ſects do alſo, at this day, aſſert the uncreatedneſs of matter 
but theſe ſuppoſę, as the Szaics did, body to be the only 
hanse eee | 


(1) Tertullian. adv. Hermog. p. 282, (2) Cudworth 


Intell. Syſt. p. 197+ 
V Tert. L. contra Hermog. & contra Prax. 


l 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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See likewiſe T heodoret(g). Seleucus and Hermiaz 


embraced the ſame opinions. 


) Theod. hæret. fab. c. 19. 


THE ARTOTYRITES, 


„ 


= EY were a branch of the Montanifts 
and were called Artotyrites from Zeros, 
bread, and rupos, cheeſe, which they uſed to eat 
at the ſacrament. i 


7 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


* hat Bread, and Cheeſe, which was then 


made of ſheep's milk, ought to be adminiſter- 
ed in the Euchariſt (H). In other 8 they 
= with the Montaniſts. 


(5) Danæus. 
den, ts = ; 


THE 


11, 


i 


2 4 


A. D. 180. 6719 
THE AQUEL. 
A. D. 180. 


HIS fect were ſo denominated from Agra, 
Water ; when they firſt began, is not very 
certain. (a) They were indebted to Hermogenes 
for moſt of their tenets. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


That water was not created, but co-eternal 

with God.(b)* e 
(a) Danæus. (3) Auſtin. 

This ſeems to have been the doctrine of Thales, the 
founder of the Ionian ſchool. He thought that water con- 
ſtitnted the univerſal baſis, or the common matter of which 
all things are made. This philoſophy was long in vogue in 
Jonia, and in Greece. It was the ſyſtem of thoſe times. 
And when Pindar ſays, in the beginning of one of his odes, 
that Vater is good; this word, which now ſeems cold and 
miſplaced to us, had at that time a ſcientific air, and inti- 
mated that che poet was a philoſopher. | 
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THE ORIGENIANS. 
A. D. 180. 


1 founder was one Origen, or Orige- 
x | nius, of whom we have. no account ex- 
tant. In the fourth century we meet with ſome 

| 5 Ty few 


72 THE @RIGENIANS. Cent. II. 
few of this ſect in Paleſtine. They derived their 
Opinions. from, the Gnoſtics, and had their. riſe. 
A. D. 165, according to Danæus; but the real 
time is very uncertai in. Freſnoy makes it 230. 


THEIR: DOCTRINE. 


* hey. condemned marriage, and held a+ 
community of women. (c) 

II. They rejected ſome of the books: of the. 

ew Teſtament. (d) 

III. That the fn of Onan was juſtifiable, 
Waen they could not get women. (e) 
() Danæus. (4) Danæus. (e) Danæus. 5 


The APELLITES, APELLEIANS, 
or,  APELLICIANS.. | 


A. D. 180. 


1 LIES was a native of Syria ; whence _ 
coming to Rome, he was corrupted, as to 
his..dactrine,.. by. Nhilumena, and in return.made- 
a proſtitute of her. He became a rigid diſ- 
ciple of Marcus, but, ſor his incontinence, be- 
ing excommunicated, he fled to Alexandria, 
where he broacked a new-hereſy, which chiefly 
diffuſed through. Egypt and Ala. Tertullian 
ſpeaks thus: The Holy Ghoſt foreſaw an 
pngel of ſecuRion in 2 certain virgin named 
/ Philumena, b 
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Philumena, transforming_ itſelf into an angel of 
light, by whoſe deluſion Apelles ſhould be taught 
a.new hereſy. "0 By the oracular reſponſes of 
this demoniac virgin, he learned to deny the 
veracity of che Prophets, and reject the law of 
Moſes, and in many writings to blaſpheme the 
divine oracle. (g) Deceived by her diabolical 
poſſeſſion, he wrote the revelations which he 
learned from her. The book was intitled 
Pavegwouc, or, the Prophecies and Revelations of 
Philumena. Apelles lived to be yery old, and 
in his latter days appeared very grave and 
rigid.(5) Du Freſnoy places this ſect A. D. 
175 —Echard, A. D. 180.— —Danzvus, A. D. 181. 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 

I. That there was one ſupreme Gop, who is 
good; by him another Gop was made, whe! is 
evil, and who created the world. (i) 

II. That Jzsvs CnRIST had not real fleſh, as ia 
affirmed in the goſpel, but an elementary body, 
and converſed on earth in appearance only; 
that in his aſcenſion he left behind him that 
body, making his entrance into heaven only 1 in 
his ſpirit.(&) 

III. They denied the reſurrection of the 


NE - IV. They 


(f) Tert, „ (s) Euſeb. I. v. c. ) Fle „J. 
197 ©) 2 (Fear, ” 0 2 wy 
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75 THE APELLITES. [cent. II. 
IV. They deſpiſed the Law and the Pro- 

phets. (a )1 iN 

V. They rejected Ui: part of the New 


Teſtament. (c) b 
| (#) Darn. | 100 Echard. 


The FLORIAN S, or FLORINIANI. 


A. D. 182, 


HIS ſect was ſo called from its author 
Florinus, a Romiſh prieſt. He was a 


diſciple of Polycarp, and was degraded by 


Pope Eleutberius. We have a letter of St. 
treneus to Florinus, on the ſubject of his 
tenets. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
To the errors of Valentine they added, that 
Gop was the author of original ſin. (d) 


(4) Euſebius, I. 5. c. 15. 


48 w 


THE RHETORIANS. 
A. D. 183. 


1 E founder of this hereſy was one Rhe- 


torius, of whom we have no certain ac- 


count. Danæus places them A. D. 18 3. ſome 


authors, 
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authors, not till the fifth century, but perhaps 
falſely, as we find them mentioned by St. Au- 
guſtine, who died the beginning of that century. 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 


That all heretics are in the right, and ſpeak 


the truth. (e) 
(e) Auſtin. 


The MARCOSIANS, or MARCIFES. 
A. D. 185. 


HIS ſect of heretics had for its founder 


Marc, a diſciple of Valentine. — He pre- 
tended to magic; for having pronounced a long 
invocation over a cup filled with wine and 
water, (J) he made it appear of a purple red, 
ſaying, that the ſovereign grace had cauſed his 
blood to drop into it; ſo that the deluded peo- 
ple who were preſent crouded to drink of it. (g) 
He gave out that he could give more than the 
Chriſtians profeſſed to do. (h He particularly 
addreſſed himſelf to ladies who were rich, and 
of ſome qu ality. After having made them bleſs 


| a cup of wine and water in his preſence, he. 


poured out this Nenne Euchariſt 1 into a veſſel 
much 


9 Echard 349- (E) Fleury, I. 239. (6) By. Pat 


Men. * nt. 20. 


4 
if 
| 
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much larger, pronouncing at the ſame time an 
incantation over it, promiſing an inereaſe of 
grace: the liquor then which was poured from 
the ſmaller cup ſeemed to fill the greater, even 

to oyer- run. He debauched many beautiful 
women; under pretence of teaching them to pro- 
pheſy. (i) He obtained vaſt umz from the 
rich; and perſuaded the fair, that by complying 
with his deſires they acted piouſly, and were re- 
pleniſhed with the Holy Ghoſt. () He began 
his hereſy A. D. 148 Daneus—A.D. 185 Ecbard. 
It ſpread over Egypt, Ala, and Gaul (Y, chiefly 
about the Rhone, and continued till the fourth 
century. (mn) Many of the fables which compoſe 
their errors are ſtill in uſe and credit among 

the Greek monks. © See Tournefort's Voyage, : 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


Kr They aſſerted the Æaus of Falcheine. (1 

II. That Cnxlsr ſuffered oy” 1 in appear- 
ance. (o | 

III. They denied the reſurrection of the 
body. (p) 

IV. They baptized in the name of the un- 
| known Father, of Truth the mother of all, and of 
hi who aſcended upon 25 (a) 


V. They 
{i) J Bleury, (4) Rchard. C Danæus. (m) Echard. 


(=) Auguſtus, (09) Auguſtus, ) Auguſtus. 
2 1. (2) Aug 
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V. They pretended ſtrange 3 in the 
Greek alphabet. (ay 

VI. They committed what crimes © they | 
pleaſed, profeſſing themſelves more enlight- 
enced than St. Peter and St. Paul.(f) 

VII. They had a great number of apocry- 
phal books, which they held for canonical; and 
of the ſame authority with ours. Out of theſe 
they picked ſeveral fables, tquching the infancy 
of Jzsvs CyRIsT, which they put off for true 


hiſtories. 


(e) Fleury, Danæus. (Cf). Echard. There is an ample 
account of the Marcefians in ItznAatvs contr. Har, 
1. i. c. Aiv. p. 70 


The THEODOSIA Ns 
ARTE M ONITES* 
A. D. 193. 
HEIR author, Theodotus, a tanner of Hy- 


zantium, was originally a Montaniſt, (g) but 
being apprehended, with many others, in the 


fourth general perſecution under M. Aurelius, 
his companions ſuffered martyrdom, and he 
became an apoſtate. Afterwards, not being able 
to ſupport himſelf under the reproaches he every 
where met with, he flew from his own country, 
and came to Rome. He had not reſided there 
long before he was diſcovered, and upbraided 
in 

C) Epiphanius 54. Theodoſius, Hzr, Fab, I. 2. c. 20. 


28 THE THEODOSIANS. [Cent II. 
in like manner for his deſertion of the truth. 
At a loſs what to ſay, he invented a wicked 
excuſe, ſaying, It is not God whom I have de- 
ce nĩed, but a man.” Upon being queſtioned, what 
man? heanſwered, © Jeſus Chriſt, who is a meer 
ce man.” Victor, biſhop of Rome, excommuni- 
cated him, with Artemon, the chief of his diſ- 
ciples. (S) This hereſy began A. D. 193, Echard ; 
A. D. 203 Danæus. St. Epiphanius calls theſe 
heretics Aogès, without the word, from their de- 
nying the word preached by St. John. (i) 


THEIR DOCTRINES; 

I. They taught, that though CHRIST was con- 
ceived by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, yet 
he was a meer man, only excelling others in 
Juſtice and ſanctity of life. (&) DE 

II. They changed, and interpolated thoſe 
paſſages of ſcripture which urged againſt their - 
tenets. (I) 

III. That it was lawful to r Chriſt in 
times of perſecution. by. 
The 


00) Euſebius, I. v. c. 26.27. (i) Epiphanius, 51, 4 and 55. 
5 Echard 354. ä I. 5. c. 28. ( Danæus. 


A.D. 193.1 Tm 
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The QUARTODECIMANS, or. 


TsTTagaxas dt KATH 08, 


A. D. 197. 


WERE thoſe who celebrated the feſtival of 

Faſter quartd decimd luna, on the 14th 
day of the firſt vernal moon, at the time the 
Jews began their paſſover. In the year 197, 
Viftor, biſhop of Rome, aſſembled a council, 
and ſent the biſhops of Aja, who embraced 
that doctrine, the ſynodical letter, by which 
they were declared excommunicated. (a2) The 
church of Rome, and other weſtern churches, 
kept Eaſter on the 14th day of the ſame moon, 
if it happened to be Sunday; otherwiſe, on the 
firſt Sunday following at.{4) A. D. 276, The 
Ajfiatics abandoned the above cuſtom of cele- 
brating Eaſter on the 14th of the month of 
March, and not on the Sunday following. 
This cuſtom paſſed into Syria, where it had 
been unknown, and continued to be practiſed. 
there, till the general council of Nice, which 
ordered that Eaſter ſhould be celebrated on the 
Sunday following the 14th of the month of 


March, through all the chriſtian churches(c). 
THE 


(a) Kuſebius, 8 5. . 23, 24, Ec. (3) Prideaux, II. 234. , 
239. (e) For a fuller account of this controverſy the Reader 
is referred to Mos xs 1M'sCommentar,de RebusChiiſk. ante 


Conſtantinum, M. p. 425. 
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THE MELCHISEDECHIANS. 
A. D. 198. 


A SECT which taiſed Melehiſedeck even to 
an equality with Jzsvs CHRIST. They 


are oftentimes called Theodefrans, from their 


foundef, one Theodgfius, who gave riſe to this 


hereſy, A.D. 198, according to F uy Danæus 


Places it A. D. 262. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


1. That Melchiſedeck was a divine power, 
ſuperior to Jzsus CHRIST; and that Melchiſedeck 


was advocate and interceſſor for the angels, 


as Jesvs CHRIST was for men. (d) 
II. That Melchiſedeck was eternal. (e) 


III. That Jzsvs Cunlsr was meer man A ö 


(4) Fleury, Epiphanius. (e) Echard. (F) Fleury. 
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The DOCITES, or DOcETR. 


A. D. 200. 


O denominated from Joxuv, 1 appear; be- 
cauſe they imagined, and taught, zhat Ixsus 
cu acted — ſuffered not in reality, but 
only 


0 
re 
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only in appearance. Julius Caſſian, a diſciple of 
Valentine and Tatian, was the father of this 
hereſy. He wrote a book about continence, 


wherein he quoteth a paſſage out of the falſe 
goſpel, entitled, according to the Egyptians, which 
ſuppoſeth Jesus CHRIST ſpeaking againſt mar- 
riage in diſcourſe with Salom?. In explaining 
the bock of Geneſis, he ſaid; that marriage 
was the forbidden fruit. 


THEIR DOCTRINE: 


I. They taught that Is us CRIST was incar- 
nate, acted and ſuffered, not really, but ap- 


parently. (a) | 
II. That marriage is not lawful. ( 


(a) Echard. (5) Fleury. 
The PRAXEANS, MONARCHII, or 
PATRIPASSIANS; 
A. D. 200; 


i RAXEAS, the head of the ſe& of here= 

_ tics denominated by theſe ſeveral names, 
was a native of Phrygia, and, originally; in prin- 
ciples a Montaniſt; but relinquiſhing that he- 
reſy, he came to Rome under the pontificate of 
Viftor, and there broached his own errors: He 
„ Was 


— — — 
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was a man of genius and learning, but 
of a turbulent and enterpriſing temper, 
and had been impriſoned for the faith. His 
followers were called Monarchii, from their al- 
lowing but one perſon in Gop; and Patripaſ- 
fians, from their attributing the croſs and paſ- 
ſion to the FaTHER, as well as to the Sox. (c) 


Praxeas began his hereſy at Rome A. D. 200. 


He afterwards proceeded into Africa, where 
Tertullian obliged him to recant; but he ſoon 


owned, and again publiſhed his former errors. (d) 


Tertullian wrote againſt this Reretic and Hermo- 
genes. 
THEIR DOCTRINE. 
That there is no plurality of perſons in the 


Gop-ntapD; but the FaTHER is the ſame perſon 


as Jesus CaR1sT the Son; and conſequently that 
the Father was incarnate, born of the Virgin, 
and did ſuffer on the croſs. That the Trinity 


in Unity was no other than one perſon conſi- 


dered under three different reſpects. (e) 


THE 


(c) Caten. Græc. Pat r. c. 5 3. (4) Tertul. cont. Prax. 


c. i. p. 634. (e) Caten. Grac. Patr. c. 53. Petri Weſ- 


ſelingii Frobabilia, c. xxvi. p. 223. 


of- 


HERETICAL HISTORY 
OFF THE 


THIRD CENTURY: 


THE ARCHONTICKS: 
A. D. 203; 


O called, 4 r ag Nr, from the Arcbangels, 

concerning which they erred. They were a 
branch of the Valentinian Hereſy, and found par- 
ticularly in Paleſtine and Armenid, whete they 
continued till the time of Epiphaniucs. They 
defended their errors by writings which they 
called the Revelations of the Prophets, and the 
Harmony(a). One Peter, a monk of Paleſtine, 
was the firſt of this denomination. Their 
riſe is placed by Echard A: D. 203, —by 
Dancus, A. D. 341. 


G 1 1 


(a) Echard, 370. 


— 
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THEIR DOCTRINES. 


I. That the Arch-angels created the 
Worlds (5). | 

II. That the Gop of Sabbaoth, or of the 
Jews, exerciſed a cruel tyranny in the ſeventh 
Heaven; that he begat the Devil; that the 
Devil begat Cain and Abel of Eve; and, that 
the Woman was the work of Satan(c). 

III. They denied the reſurrection(d). 

IV. That lewdneſs was conſiſtent with Sal- 
vation(e'. That men were faved in virtue of 
their knowledge (J). 

V. That the Sacraments were to be re— 
jected . 


(5) Aug Allee (e) Danæus. (a) Auguſtine. (e) Auguſtine, 
( / ) Panees Echard. (g) Danæus. 


THE ANGELITES. 


. A. D. 213. 


80 denominated from Ayy:2s, the ſubjeck 
of their errors. They were not numer- 
ous, but prevailed chiefly in Piſidia and 
Phrygia. Danzus, by conjecture, places them 
1213. 


THEIR 


Cs 


nos. 
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THEIR DOE 
They held that the FarhER, Sow, and Hol v 
GHnosrT, are not the ſame; that none exiſts of 
himſelf, but that each is God by a partici- 


pation of Deity. They believed the Worlds 


were created by Angels, and therefore wor- 


ſhipped them.---See Auguſtine and Danæus. 


— — —— — 8 


THE NOETIANS, 
A. D. 230. 
(a) WERE diſciples of Moetius, an Epbeſian, 


| the Maſter of Sabellius. He ridicu- 
louſly called himſelf Moſes, and his brother 


Aaron. At firſt he denied his errors before the 


prieſts of Epheſus, but afterwards. publicly 
perſiſted in them( 2). He was excommunicated 
about A. D. 171, Danæus. A. D. 230 Fleury. 
Du Freſnoy places it A. D. 240. There was a 
council held againſt Nottius, at Epheſus, A. D, 
245(C). 
* THEIR DOCTRINE, 

I. That there was no diſtinſtion between the 


divine perſons in the Trinity(d); but that the 
lame divine perſon was FATHER, SON, and HorLy 


II. That 


(a) Epiph. Ivii, tom. 1. p. 479. (4) Theodoret, 
Heret. Fabul. I. iii. c. iii. p. 227. Sabellius. (e) Baluz. 
Hard. Tom. I. - (4) Fleury. . 236. (e) Auguſtine, 
Panæus, Echard, 421. | 
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II. That the Fa rHER had ſuffered as being the 
ſame with the Sox; ſo that he was viſible and 
paſſible whenever he pleaſed(e). * 

(e) See the Diſcourſe of Hir rorxrus againſt the Hereſy of 


NoerTvs, publiſhed 2 FABRICIUS in the ſecond volume of 
his works. | 


THE VALESIANS. 
A. D. 240. 


E ſect ſprang from one Valens, an Arabian 
Philoſopher.— They were all Eunuchs, 
and St. Epiphanius F) derives them from the 
Cnoſtico, but confeſſes he neither knew their 
opinions, nor time. We find them condemned 
in the council of Achaia held A. D. 250g). 
They began A. D. 240, Echard. A. D. 249, 
Danæus. A. D. 250, Du Freſmoy. Sce Fleury, | 
II. 66. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. They believed that concupiſcence deprived 
a man of his free will, and that in order to be 
ſaved he muſt become an Eunuch(ꝰ). 
II. That the Law and the Prophets were to 


be rejected(i). . 
T HE 


3 10 E gras, 50. G0 Baluz. in Collect. 00 Danzus. 
6. Ech bard. 0 
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The TERTULLIANISTS, 
A. D. 245. 


HIS ſect received their name from that 
famous lawyer and divine TERTULLIan. 

He was a Prieſt of Carthage in Africa, and at 
firſt a very zealous Catholic; afterward became 
a furious Montaniſt, and maintained their errors 
by his writings; for which being excommuni- 
cated;he preached opinions of his own. He wrote 
many treatiſes inLatin againſt differentHeretics, 
particularly Marcion, the Valentinians, Praxeans 
and Hermogenes, and ſometimes in Greek. There 
is a manuſcript of his in that language in the 
Eſcurial in Spain. This great defender of the 
Chriſtian religion fell off from the Catholic 
church in the pontificate of Zephyrinus, about 
A. D. 205 Du Freſnoy.—A. D. 245 Ecbard. 
They were extinct in the time of Auguſtine. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. They believed ſecond W to be un- 
lawful (). 
II. That the ſouls of Children were de- 
rived from their Parents by traduction( ). 
IH. That 
(4) Echard. (1) Echard. 
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III. That human fouls increaſe, are ſolid, 
have three dimenſions, the ſhape and parts of 
the human body(m). - 
IV. That the Souls of wicked Men are at 
laſt turned i into Devils(n). 
V. That a Chriſtian ought not to bear: arms, 


nor, as a Judge, to ſentence any one tq 
death 1 


(u) Danzus. | (2) Danzus, cap. 86. (o) Danzus. F 


THE ELCESAIT Es. 
A. P. 247, 


8⁰ denominated den their Prophet Eleeſai. 
Dan æus make them the ſame with the Elx- 
ans mentioned in the preceding Century. 
Fleury places them A. D. 247 Danæus about 
the year 243. : 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 

1 The fundamental doctrines of Elceſai were 
that J=svs CuzisT, who was born from the 
beginning of the world, had appeared, from 
time to time, under divers bodies, &c. 

II. They oppoſed the Virginity of the Virgin 
III. That 
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III. That the Holy SpIRIT was ſiſter to 
CukIsTHJ; and held water to be a Gop. 

IV. That it was lawful to become Apoftata's 
in the time of perſecution, and they approved 
of one, only, Apocryphal book, made by 
themſelves (a). 


(a) See Euſebius, Epiphanius, Theodoret, Auguſtine. 


| | on Wee 6 
„ Pie * 1 * — 


The ARABIANS, or ARABIEI. 
A. D. 246. 


f re ſect was fo called from the Country 
where they appeared. At the Council of 
Arabia, held A. D. 249, Origen convinced them 
ſo fully of their error, that they abjured it (). 
Their riſe is placed about A. D. 247 Fleury,— 
A. D. 250 Danæus.— R. D. 246. Du Freſnoy. 


THEIR DOCTRINES. 
| Their diſtinguiſhing tenet was, that the Soul 
| and Body died together, and roſe again(c). 


( Euſchius, l. ir. e. 19. e) Auguſtine, 
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The NOVATIANS, or CATHARI, 
i. e. PURE, or PURITANS, 


A. D. 250. 


HIS auſtere fect of Chriſtians derived their 
principles from Novatius, an African Bi- 
ſhop, orNovatian,aPrieft of the church of Rome, 
They were alſo called Cathari, from Kade, 
pure, becauſe they pretended to an extraordinary 
purity of life, and affected to wear white gar- 
ments. They ſeparated from the communion 
of the Church of Rome, thinking them too 
eaſy in admitting to repentance and communion 
thoſe who had fallen off in time of perſecution. 
Novatien made a ſchiſm againſt St. Qprian, 
and ſtirred up one at Rome againſt Pope 
Cornelius, charging him with relaxing the 


_ diſcipline of the Church, and communicating 


with the Japſed, eſpecially with one Trophimus*®. 
He was at laſt flain in the Perſecution. This 
| | hereſy 


* 'This St. Cyprian calls a falſe and ed charge; : 
fer, as to 'Lrophimus, though he was of the number of the 
T hburificati, that is, though he had offered frankincenſe to 
Idols, and even perſuaded his Flock (for he was a Preſby- 
ter, or 1 to follow his example, yet he had ſufficiently 
atoned for his crime, by a ſincere repentance, a long penaꝑce, 
and, above all, by bringir-g * his People with him, 
who would not hare return'd without him. Cp. Ep. 54+ 
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hereſy flouriſhed above a Century. A. D. 251. 
Fhey were condemned by the council of Rome, 
again A. D. 252 by the Council of Cartbage( d), 
and A. D. 253 by the Council of Antioch(e). 
The writings of Novatian are, An Epiſtle among 
thoſe of St. Cyprian, & Liber de Trinitate, cum 
Tertulliano Rigaltii. - 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 


I. They aſſerted there was no admiſſion 
into the Church by the Repentance at 
Baptiſm, grounded on the words of St. Paul. 
Heb. vi. 7. They nevertheleſs admitted par- 
don upon their repentance ; and accordingly 
they recommended penitence in the ſtrongeſt 
terms; but that the Church had not a 
power of receiving them again to com- 
munion(f). 

II. That ſecond marriages were unlaw- 


fullg). 


THE 


(4) Regia Harduin. tom. I, (e) Baluz. in Collect. 
Labbe, tom. I. (F) Euſebivs, J. vi. c. xliii. p. 242. 
Cyprian us variis Epiſtolis, xlix. lii, &c.—Albaſpinzus 05. 
Jer vat. Eccleſ. I. ii. c. xx. xx1,—Kenckel De * Nove- 
Hand. ( 8/ AugaRine. : 
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THE ESQUINISTS, 
A. D. 250. 


HEY were a ſect but little followed; 
and adopted, at the ſame time, the errors 
of Montanus, Novatus, and Sabellius. 


FX 9 


4 — m — — 


The ORIGENIS TS, or ADAM AN- 
| TASIES 


A. D. 253, 


THE X were the followers of the errors 
of the famous Origen, and ſpread over 

all Egypt, Syria, Ala, and particularly Conſtan- 

1 tinople. They continued till tlie end of the ſixth 

12 Century. Origen was a prieſt of the Church 

1 of Alexandria, born in the year 181, and was 

al | one of the moſt learned Fathers of the Greek 

= Church, and one of the moſt laborious. In 

the year 232 he was depoſed and excommuni- 

| LE | cated 


Sccr. Evager. Auguſt, 
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cated“ by Demetrius Biſnop of Alexandria, and 
the ſentence approved of by moſt other Biſhops, 
eſpecially the Biſnop of Rome, who aſſembled 
his clergy on that occaſion; for what elſe could 
St. Jerom mean, by telling us that Rome 
aſſembled her Senate againſt Origen(a)? He died 
at Tyre A. D. 252, poor, and deſtitute even of 
common conveniencies. This ſect did not begin 
till after his death, Tet 

THEIR DOCTRINE. 

I. Origen is accuſed of believing that 


 CrxrisT and the HoLy GrosT are creatures. 


This Auguſtine tranſcribes from Epipbanius, at the 
ſame time owning that the defenders of Origen 
ſaid, that he taught that the FarRHER, Sox, and 
HoLy GrosT,wereof one and the ſame eſſence(c). 


His ſentiments with reſpect to the Trinity were 


very different from thoſe which afterwards pre- 
vailed in the Latin Church(d); but they are re- 
preſented as orthodox(e), particularly by Bafi/ 
and Greorgy Narianzen(f). 

IT. That 


* His works are, Ejus opera Grece-latina, ex Recenſione D. 
Crolt de la Rue, Monachi Benedictini, in Folio. Paris, 
1733 and 1740. 3 vol.— Origenis Hexapla, a D. Bernerds 
ae Montfaucon, in folio, Paris 1719. This laſt work, of which 
there only remain ſome fragments, contained the Greek 
verſions of the Old Teitament in different columns. 


(a) Rufi. in Hier, L. 2. p. 225. (e) See Darzus, 
(4) Le Clerc. 114. (e Fiddes, I. 391. Stephens's 
Serm. p. 36. ½% Socr. L. 4. c. 26. | 
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II. That at firſt Gop created a certain number 
of pure Spirits, moſt of which erred; and, ac- 
cording to the greatneſs of their crimes; were 
joined to different bodies, which were created on 
purpoſe to puniſh them; ſo that from pure 
ſpirits they became Angels, Stats, or Men. For 
Origen was of opinion, that there wete Angels 
compoſed of ſouls and bodies very ſubtile; and 
according to their merit appointed to different 
offices ; that the Stars were animated, being a 
ſtately ſort of priſons for ſuch Spirits as were 
leſs culpable than thofe of this lower world; 
that ſuch Spirits which had committed the 
greateſt crimes were joined to the bodies 
of Men (Y). 

III. That there would be no Reſurrection 
of the Body (a). Some ſay that Origen did not 
reject this article, but thoſe that are beſt ac- 
quainted with his writings are of a different 

opinion(S). 
IV. That the happineſs of the bleſſed will 
not make them incapable of Sin(c) ; upon the 
commiſſion of which they will return to their 
former wretched ſtate (d). That one Spirit, who, 
preferably to the reſt, had continued ſtedfaſt 
to Gop, by a more perfect charity, was for his 
merit united to him after a more excellent man- 
ner, 


| 7 ) Danizus, Pp. 146. (a) E 1 hankds: b) Aut uſtine. 
(c) Fleury. 128 Auguſtine. * ( e 
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ner, ſo as never to be ſeparated from him; and 


that this was the ſoul of Jesus CHRIST(e). 

V. That the damned, and even the Devils, 
after a long ſeries of ages, ſhould be purged, 
diſcharged from puniſhments, and admitred 
into Heaven(f). | 

VI. That neither the joys of Heaven, nor 
the pains of Hell, would be eternal ; but that 
there always were, and always will be, revolu- 


tions of happineſs and miſery(g). That all 


Spirits, except the Soul of. Jzsus ChRISH, are 
liable to change from good to evil, and from 


evil to good. 


VII. That after this world there will be ano- 
ther, and ſeveral others after that, as there have 
been many before it; nay, that there never 
was a time when there was no world, but that 


it was coëternal with God“. | 
| VIII. That 


(e) Fleury, III. 170. (f) Tuile xt ic, &c. - per Ccono- 


miam quandam Peccatorum veniam conſequetur, &c.— 


Orig. de Orat. Se. 61. p. 169 ,-Hierom. Epiſt. ad Pam- 
mach.—Orig. in Epiſt. ad Rom. (g) Auguſtine. 


The doctrine of the World's co- eternity with God was 
maintained by many of the Antients. The firſt aſſerter of 


this opinion upon record is Ocellus Lucanus, who lived not 


long before the time of Plato, oy his antiquity and 
authority have been oppoſed to thoſe of Mo/es(1). He 
affirms, in a ſhort treatiſe we have under his name, that 
the univerſe is utterly incapable either of generation or 
corruption, of beginning or end (z). But his arguments in 
5 ſupport 
(1) Vide Oracles of Reaſon. p. 215. (2) Ocel. Lucan, 
4 Univerſ. p. 506, inter Opuſc. Mythol, edit, per Gale 
1688. | | 
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VIII. That Heaven, Paradiſe, &c. were 
| | not 


ſupport of this opinion are very weak. He attempts to 
rove the eternity of the world, from its Figurability and 
otion, both being circular, and therefore without begin- 
ning or end(3), or with arguments equally abſurd and 
ridiculous. 5 
Ariſtotle, as is well known, held this dogma. He aſſert- 
ed, that not only the matter of the Heavens and Earth 
were ingenerate and eternal; but that even Mankind, and 
all ſpecies of Animals, male and female, have ſubſiſted from 
everlaſting by a perpetual courſe of generation, without 
any original beginning or production; and that the earth 
had for ever been adorned with Trees, Plants, Flowers, 
Minerals, and other productions, as we now ſee it to be(4)- 
| Ariſtotle was led to aſſert the world to be eternal; an opinion 
totally irreconcileable with what he delivers elſewhere of 
Gravity and Levity, from a belief that an effect muſt needs 
eternally proceed from ſuch an eternal cauſe as the Divine 
Mind, which being all act, and energy, could not reſt in a 
ſtate of inactivity. Several other reaſons were given by 
himſelf, and his followers, agreeing nearly with thoſe o 
Ocellus, which may be read in Philo Jud. de Incorruptibi- 
litate Mundi, p. 940. The true notion of this great Phi- 
| loſopher appears to have been, that though the world had 
no temporary generation, yet it was produced from one 
| | Supreme Deity, after ſome other manner(;). - 
. Theſe ſentiments of Ariſtotle were embraced by many 
learned Mahommedans, who were thence named Dehrians, or 
Eternalifts. Of this opinion al Fardhi, al Kendi, Ebn Roſpd, 
and Ehn Sina, (which two laſt we uſually call Averroes and 
Avwicenna) were ſuſpected; and therefore their Philoſophy 
was publickly, and even in the Pulpit, inveighed againft 
by the more Orthodox, and themſelves branded with the 
invidious appellations of Atheiſts and Infidels 69. | 
Though Plato himſelf plainly acknowledges the world 
to be made by Ged, yet having uſed ſeme expreſſions, 37 
x f | | | : 


(2) Ib. ct. (4) Ariſtot. de cœlo, L. 1. c. 12. (5) Sim- 
lic. in Ariſtot. Phyſ. L. 8. & L. 1. c. 1. (6) Vids 
Þ'Herbelor. Biblioth. Orien. p. 303. | 


2 
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not to be underſtood literally, but allegori- 


| | H IX. That 


if he thought the time of its formation to be indefinite? 
as when he ſays, that the World muſt needs be an eternal 
reſemblance of the eternal Idea(1), his Followers, who. 
adhered to Ariſtotle, took advantage of theſe expreſſions, ane 
explained them ſo, as if by the creation of the World was 
not to be underſtood a Creation in time, but only in order 
of nature, cauſality and dependænce( z); that is, that the 
will of God, and his power of acting, being neceſſarily as 
eternal as his eſſence, the effects of that will and power 
muſt be co-Eval to the wills and powers themſelves; 

in the ſame manner as gh: would eternally proceed 
from the Sun(3), or a ſhadow from an interpoſed budy, 
or an impreſſion from an impoſed ſeal, if the reſpective 
cauſe of thoſe effects were ſuppoſed eternal (4). 

The latter Platoniſts were ſo fond of the world's eternity, 
that to ſupport it, they forced the conſtruction of their 
Maſter's words,eſpecially his7 imæus, to anſwer their purpoſe; 
conceiving they might hy all means poſſible conceal and deny 
the generation of the world, as if it were ſome horrid thing, 
and not to be ſpoken of. | | 

It is well known that Platoniſm was very early introdu- 
ced into the Church; and the doctrine of the world's 
co- eternity, after being favourably received by Origen th 
the third Century, was, in the fixth Century, ſuffered pub- 
lickly to be taught in Alexandria by Ammonius, the Scholar 


of Proclus(s), the grand champion for this opinion, and not 
-- Without ſucceſs. See more on this ſubject in the Univerſal 


Hiſtory; folio, vol. I. p. 3. 


.) Plato in Timæo. () Plotinus En. 3 L. 2. c. 1. 
(3) Idem. (4) Dr. Clarke's Demonſt. &c. p. 37. (5) Za 
charias Mitylenenſis in Biblioth. Patrum, v. II. p. 331. Ed. 

Pariſ. 1644. | | | 


f Philo, a fanciful Platonic Jew, aas, with Origen, as 
fanciful a Platonic Chriſtian, in thinking that the Hiſtory 
of Paradi/e and the Fall; the Trees, the Rivers, the 
Shrubs, even to the Coat of Skins, made for the Exiles 
from Eden, were perfectly allegorical. Kala vor Sele 
| | HAPAAEL- 
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IX. That the garments of fins, witht 
which Gop clothed Adam and Eve, were their 
Bodies; and that they were — before 


they ſinned( &). | 
X. That they ſinned in a heavenly Para- 


diſe(/ on. 
See the 5th Section of Bramab's Shaſtak, pub-. 


hſhed by Mr. Holrvell, 1766. It appears there, 
that Origen's ſyſtem was the ancient doctrine of 
India. He had too much ſenſe to admit of the 
tranſmigrating of rational ſouls through every 
claſs of Reptiles, Fiſnes, Birds, and Quadru- 
Laer He taught, that the Souls of Men 

Were 


(#) Fleury, II. 65 5. (7) Du Pin, I. 171. 
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were fallen Angels; but to the dungeon of the 
human Body is the loweſt of their fall for pur- 
gation upon Earth: that in the Stars and Pla- 
nets above us are ſtatelier priſons for Spirits, who 
have leſs guilt, or whoſe guilt has been partly 
purged away ; as in the various regions of 
Gehenna are diſpoſed various degrees of puniſn- 
ment. He fancied, likethe Bramins, a continual 
rotation of Souls from bottom to top; and from 
top to bottom of this ſcale ; a conſtant tranſ- 
miſſion of them through all the intermediate 
ſtations of happineſs, 6 and puniſh- 
ment. | 
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THE SABELLIANS. 
nn 
H Is ſect of erroneous Chriſtians received 
their denomination from SaBELL1us, a Ly- 
bian, born at Ptolemais, a city of Pentapolis, 
and a diſciple of Noetus. They had many follow- 
ers in Meſopotamia and Rome. —They were 


anathematized with many other Hereſies in a 
Council held at Conſtantinople A. D. 381. 


' THEIR DOCTRINE. 
Thy reduced the three Perſons in the Trinity 


to three ſtates, or relations, or rather reduced 
the whole Trinity to the one perſon of the 
H 2 Father, 


10 THE SABELLIANS. [Cent. III. 
Father, making the Word, and Holy Spirit, 


to be only emanations, or functions thereof. 
Epiphanius tells us, that the God of the Sabellians, 
whom they called the Father, reſembled the 
Son, and was a mere ſubtraction, whereof the 
Son was the illuminative Virtue or Quality, and 
the HoLy GrosT the warming Virtue (a). 


(a) Epiphanius, 6s Augustine, c. 41.—Euſebius, 1. 7. 
de præp. Evang. t. 8,—Wormi Hiſt. Sabellian. 


THE ETERNALS, 
A. D. 260. 


80 called by Danæus, from their opinion 
of the Eternity of the world, are by him 
1 8 to have bad their riſe A. D. 260. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


That this world, even after the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, will continue in its preſent ſtate, 
without any change (5). 


(3) Auguſtine. 


THE 
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THE DELIVERERS; 
A. D. 260. 
80 denominated by Danæus from 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 
That upon Car1sT's deſcent into Hell, Infi- 


dels believed, and all were delivered from 


thence(s). 


O) Auguſtine, Danzus c. 79. 


oF 6 


The PAULIANISTS, or SAMOSA- 
TENIANS, 4 


a I 264. | 
PAL of Samoſata, Biſhop of Antioch, their 


founder, was a vain and arrogant Man, 
whom riches had rendered infolent and ſelf- 
ſufficient, He introduced much confuſion and 
trouble into the Eaſtern Church, by his new ex- 


plication of the doctrine of the Goſpel, concern- 


ing the nature of Gop and CunisT(c). He was 
1 from his epiſcopal office at a Council 
aſſembled in the year 26904). 

H 3 THEI x 


(e) Euſebius, I. 7. c. xxx. c. p. 279. (4) Epiſt. Concil. 
Antioch. ad Paulum in Bibliotheca Patrum, tom. xi. p. 302. 


— 
1 
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THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That Cugrsr was a mere Man, who began 
to exiſt when conceived in the Virgin's 
womb(a). 

II. That there was but one Perſon in n the 
Gophrabp; upon which account they did not 
baptize in the name of the FATHER, Sox, and 
Holy Gnosr. But Athanaſius expreſsly aſſures 
us, they did uſe the right form (3). | 


Ca Auguſtine. Euſebius, I. 7. c. 22. (86) Step. Serm. 24. 


The MANICHEES, or SOLIT ARIL, EN- 


CRATIT®, APOTACTITE, HY- 
© DROPARASTATE, and SAC- 
COPHORI. | 


A. D. 277. 


Ta E Hereſy of the Manichees made great 


noiſe in the Church for many ages, and is 
much ſpoken of by the Fathers: its author was 


Manes, a Chaldean or Babylonian. He was born 


about A. D. 240, and was a learned and in- 


genious Man, a good Aſtronomer and Geogra- 


Pher. 


* 44 50 * — 1 . 1 


wards rooted out 
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pher*, He taught that the Earth was ſpherical; 
for which reaſon he was reviled as a heretic(a), 
He was ordained a Preſbyter in the Chriſtian 

H 4 Church:; 


(a) Jortin, from Beauſobre. 


The firſt principles of the Manichees were broached 
by one Scythian, a native of Arabia, who, to prove his 
doctrine, of two Principles, which he was led to believe 
from . obſerving many beings in the univerſe, ' oppoſite to 
one another, wrote four ſmall books; the firſt ſtyled, The 
Myſterics ; the ſecond The Chapters; the third, The Ge/ 
5¹ ; and the fourth, The Treaſures. He travelled with a 

iſciple, the only one he had, named Terbiurbus, to Jeru- 
ſalem, where he died(1), Upon his death, Terbinthus 
ſeized his Books, Gold, and Silver, and every thing he 
had. He fled into Perſia, and there changed his name to 
Buddas. At his death he left the books and money to a Wi- 
dow, at whoſe houſe he had lodged. The Woman being thus 
enriched (for Buddas left her conſiderable ſams) ſhe pur- 
chaſed a Slave about ſeven years old, named Cubrichus, to 
whom ſhe bequeathed the books, with every thing the 

oſſeſſed at the time of her death. Cubrichus having made 
Fimſelf maſter of the doctrine the books contained, and 
improved it with many of his own opinions, began to preach 


it in Seleucia, or Ctefip bon. But firit, to conceal the mean- 


neſs of his-original, he took care to change his name from 
Cubrichus into that of Manes, ſignifying, in the Perſian 
„ Po, and alluding to the talent, which he 
certainly had, of ſpeaking well(2). | 

Manecbiſin not only cauſed great confuſion in the Chriſtian 
Church, but even threatened the overthrow of the Reli- 
gion of Zoroaſter; for Manes, reſiding a long time in Perſia, 
there broached his abſurd notion of two eternal, ſelf-ex- 
iſtent Beings, and by mingling the doctrines of Magiiſm 
with Chritianity made up a monſtrous ſyſtem of incredible 
doctrines, attended with very ridiculous practices. See Hyde, 
R. V. P. c. xxi, p. 275. However, theſe notions were after- 

bo the authority of the civil magiſtrates. 


(1) Archelsi Epiſt. contra Manet. diſp. a Valeſ. edit · p. 
94, 96. (2) Epiphanius, c. 4. bot 


i 
j 
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Church; but on broaching his Syſtem was ex- 
communicated. Manes was not contented with 


the quality of Apoſtle of JESsus CHRIS, but 


_ alſo aſſumed that of the Paraclete, whom Jzsvus 


had promiſed to ſend( e). He choſe twelve 


Diſciples, among whom where Addas, Thomas, 


and Hermias. Theſe he ſent in his life time into 
ſevera] Provinces, to preach his Doctrine. 
Addas travelled into Syria, Thomas into India, 


- and Hermias into Egypt. Manes having under- 


taken to cure the King of Perfia's (WARRANES I, 
or probably Saros) Son, and not N 
was impriſoned upon the young Prince's death, 
whence he made his eſcape into Meſopotamia; 
and afterwards withdrew ro a ſmall village on 
the banks of the river. Stanga, with an intent to 
conceal himſelf, but was there apprehended, and 
by the King's order flayed alive. His body was 
thrown to beaſts, to be devoured; and his ſkin, 
ſtuffed with ſtraw, was hung up at the gates of 
a city in Meſopotamia(c), where it was to be ſeen 
in the time of Cyril of Jeruſalem, and Epi- 
pbaniusſ d). He was bold, ingenious, learned, 
and inſinuating. He borrowed many things 
from the Ancient Gnoſtics; on which account 
many Authors conſider the Manicheans as a 
branch 


(4) 7 c. 4. 1 Euſebius L. 7. c. . 30. Soer. L. 
1. c. 22. 25 . e Arch. ib. Soer. L. I. 


$» 22. 


4 Ho 
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branch of the Gnoſtics. In truth, the Manichean 
doctrine was a ſyſtem of philoſophy, rather 
than of religion. His followers were divided 
into two orders, the Auditors or Hearers, and. 
the Zl:#(e). The Elect profeſſed a ſtate of 
poverty, and a ſevere abſtinence, keeping their 
faſts with great rigour. Of this order there 
were twelve, whom they named Maſters, and a 
thirteenth, who was the chief, in imitation of 
CHRIST, and his TwelveDiſciples. Under theſe 
were ſeventy-two Biſhops, ordained by the 
Maſters ; and theſe Biſhops ordained Prieſts and 
8 The Auditors, or Hearers, were allow- 
ed to have poſſeſſions, and live in general like 
other men ; to eat meat, to drink wine, and even 
to marry if they choſe it, but were by all means 
to avoid the begetting of children, and the 
killing of any living creature, let the occa- 
ſion be ever ſo urgent). The Manicheans 
_ firſt appeared A. D. 277, Fleury—A. P. 278, 

Danæus. They were moſt numerous in Arabia, 
Perfia and Egypt ; but alſo infeſted Paphlagonia, 
Meſopotamia, Syria, Greece, Africk, Spain, and 
Reme itſelf, They kept their ground at leaſt 
ſeven hundred years, in ſpite of every power, as 
well ſpiritual as temporal, combined to ſuppreſs 


and deſtroy them. 
1 HEI R 


2 Auguſtine de Morib. Manich. c. 28. OO Auguſline 
contra Lit. Petil. L. 3. 
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| THEIR DOCTRINES. 
I. Manes eſtabliſhed two principles, viz. a 
good one, and an evil one. The former, which 
he called Gop or Light, did nothing but good; 
.and the latter, which he called the Devil, or 
Darkneſs, and ſometimes HyLz, or Matter, no- 
thing but evil(a). nodes i porn 
This philoſophy. 1s very ancient, and Plutarch 
treats of it at large in his is and Ofrris*. 
909 | II. That 


(a) Cyril. Epiphanius. Arch. ib. Socr. L. 1. c. 22. 

® Manes borrowed this doctrine of Two Principles from 
the fyſtem of the Egyptians. Ofris they looked upon as 
their common Father, a Principle from which all the good 
that happened toEgypt ſprun g. Phyton (or Phyz ) was looked 
upon as an evil-minded 1 fond of thwarting, per- 
petually intent vpon croſſing and prejudicing them. They 
made him the principle of all diſorder, and charged him 
with all the Phyſical Evils they could not avoid, and all the 
Moral Evils which they did not care to lay to their own 
charge. Hence came the doctrine of two oppoſite prin- 
ciples, equally powerful, inceſſantly ſtriving againſt each 
other; and alternately vanquiſhed and victorious. This doc- 
trine the Egyptians handed down to the Perſians, where 
Manes, I ſuppoſe, met with it, under the names of Oro- 

mazes and Arimanes. Vide Plutarch. de Iſid. & Oſir. 
The peculiar Doctrine of the Magi was the duality of the 
ſpiritual nature, which they affirmed to be good and evil, 
virtuous and wicked, benevolent and deſtructive: theſe 
natures they diſtinguiſhed by calling the one Light, and the 
other Darkneſs, or rather in their own terms, Yezdan and 
Ahreman. Hence it came to paſs that their whole religion, and 
all the queſtions of the Magi, turned on theſe two points, the 
explication of light being mixed with darkneſs, and of light 
frecing itſelf from darkneſs. Though the Magi affirm 
9 5 . theſe 
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II. That there are five elements of the na- 
tion of Darkneſs, i. e. of the Devil, viz. Smoak, 
Darkneſs, Fire, Water, and Wind, which begat 
their peculiar Princes; That Men, and all two- 
footed animals, were produced by the Princes of 
Smoak ; Reptiles, by thoſe of Darkneſs; four-foot- 
ed Beaſts, by thoſe of the Fire; Fiſh, by thoſe of 
the Water; and Birds, by the Princes of the ind. 
5 - III. That 


theſe two principles, yet the moſt ancient of them did not 
think themſelves obliged to affirm that both exiſted from 
eternity; on the contrary, they held only light itſelf exiſtent, 
and that darkneſs was produced; but in accounting for 
this they were ſometimes at a loſs: however, they con- 
ſtantly aſſerted that they received theſe doctrines from wiſe 
Men and Prophets, among their anceſtors ; firſt, from Keyo- 
margs; ſecondly, from Zerwan the great; thirdly, from ano- 
ther Prophet, whoſe name was Zerduſt. The Keyomarthites 
inſiſt that Keyomaras is the ſame with Adam. The Keyo- 
.marthites alſo affirm that their great Maſter eſtabliſhed 
the opinion of two ſpiritual beings, -Yezdan and Abriman, 
acknowledging the former to be eternal and ſelf-exiftent, 
_andowning the latter to be produced and created; and that 
after this manner, Texdan, 1. e. God, ſaid in himſelf, Un- 
lefs J am oppoſed, how ſhall it be? i. e. how ſhall my glory 
riſe ? Which thought produced darkneſs, which is oppoſite 
to light; and then began the controverſy which has ſince 
ſubſiſted between them. Shariftani ap. Hyde Rel. vet. Per- 
Jar. c. xXu. p. 294. E 
It would not — difficult to produce authorities, to prove 
that this doctrine of a good and evil principle was the 
conſtant belief of all the Pagan nations, and of their wiſeſt 
Men and Philoſophers. It may be found among the 
Chaldeans, in their Aſtrologers ſuppoſing two of the Planets 
to be malevolent, and two beneſicent; among the ancient 
Greeks, in their ſacrificing not only to Jupiter Olympius, 
but alſo to Hades, or Pluto; and what elſe was the Monad 
and Dyad of Pythagoras, the contention and friendſhip of 
Empedocles, the mind and infinite matter of Anewagoras, 
but a good and evil God? See Plutarch de Iſid. & Oſirid. 
P- 369, &c. | | 
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III. That to oppoſe theſe five elements, God 
had ſent five other elements, formed of his own 
ſubſtance, viz. Air, Light, Fire, Water, and Wind. 
IV. That in the conflict, the good and bad 
elements mixed, viz. the Air with the Smoak ; 
Light with Darkneſs ; the good Fire with that 
which is evil; the good Water with the bad; 
and the Winds in like manner: conſequently, 
that the world is compoſed of a mixture of the 
two natures of good and evil. 
V. That the Sun and Moon were two veſſels 
(naves) which wandered about in the Heavens, 
as in a wide Sea; the Sun being compoſed of 
the good element of Fire; and the Moon, of 
that of Water : that in theſe two veſſels, the 
Sun and the Moon, there were young People 
of both ſexes, extremely beautiful, whom they 
called the HolyVirrues ; and that the Princes of 
Darkneſs, who were likewiſe of both ſexes, fell 
in love with them; and that the conſequences of 
this love were very wonderful, and that amongſt 
other things they produced Rain.“ 
VI. That Gop the Father inhabiteth in the 
moſt diſtant Light; the Sox, in the Sun; the 
WISspou, 


This opinion of Mares, that the Souls of the Righteous 
went to the Moon, agrees with the Stoical Doctrine, thus 
delivered by Lucan. 

Quodque patet Terras inter, Lunæque Meatus, 
Semidei Manes habitant, quos ignea Virtus 

Innocuos vita, patientis Ætheris imi, 

Fecit, & æternos animam collegit in Orbes. Lucan 1 ix. 6. 
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Wispon, in the Moon; and the Holy Gnosr, 
in the Air. 

VII. That the God who gave the Law by 
Moſes, and ſpake by the Prophets, was not the 
true Gop, but one of the Princes of Darkneſs. 

VIII. That CHRIST was not incarnate, that he 

had no real body; that he was neither dead, nor 
riſen; that he was the Serpent that tempted 
Eve; that he aſſumed the appearance of fleſh, 
and thereby impoſed on the ſenſes of Men; 
that he was a conſubſtantial part of the 
Father. | | : | 
IX. That Manes was the Holy Ghoſt, the 
comforter, promiſed by CHRIST. 

X. That there would be no Reſurrection of 
the Body. 

XI. That there are two Souls in every 
Man, the one good, of the ſame ſubſtance 
with God; the other evil, being part of the 
Devil. | 

XII. That the ſouls of the Faithful, i. e. the 
Elect, were purged by the Elements, then carried 
up to the Moon, thehce to the Sun, which 
conveyed them to God in order to their being 
reunited to him: That the ſouls of the Hear- 

| ers 


(a) This notion of the Son, or Ac, he ſeems to h * 
adopted from what the Perſians he:d concerning Mir HRA, 
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ers returned into the Elect; or into the meat of 
the Elect, and ſo were purged without exccting: 
into any new body 

XIII. That the Souls of thoſe who kad not 
received the doctrine of Manes were ſent to. 
Hell, to be tormented there for a certain time 
by the Devils, according to their crimes; and 
that, when they were thus purged, they were 
ſent back to the bodies of other Men, Beaſts, or 
Plants; and if they did not amend, they were 
at length thrown into the great Fire. That 
after the conflagration of the world, the evil 
ſubſtance, being ſeparated from the good, would 
'be impriſoned, eternally, in a globe, for which 
2 covering would be made of naturally good 
Souls, but ſuch as could not be purged from 
the evil ſubſtance mixed with them: 

XIV. That the whole myſtery of the Re- 
demption conſiſted in ſeparating the particles of 
the Divinity from the evil bodies to which 
they were united, in order to. reunite them 
to their firſt principle: That this ſeparation 
was effected ſeveral ways, particularly by paſſing 
through the bellies of the Elect as diet ; and the 
ſeparated particles tranſmitted to Gop by the 
veſſels of the Moon and Sun. 

XV. That it was not lawful to ſeparate ſouls; 
that he who killed any animal, ſhould be chan- 
ged into the ſame animal; and he that plucked 


oe 
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| up any Plant, ſhould be changed into that | 
Plant; and yet they ate Herbs when ga- 


thered by other perſons: That Trees, Plants, 


and Herba, are ſenſible of pain, when cut, : 


cropt, or gathered ; and that a field cannot be 
cleared of Briars and Thorns, without innu- 
merable Murders : therefore the Ele& neither 
worked in the Fields, nor gathered Fruits or 
Herbs ; but theſe were brought to them oy, 


their hearers. 
XVI. That Men had no free-will, but that all! 


things were done by a fatal neceſſity. 

XVII. That Sin was a RN that did 
live and ſubſiſt of itſelf. 

XVIII. That Magiſtrates are not to be 
obeyed. | 

XIX. That War is upon no account law- 
Ak: 
XX. That Altns ought not to be given, but 
to their own ſect. 

XXI. That they might have Wives to ſatisfy 
their luſt: That they ought to wallow in all 


Impurities; but ought to hinder Conception, : 


leſt the divine ſubſtance, which entered into 
them by their meat, ſhould paſs into another 
body. For this reaſon they had no favourable- 
thoughts of marriage. | 
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XXII. That Water-baptiſm was inſignificant. | 


They uſed it, but after a corrupt manner. 
XXIII. That the Euchariſt was to be cele- 
F had with the abominable mixture of human 


ele 
XXIV. They prayed in che day tow-ards the 


Sun; in the night, towards the Moon, if it ap- 
peared; if it were inviſible, towards the North, 
by which the Sun, when it ſets, returns to the 
Eaſt. They prayed ſtanding. They workhipped 
the Sun and the Moon. 

XXV. They ſwore frequently by the creatures: 
without any ſcruple. 

XXVI. They rejected the Old Teſtament, 
and what they diſliked of the New, preferring 
certain apocryphal writings to the Holy Scrip- 


tures(a). 


(a) Sce Aug. Hzr. 46, & in Fauſt. per tot. Theod. Her: 


Fab. L. 1. c. 26. Arch. p. 190, &c.—Commentari! de rebus 


Chriſtianorum ante Conſtantinum magnum. 


4 . ? | 


The SELEUCIANS, or HERMIANS, 
A. D. 280. 


HIS whimfical fect of | Heretics had for 


their head one Se kucus, and Hermias. 
Far ſprang up about A. P. 280, Dancus. 


THEIR 


0 < 
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THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. That Matter was co-eternal with Gob, 
conſequently not created by him (5). 

II. That the human Soul was formed by the 
Angels, of Fire and Air( c). 

III. They denied that Jesvs CHRIST fat on 
the right hand of Gop, and aſſerted that his 
reſidence was in the Sun, by which he enlight- 
ened and enlivened the Earth; miſtaking 
Pſ. xix. 50d): | 

IV. That Water was N 
cant(e). 

V. That the Reſurrection at the Body con 
ſiſted in the generation of Children, and that it 
is to be underſtood in no other ſenſe(f). 

VI. That there never was any viſible Para- 
diſe(g). 

VII. That Evil, i. e. Sin, is ſometimes to be 
aſcribed to Gon, ſometimes to Matter (h). 


1 THE 
(5) Auguſtine. Ce) Auguſtine. (4) Auguſtine, 


(e) Auguſt | Auguſtine. A ating... 
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THE PROCLIANITEs, 


A hs 


" culus. They ſeem to have followed ſoon after 
the foregoing Heretics(a). 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
Was the ſame with the preceding, except 
that they added, that Cazisr was not come in 


the fleſh(5). 


(a) Danzus, Auguſtine, (5) Danzus, Auguſtine, 


THE HIERACITES, 


A. D. 288. 


HIS ſe& of Chriſtians received their deno- 5 
mination from their leader, Hierax, a phi- 
loſopher and magician of Egypt. He wrote 
ſeveral books; and among the reſt, a fabulous 
explanation of the ſix days of the creation, 
and 


ol called from their author, Proclus or Pro- 
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and many hymns. The ſeverity of his life 
procured. him followets. He admitted only 
virgins, widows, and ſuch as continued in a 
ſtate of continence; into the number of his diſ- 
ciples ; and ſeduced ſeveral Aſcetics. From part 
of their doctrine, that the Word, or Sow of 
Gon; was contained in the FarTRHER, as a little 
veſſel is in a greater one, they had the name of 
Metangimoniſts, from a Greek word; which 
ſignifies; contained in a Veſſel. Cave makes Hitras 
flouriſh A. D. 302. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
1. That Melchiſedeck was the Hoty Gros; 


the eternal Prieſt, who prays for us with inex- 


preſſible groans(e): 
II. That there will be no Reſurrection of 
the F leſh; that there was only a ſpiritual F Reſur- 


rection from Sin to Grace(f). 


III. They condemned Marriage. | 
IV. They held that no one could be ſaved 
who was not artived at the age of adults; and 
conſequently; that all who die in infancy are 

damned; 
v. That Paradiſe was no real 188 but only 
the j joy and ſatisfaction of the Soul(g). | 
ry T HE 


(e) Fleury. (F) Fleary. (e) Echard, 


1 


HERE TICAL HISTORY. 


OF THE 


FOURTH CENTURY. 


THE MELETIANS. 
A. D. 301. 


WG LETIUS, Biſhop of Lycopelis in 
T hebais, having been convicted of ſacri- 
ficing to Idols, was, in the Diocleſian perſecu- 


tion, impriſoned and degraded by a Council 
held by Peter Biſhop of Alexandria. Upon his 


releaſe, Meletius cauſed a ſchiſm about the year 


301, ſeparating himſelf from Peter, and theother 


Biſhops, charging them, but particularly Peter, 
with too much indulgence in the reconciliation 


of Apoſtates(a). "'M the Council of Nice, 


A.D. 


| (a) Fleury, I. 502. 


— — . 9 PR * 
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A. D. 325. He was permitted to remain in his 
own city, Lycopolis, but without the power 
either of electing or ordaining, or appearing 
upon that account either in the country or city: 

ſo that he retained only the mere title ot 
Biſhop(4). His followers at this time were 
united with the Arians. Meletius reſigned to 
Alexander, Biſhop of Alexandria, the Churches, 
over which he had uſurped ſuperiority, and died 
ſome time after. When he was dying, he na- 
med one of his diſciples his ſucceſſor. Thus the 
ſchiſm began again, and the Meletians continued 
their aſſemblies(c). They continued to the end 
of this century, particularly in Egypt d). 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


They embraced the Novatian hereſy ; teach- 
ing, that Apoſtates, upon their repentance, 
ought not to be admitted into the Chriſtian 
aſſemblies. They alſo aſcribed ſanctity to fre- 
quent waſhing, with many other Jewiſh cere- 
monies(e). 


E:3 The 
(5) Theodoret, hos 1. 9 a e Fleury, II. 78. | 
(4) Theodoret. Ce Euſebius, Theodoret, Socr. 


Hier, Auguſtine, Danzus. 


The Ws penn DoxArlAxs, CLAu- 
DIANISTS, URBANISTS, RoGATIsTs, 
FIRMIANS, PRIMIANISTs, MAx1MI- 
NIANISTS, PARMENIANISTS, CI- 
CUMCELLIONES, 


A. D. 31. 


HESE Schiſmatics took their name of Do- 

natiſts from their firſt author, Donatus, a a 
Numidian by birth, and Biſhop of Caſe-Nigre, 
or Calamet(a), He began his ſchiſm by dolaring 
againſt Cecilian Biſhop of Carthage, and refuſed 


to communicate with him, laying to his charge 


that he had been ordained by Felix Biſhop of 
Aptungus, whom they falſely accuſed as a 
Traditor, i. e. one who in time of perſecution 
had delivered up the holy Scripture to the hea- 
then Inquiſitors. The Biſhops of Numidia, 
Joining with Donatus, ordained Majorinus Biſhop 


of Carthage in the room of Cecilian, though 


he was then only Lector of that Church, and 
had been formerly one of 7 ucilla's menial Ser- 


yants, In the year 31 305 Denatus and his 


F riends 


60 Opt. de Schif. Don. (i) Reg. Lab. H. T. I 


3 
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Friends, to juſtify their conduct, and their elect- 
ing a new Biſhop, accuſed Cecilian before a Coun- 


cil held at Rome, in the apartment of Fauſta, 
in the palace of the Lateran, Friday Oftober 
2d( a), which acquitted Cecilian, and condemn- 

ed Donatus as a ſlanderer, and the chief author 
of the ſchiſm( S). In 314 the Donatiſts, pretend - 
ing the Biſhops at Rome had not judged impar- 
tially, accuſed Cecilian again in the council of 
Arles in Provence, aſſembled by order of Con- 
fantine, in which Cecilian was again declared 
innocent, and the Donatiſts were condemned(e). 

The Donatifts appealed from that judgment to 
the Emperor at Milan, November gth, A. D. 316, 

who exculpated Cecilian, and declared his 


adverſaries calumniators, and cauſed an infor- 
mation to be drawn up againſt Sylvanus, the 


Corypheeus of their party. Soon after, a ſevere 
law was made againſt them ; but in the year 
321 the Emperor, abating the rigor of it, recall- 


ed thoſe whom he had baniſhed four years 


and fix months before, granting them liberty of 


| conſcience. Donatus died in exile about the year 


350, and Parmenianus ſucceeded in his Biſhoprick. 
Their ſchiſm extended as far as Rome, where 
they were called Montenſes, i. e. Mountaineers, 

| becauſe 


(a) Opt. L. 1. Auguſtine, Brev. Coll. diei n. n. 33. 
65 Coll. Carth. p. 149. (c) Regia, Tom. II. Labbe 
Harduin, Tom. J. 5 
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becauſe they aſſembled in a cave which was in 
Mourtain( a). They were divided into ſeveral 
parties, and from their principals called Clau- 
dianiſts, Urbaniſts, Rogatiſts, Firmians, Primi- 
aniſt:, Maximinianiſts and Parmenianiſts( o). They 
were called Circumcelliones, from their wandering 
circum cellar, about the Monks cells(c). Fleury 
tells ys, that towards the decline of this cen- 
tury, there were 400 Donatiſt Biſhops in 
Africa(d). They continued till the VIIth centu- 
ry(e). For a more particular account of this 
hereſy the Reader is referred to Optatus, de 
Schiſmate Donatiſtarum, Libri VII, Folio, Paris 
1679. Auguſtine wrote againſt them, 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That their party alone were the true 
Church; all the reſt of the Churches they held 
as proſtitute and fallen. 

II. That Baptiſm out of their Sect was null; 
an that perſons baptiſed by others 
ought to be Er V). WY. 


The 


(a) Fleury, II. 36. 426. (8) Fleury, IT. 667. 
(6) Auguſtine, (4) 7 leury, II. 667. Ce- Danæus. 
2 Auguſtine, plat. 


The ARIANs, or EUSEBIANS, EUDOX- 
IANS, ACACIANS, AETIANs, Euxo- 
MIANS, ANOMAANS, and Exou- 
'CONTIANS. 


A. D. 314. 


Fant & was a Native of Lybia, and had 
ſome time followed the ſchiſm of Meletius; 
but leaving them, he was reconciled with Peter, 
Biſhop of Alexandria, and ordained Deacon by 
him. He had not been ordained Deacon long, 
before he was driven out of the Church for cen- 
ſuring Peter's conduct in communicating the 
followers of Meletius. In the year 311, Novem- 
ber 25th(a) Peter ſuffered martyrdom, be- 
ing the ninth year of the perſecution, and 
was ſucceeded by Achillas(b), who received 
Arius into the Church, upon his ſoliciting par- 
don. He permitted him to exerciſe his office 
of Deacon, and at laſt promoted him to the 
Prieſthood. Upon the death of Achillas, in the 


year 313, Alexander became N of Alexandria. 
At 


(s) Siricii Epift. Conc. t. 3. P. 101. (00) St. Jerome. 
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At that time Arias was Rector of a Church in 4lex- 
audria, called Baucalis. He had aimed at the 
epiſcopal dignity, and was affected that Alex- 
ander ſhould be preferred before him. Finding 
nothing blameable in his conduct, he watched an 
opportunity to attack his doctrine, which ſoon 
preſented itſelf. Alexander ſpeaking in a very 
warm manner, before the Preſbytery and Clergy 
of his church, concerning the Trinity, par- 
ticularly declared th at the Son of Gop was co- 
eternal, co-eſſential, and co-equal in dignity 
with the Farhrx. Arias pretended that this 
aſſertion was opening à door to Sabellianiſm; and 
therefore he oppoſed him, urging, that if the 
FATHER begot the Son, he who was begotten muſt 
have a beginning, and muſt owe his exiſtence to 
ſome other prior being. Alexander at firſt en- 
deavoured to reclaim him by admonitions; but 
theſe proving ineffectual. and not being able to 
bear an oppoſition to his principles from one 
of his Preſbyters, he commanded Arius to for- 
bear the uſe of thoſe expreſſions, and to em- 
brace the doctrine of a conſubſtantiality, and 
co-eternity, of the FaTHer and Son; which 
was alſo. ſtrenuouſly afferted by Athanaſius. 
But Arias not being thus to be convinced, 
| Alexander aſſembled a Council about the year 
320 (of 100 Biſhops, according to Stack- 
bouſe) and excommunicated him and his adhe- 
| r ents. 
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rents(a). Arias finding himſelf condemned left 


Alexandria, and retired into Paleſtine, where he 
met with protection, and wrote to Euſebius, 
Biſhop of Nicomedia. He went into Nicomedia, 
and there compoſed his Thalia, and other 
hymns, to ſpread his dotrine(s). Euſebius, his 
protector, procured Councils to be aſſembled in 
Bythinia and Paleſtine, in which Arius was received 
into communion. He obtained leave of Pau- 
linus, Biſhop of Tyre, Euſebius of Cæſarea, and 
Patrophilus of Scythopolis, to preach in their pa- 
riſhes. The Emperor, being greatly diſturbed at 
this controverſy in the Church, ſent letters to the 
Biſhops of the ſeveral provinces of the Empire, 
to aſſemble together at Nice, in Bythinia; and 
accordingly no leſs than 318 aſſembled, A. D. 
325(c). They there drew up and ſubſcribed a 
Creed, which, from the place where they were 
aſſembled, was called the Nicene Creed(®*). They 
| then 
(a) Fleury, II. 36. () Fleury, II, 47. (e) Labbe, 

| * The Nicene Creed. 

«© We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
% maker of all things viſible and inviſible; and in one 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, begotten and only 
4 begotten of the Father; that is, of the ſubſtance 
77 (ex rng v ru IIal eos) of the Father, God of God, 
« Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
« not made, conſubſtantial with the Father, by whom all 
« things were made both in Heaven and in Earth; who 


« for us men and for our ſalvation deſcended and was in- 


« carnate; and was made Man, ſuffered, and roſe again 
«© the third day, aſcending into the Heavens, and will 
come to judge the living and dead. We believe alſo 
« in the Holy Ghoſt. | „ 


- 
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then proceeded to excommunicate Arius, and 
baniſh him from Alexandria; they alſo condemn- 
ed his explanation of his own doctrine to the 


flames. After an exile of three years Arius was 


recalled by the Emperor, to whom he preſented 
a confeſſion of faith( ), and aſked to be recei- 
N vo 


« The Holy Catholic and Apoſtolic Church anathema- 
* tizes thoſe who ſay that there was a time when the Son 


of God was not, and that before he was begotten he was 


<< not; and that he was made out of nothing, or out of 
another ſubſtance or eſſence, and is created, or change- 
able, or alterable.” Socr. i. 8. | 
This was the Nicene Creed, as it originally ſtood, and un- 
interpolated by the ſubſequent Councils. The latter part, 
containing the anathematizing clauſes, our Church hath 
dropped; and one cannot help wiſhing that the Reverend 
Fathers of the Nicene Council had done the ſame. ; 


+ The Creed of Arius, which he delivered to Conſtantine, 
and upon which the Emperor ordered him to be recalled - 
and reſtored, is thus: | 1 85 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty; and 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Son, begotten of him be- 
«© fore all ages, God the Word; by whom all things were 
«© made in Heaven and in Earth; who deſcended, and was 
„ incarnate, ſuffered, aroſe, and aſcended into Heaven, 
„and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the Reſurrection of the 
“ Fleſh, the Life to come, and the Kingdom of Heaven, 
«© and in one Catholic Church of God diſperſed over all 
& the Earth. | | 

This faith we have received from the Holy Goſpels, in 


Which the Lord ſays to his Diſciple, Go and teach all 
Nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 


* and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. If we do not 
believe theſe things, and truly acknowledge the Father, 
* the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, as the whole Catholic 
Church and the Scriptures teach, to which we yield 
an aſſent in all things, God is our Judge both now and 
at the day of judgment, &c.“ Socr. i. 26. Sox. ii. 27. 
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ved again into the Church, but was oppoſed by 
St. Atbunaſſus of Alexandria. Conſtantine, reſent- 
ing the teſiſtance of that Saint, ſent for Arius 
to Conſtantinople, and ordered Alexander, Biſhop" 
of that place, to receive him to communion; 
but as he was juſt going to be admitted, he died” 
ſuddenly in a public bog-houſe, having loſt 'a 
great quantity of blood(a). Arius was by 
nature well qualified for a ſeducer. He was 
advanced in years before he began this anti- 
trinitarian hereſy, and ſeemed a maſter both of 
zeal and virtue. His appearance was ſedate ; 

his ſtature of an uncommon height; his counte- 
nance ſerious and dejected, and his garb auſtere ; 
for he wore only a tunic without ſleeves. | Be- 
ſides this, his converſation was mild and agreea- 
ble, and well adapted for captivating the mind: 
he was ſkilled in logic, and the profane ſciences. 
His followers were called Euſebians from Euſe- 
bius, Biſhop of Nicomedia ; Eudoxians, from 
Eudoxius, Biſhop of Conſtantinople ; Acacians, 
from Acacius, Biſhop of Czſarea in Paleſtine ; 
Aetians, from Aetius, Deacon of Antioch, and after- 
' wards of Alexandria; Eunomians, from Euno- 
mius, Biſhop of Cyzicum; Anomians, from the 
Greek di,, unlike; Exoucontians, from e ox 
ere, i. e. from nothing, or that which hath no ex- 
iſtence. Thoſe who confeſſed the Sox of Go to 


(a) Achan. in Ep. ad Monach. n. 7. Ke. 
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be like the FaTrex in Nature, in Exiſtence, ini 
Efſence, in Subſtance; and in every thing elſe; 
though not the ſame; were. called Semi-Ari- 
ans (a). In the year 360 the Arian doctrine 
univerſally obtained. The face of the Church ap- 
peared quite deformed and disfigured( b); the 
whole world faw itſelf, with aſtöniſnment; all 
on a ſudden become Arian(c) ; the Boat of St: 
Peter, to uſe St. Ferome's Expreſſion, was toſſed 
by furious winds, by violent ftorms; and was 
upon the point of ſinking, and no hopes of ſafety 
ſeemed to be left(d): This hereſy ftill continues 

| to 


At the Council held at Seleucia; the Semi-Ariaus drew 

a Creed in theſe words. ED | 

«© We acknowledge and believe in one God, the Fa- 
ther Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, of things 
« yifible and inviſible. We believe alſo in our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, his Son, begotten of him withour paſſion 
i (arabic) before all ages, God the word, the only be- 
© gottenof God heir Light, Life, Truth, and Wiſdom; by 
% whom all things were made, in Heaven and upon Earth, 
«© viſible and inviſible. We believe that in the end of 
« Ages; to aboliſh fin, he aſſuined fleſh of the holy Vir- 
« gin Mary, and became man, and fuffered for our offences, 
4% and roſe again, and was taken up into Heaven, and 
, fitteth at the right hand of the Father; and ſhall come 
% again with glory to judge the living and the dead. 
We believe alfo in the Holy Ghoſt, which bur Lord 
« called a Paraclete (Comforter or Advocate) and promi- 
« fed to ſend, and did ſend to his diſciples after his depar- 
« ture; by which alſo he ſanctiſies all thoſe in the Church 
«© who believe, and are baptized in the name of the Father, 
% and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” Socr. ii. 40. 


(e Ruff. I. 1. 25. (4) Idem, L. 1. c. 21. () Hier; 
min Lucifer, p. 143, & in Chron, (4) Idem, ib. 
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to ſpread ; and its tenets are as; openly eſpou- 

ſed as they are wicked and, abſurd ; and, to the 
ſhame of our nation, the ruin of ſouls, and 
for a puniſhment for our groſs irreligion and 1 im- 
morality, it is permitted to grow and increaſe. 
Arianiſm, in attacking the Divinity of Jzsvs 
CurisT, lays the axe to the very foundation of 
the Chriſtian faith; and, except the impending 
ſtroke be averted, Chriſtianity muſt fall, and 
Religion be no more. Happy for us, could we 

now boaſt a St. Athanaſius, a St. Hilarius, or St. 
Ambroſe, who would again enter the liſts, and 


fight for the Catholic Church. 


THEIR DOC TRINES. 


I, Arius aſſerted that the Sox is not unbegot- 
ten, nor in any manner a part of the unbegotten 
Gop, nor from any part of the material world; 
but that by the will and council of the Fa- 
THER, he exiſted before all time and ages, the 
only begotten ' and unchangeable ; and that 
therefore, before he was begotten or formed, he 
was not (2). That, in reſpect of his high order 
and ſublime dignity, Gop- had appomoeddulyy to 
be werſhipped as himſelf (h). 

II. That CHRIST at his Incarnation - took 
upon him a human Body, but not a human 

Soul. 


(a) Fleury, II. 38, 42, * 3775 440. (6) Burn. Artic. 
P-. 50. | 
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Soul. That his pre-exiſteht Spiritual ſub- 
ſtance ſupplied the place of the Soul. 

III. That the HoLy Glos was a cteature of 
the SON. | 

They re-baptized thoſe who had | been baptiv 
zed by the Orthodox. In their Doxologies, 
they aſcribed Glory to the FarhER, in the Sow, 
through the HoLy GHosr. 


THE COLLUTHIANS: 
A.D. 316. 


Tas ſect roſe on occaſion of the indulgence 

ſhewn to Arius by Alexander, Patriarch of 
Alexandria. Several people being ſcandalized. 
at ſo much condeſcenſion, and, among the reſt; 
Colluthus, a Prieſt of the fame city, he hence 
took a pretence for holding ſeparate aſſemblies; 
and by degrees proceeded to the ordination of 
Prieſts, as if he had been a Biſhop, pretending 
a neceſſity for this authority, in order to oppoſe 
Arius. About the year 319(4), ata Council held 
at Alexandria by Qſius, Rilhop of Corduba, now 


Cordoua, 


(4) Regia, T. II. Lakhs; J. 


' 
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Cordoua in Spain; his ordinations were declared 
null; and he himſelf returned to the Church ; fo 
that this Sect ſoon came to nothing(a). 


HIS DOCTRINE. 
1. That God did not create the wicked, and 
that he was not the author of the evils that 
befall Men(b). 


II. That a Preſbyter miglit JE AR 


(a) Fleury, II, 37. 52. (% Auguſtine: 


The AUD/EANS, or ANTHROPO- 
MORPHITES, 


A. D. 318. 


| DAUS, from whom this Set wert denomi- 


nated Aud.cans; was à Syrian of Meſopotamia, 
famous! in his country for his Zeal, and regularity 


of his conduct. The too great liberty he took 
to reprove the failings of the Eccleſiaſtics ren- 


dered him inſupportable, and the bad uſage 
his auſterity drew upon him, obliged him to 
ſeparate from the Church. He got himſelf or- 
dained Biſhop by another Biſhop, who had alſo 
ſeparated from the communion of the Church. 
In the year 325 the Emperor baniſhed him into 

| Scylkia, 
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Scytbia, where he lived many years, converted many 
of the Goths, and eſtabliſhed monaſteries amongſt 


them. At firſt he, and his followers, were only 
Schiſmatics, but ſoon became Heretics. They 


all ſubſiſted by their own labor, Biſhops and 


Prieſts, as well as the Laics'a). 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 

I. They, through great ſimplicity, took the 
Scriptures every where in a literal ſenſe, that, 
as God made Man in his own image, ſo * 
imagined Man in the ſame form. 

II. They celebrated Eaſter always on the 
14th day of the March Moon, after the example 
of the Jews, contrary to the expreſs decree of 
the Council of Nice. 


(a) Epiphanius, 70, 79, 80. Lad. Trip. L. i. c. 11. 


Auguſtine, cap. I. Theodoret, lib. iv. c. ix. Jo. Joach, 


Schroder, Ditſertat, de Audzanis,publiſhed in Voigt's Bibli- 


othece Hiſtoria Hæreſiolog. t. i. part. III. p. 578. 


12 — 
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THE PHOTINIANS. 
A. D. 340. 


HOTINUS was a native of Ancyra, the 
| Metropolis of Galatia, and Biſhop of Sir- 
vum, or Sirmich, the capital city of Hhricum. 
He had been the diſciple of Marcellus, Biſhop of 
Ancyra. He had an eaſy method of ſpeaking, 


> 4 
"4 


was 
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was eloquent and perſuaſive, which gained him 
great power over his People after he was conſe- 


crated Biſhop ; but his life was corrupted, and 
his doctrine ſoon became ſo too. He eſpouſed 


the ſame opinions with Paulus Samoſatenus. In 
the year 345, he was condemned by the Coun- 


cil of Antioch(a); in the year 347, by the Coun- 
cil of Milan( o). However, he ſtill maintained 
his ſee, till he was depoſed by the Council of 
Sirmich, A. D. 351 (c), and by the Emperor ſent 
into baniſhment, where he ſpent the remainder 
of his life, during which time he compoſed a 
piece againſt all hereſies in general, with an 
intent to eſtabliſh his own. He wrote in Greek 
and Latin(d). The Emperor Julian ſent him a 
letter, commending him for denying the Divi- 
nity of Jesus CHR ISTHC e). Photinus died A. D. 

375. (377, Cave) in Galatia, whither he had 
been baniſned. This hereſy was, amongſt 
many others, anathematized in the Council of 
Conſtantinople, A. D. 381 f. ). This * Was 


revived by Socinus. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That there is no Trinity, or diſtin&jon of 


Perſons in the GophEAD. 
| K 2 . That 


(4) Fleury, II. 15 8 (6) Regia, T. III. (c) Labbe 
T. II. & Harduin. F. (4) Fleury, II. 191, 192. 
(e) Idem, II. 303. hgZeveregius, Regia, T. III. 
* . 


— — 
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II. That the FarHER alone is Gov. | 

III. That the Word, and the HoLy GHosT, 
are only divine Virtues. | 

IV. That Gop had not a Sox before Jzsus 
Cukisr was born of the Vixein Mary by 
the operation of the HoLy GnosrT. 

V. That Jzsus CHRIST was a meer Man. 

VI. That the HoLy GHosT did not ng 
my exiſt( a). 

(a) Socr. Sozo. Auguftine, 9. Matt. Larroque, de Photino, 


et ejus multiplici condemnatione. Thom. Ittigius, Hift, 
Photini in app. ad Librum de Hæreſiarchis Avi Apoſtolici. 


55 n * | WS 


The THEOPASCHITES, or DEIPAS- 


_ SIANS. 
A. D. 345. 


2D N US gives this heretical ſect of 
Chriſtians, the above Greek and Latin 


name, from 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 
That CHRIST ſuffered in his Divine na- 


ture (D). 
5 | 7 The 


(5) Theodoret, Auguſtine, Danzeus, 219. 
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The APOLLINARISTS, VITALIANS, 
or DIMOIRITES. 


A. D. 362. 


(a) APOLLINARIS, of Laodicea, was a Man 

of uncommon parts, great penetra- 
tion, and univerſal learning ; and had at firſt 
been ſo zealous a defender of the orthodox 
faith, that he was looked upon by all, particu- 
| larly by Epipbanius and Athanaſius, as one of 
the great champions of that cauſe( 5), and rank- 
ed by Philoſtorgius with Bail, and Gregory Nazian- 
zen( c). He contracted a ſtrict friendſhip with 
Actbanaſius, when that Prelate paſſed through 
Laodicea in 349 in his return to Egypt, and ever 
after maintained a cloſe correſpondence with him; 


on which account he was excommunicated by 


Gregory the Arian Biſhop of that city (d). When 
the Arians began to prevail in the Eaſt, Apollina- 
ris was cruelly perſecuted by the Men in power 
of that party, and at laſt driven into exile(e). 
Baſil wrote ſeveral letters to him, and in thoſe 
he writ to others, often mentions him as a perſon 
for whom he had the greateſt eſteem(f). He is 
ſaid to have excelled in the knowledge of the 
2 Scrip- 

(a) Bower's Hiſt. Popes, I. 203. (5) Baſil. ep. 293. 


Epiphanius, 77. c. 24. (c) Suidas, p. 273. (4) Soz. 
L. I. c. 25. (e) Nil. L. i. ep. 257 % Baſil, ep. 82. 
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Scriptures, which he publicly interpreted at 
Antioch, where he had Ferom among the many 
Diſciples who flocked from all parts to hear 
| him(a). But he was equally verſed in human 
learning, eſpecially in Poetry ; and his know- 
ledge in that branch of literature proved very 
_ uſeful in the time of the Emperor Julian: for 
that Prince having by a law debarred the 
Chriſtians from peruſing or ſtudying the Pagan 
Authors, Apollinaris, to ſupply the want of thoſe 
writers, compoſed ſeveral pieces in imitation of 
them, and, among the reſt, a Poem compriſing 
the Hiſtory of the Fews to the time of Saul, 
and divided into twenty four books, which he 
diſtinguiſhed by ſo many letters of the Greek 
alphabet, as Homer had done(b). He likewiſe 
wrote Comedies, Tragedies, Lyric Verſes, &c. 
imitating Pindar in the latter, and Meander and 
Euripides in the two former(c). The Tragedy, 
intitled CukIS T's ſufferings, which is to be found 
among the works of Gregory Nazianzen, is 
| by ſome aſcribed to Apollinaris; but that 
piece does not at all anſwer the great opinion 
Sozomen ſeems to entertain of him. His 
paraphraſe in Hexameter verſe, on the P/alns, 
the only entire work of his that has reached 
our times, is an elegant, exact, and ſublime 


| tranſlation of them, greatly commended and 
| admired 


(a) Hier. ep. 65. (5) Soz. L. v. c. 18. (e) Id. i. 
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admired by the beſt judges(a). His Poetry 
proved very ſerviceable to him, when he began 
to broach his Hereſy ; for great numbers of 
people, eſpecially Women, embraced his doc- 
trine, being taken, and in a manner inchanted, 
with the ſweetneſs of his Verſes ; for he compo- 
ſed a great many Songs and Odes, equally 
pious and elegant, adapted to all occaſions, and 
on all occaſions ſung with ſuitable airs by his 
followers (3). To theſe Gregory Nazianzen no 
doubt alludes, where he ſpeaks of the P/alms of 
the Apollinariſts, to which the P/alms of David 
had given place; of thoſe ſweet and ſo much ad- 
mired verſes, which were looked upon by them 
as a third Teſtament(c). It waschiefly to oppoſe 
the progreſs Apollinaris made, by the inſinuating 
means of his Poetry, that Gregory Nazianzen 
applied . himſelf to that ſtudy. About the year 
362, Apollinaris was raiſed, in conſideration of 
his great piety and learning, to the ſee of 
Laodicea in Syria, in which city he was born, 
according to the moſt probable opinion, and 
had ſpent the greater part of his life. About 
the year 392, Apollinaris died, having maintained, 
to the hour of his death, the ſame ſentiments 
in which he lived; and with them, the fame 
outward appearance, at leaſt, of a moſt holy and 

1 exemplary 


(a) Soz. "er. Une 9. p. 76. (3) Soz. L. vi. c. 25. 
(c) Naz. orat. 52. p. 745 f 
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exemplary life(a) ; which is all the authors of 
thoſe times will allow him. His followers were 
called Vitalians, from Vitalis, whom he made 
Biſhop of his party at Amioch and Dimoirites, 
from 9yuorgirns, i. e. one that makes two parts, 
becauſe he divided the Soul into two parts(9). 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 


I. They maintained that Cyr1sT had not a 
Human Underſtanding, which the Greeks call 
vc, and the Latins nens; but only a Body and 
Senſitive Soul, buxn, as Beaſts have; and that 
the Divinity was to him inſtead of an Under- 
ſtanding(c). Thus, they allowed him, ſays St. 
Auſtin, the Soul of a Beaſt, but denicd him that 
of a Man(d). 
II. That the Body of CarisT came down 
from Heaven; and conſequently, that it was of 
a different nature from ours; that it was diſſi- 
pated after the Reſurrection; ſo that he had been 
Man rather in appearance, than in reality; and 
his Birth, Paſſion, Death, and Reſurrection, were 
meer illuſions. > 


MY * They 


(a) Hier. vir. illuftr, c. 104. (5) Danzus, p. 183. 
() Pearſon, p. 238. Epiphanius, 77. c. 23. Theodoret, 4. c. 
8. Ath. de Incar. p. 615. Nem. L. 1. p. 710. Naz. orat. 
16. p. 722 6040 * in o JO; hom. 47: | 
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III. They taſight the doctrine of the MiNlenariens; 
thatCuRisTſhould reign a thouſand years on the 
Earth, and that all the Ceremonial Law ſhould 
be again obſerved, viz. Circumciſion, the Sab- 
rg the diſtinction of Meats, bloody Sacrifi- 
ces, &c{a). 
The Apollinariſts diſtinguiſhed chanblees from 
the Catholics, by cauſing the following words 
to be fixed on the front of their houſes ; We 
muſt not adore a Man that bears a God, but a God 
that bears Fleſh. 


(a) Fleury. II. 4 11 47 7» 550, 551. .—See Bayle's Dic- 
tionary.--'The Theodoſian Code, t. vi. p. 144.-- Baſnage's 
Hiſtoria Hæreſis A pollinari is. 


THE LUCIFERIANS. 
A. D. 362. 


HIS ſect were rather Schiſmatics than 
Heretics, and had their riſe from Luciſer 
Biſhop of Cagliari, the metropolis of Sardinia. 
The occaſion of the ſchiſm was, that Lucifer 
would not allow the Decree made in the Council 
of Alexandria, A. P. 362, for receiving the apoſ- 
tate /rian Biſhops. He oppoſed it with ſo much 
obſtinacy, that, rather than yield, he choſe to 
ſeparate himſelf from the communion of the 


reſt, 


«<7 a 7 
b 
I 
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reſt, and to form a new Schiſm, which bore his 
name, and ſoon gained a conſiderable footing, 
eſpecially, in the Weſt; ſeveral perfons no leſs 
diſtinguiſhed for piety than learning, and among 
the reſt Gregory, the famous Biſhop of Elvira, 
having adopted his rigid ſentiments. As Lucifer 
is honored by the Church of Rome as a Saint, 

and his Feſtival is kept on the 2oth of May(a), 
Baronius pretends that he abandon'd his ſchiſm, 
and returned to the communion of the Church, 
before his death(s). But his contemporary Ruffi- 
nus, who probably knew him, aſſures us, that he 
died in the ſchiſm which he had formed(c). 
Lucifer died A. D. 370. | 


THEIR DUCTAINE; 

They entertained erroneous notions concern- 
ing the human Soul, whoſe generation they 
conſidered as of a carnal nature, and maintain- 
ed that it was transfuſed from the Parents into 
the Children. FA 

| | The 


(a) Bolland. Mau 20. p. 207. (5) Bar. ad ann. 371. 
(e .. _—— . 
&c. Tillemont, Memoires pour ſervir a l' Hiſtoire de I'Egliſe. 
t. vii. p. $21. Edit. Paris. Auguſt, c. Ixxxi. W 


The MACEDONIANS, MARATHO- 
NIANS, or PNEUMATO- 
MACHI. 


A. D. 362. 


THE Semi- Arians, ſeparating themſelves from 
the communion of the pure- Arians, began to 
form a diſtinct ſect, and to be called Macedonians, 
from Macedonius, Biſhop of Conſtantinople, but de- 
poſed by the pure-Arians, in the Council they held 
in that city in the year 360, to make room for 
their great Champion Eudoxius, tranſlated for- 
merly from Germanicia to Antioch, and now 
from Antioch to Conſtantinople. They were called 
Marathonians, from Marathonius, Biſhop of Nico- 
media, who, together with Macedonius, was at 
the head of the party; and Pneumatomachi, i. e. 
Enemies to the Holy GrosT, whoſe divinity 
they denied. They led very auſtere, regular, 
and edifying lives; and for that reaſon, they are 
highly recommended and extolled by Gregory 
Nazianzen(a). No wonder, therefore, that 
they 


(a) Gregory Nazianzen, orat. 44. 
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they ſoon ſpread all over the Eaſt, and gained 
every where great numbers of followers. At 
Conſtantinople, and in the neighbouring cities 
and provinces, they were followed, not only by 
the greater part of the people, but by ſome 
perſons of diſtinction, by ſuch as were moſt re- 
markable for their piety, by intire Monaſteries 
of Men and Women(a). The inhabitants of 


Syꝛicum, in the Propontis, were almoſt all of this 


ſect; and we are told of ſome Miracles wrought 
by a Macedonian of that place (o), which Baro- 


ius will not allow. He is ſaid to have removed 


the Body of Conſtantine from the Church of the 
Apoſtles to that of Acacius the Martyr. They 
were cruelly perſecuted by the Emperor Valens; 
and anathematized in the ſecond general Council 


of Conſtantinople in the year 38 1c). 


THEIR DUCTRISS 


They rejected the Divinity ofthe Hol VGHOS ; 
their principal tenet being, that the Holy 
GHosT was a meer Creature, though above the 
Angels. | | | 

The 


(a) Ruffinus, L. 1. c. 25. . (5) Socr. L. 2. c, 45. 
L. 4. c. 4. L. 5. c. 8. (c) Regia, III. OF 


A.D. 376.] 1 


The ANTIDICOMARIANT TE, AN- 
TIMARITR, or HELVIDIANS. 


A. D. 376. 


HEY were called Antidicomarianite, from 
urid xos, an Enemy, and Maęia, Mary; An- 
timaritæ, from avri, againſt, Maęia, Mary; Hel- 
vidians, from Helvidius, a principal perſon 
amongſt them. They were moſt numerous in 
Arabia, and the adjacent countriesca). | 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


That Mary did not preſerve her immaculate 
ſtate, but had ſeveral Children by Foſeph after 
the birth of Jzsus CHRIST. | 


THE 


(a) Epiphanius, Ixxviii, Ixxix. p. 1003. 


THE COLLYRIDIANS. 
A. D. 375. 


80 denominated from idolizing the Virgin 
Mary, worſhipping her as a Goddeſs, and 
offering to her Cakes, Keaaupides, They dreſſed 
up a Chariot, and placed in it a ſquare ſeat, which 
. they covered with a Linen Cloth, and at a ſtated 
time of the year, during certain days preſented 
a Bread Loaf, which they offered in the name of 
Mary, and afterwards divided it amongſt them- 
ſelves. St. Epiphanius wrote againſt this extra- 
vagant ſuperſtition, and ſhewed them how to 
diſtinguiſh the honour which ought to be paid 
to the Virgin, and that worſhip which is only 
due to God. This Sect had its firſt riſe in Thrace, © 
and the upper Scythia; whence it afterwards 
ſpread' into Arabia, and there were few of their 
Women that were not infatuated with it(a). 


. THEIR DOCTRINE. 

That the Virgin Mary was a kind of Divinity, 
and as ſuch ought to be worſhipped, and her 
favour and protection ſought by libations, 
ſacrifices, and oblations of Cakes (Collyrides. ). 


THE 


(a) Epiphanius, lxxix. p. 10057. 
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„ 
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THE PRISCILLIANISTS, 
A. D. 378. 


HFH E firſt Author of this ſect was one Marx, 

an Egyptian, of Memphis, and a Manicbee; 
who coming into Spain(a), made a Woman of 
diſtinction, named Agapa, his firſt Diſciple: after- 
wards he brought over El/pidins, the Rhetorician, 
and Agagius(b). Of the two latter, Priſcillian 
vas the Diſciple. From Jerome we learn, who 
quotes Jrenzus, that Mari paſſed from the banks 
of the Rhone into Aguitain, and from thence into 
Spain(c) ; which gave Baronius reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that he firſt infected Gaul (d). But we find no ſuch 
aſſertion by Irenus. And, beſides, Ferome con- 
founds the ſects of the Marcefians with the Pri/- 
cillianiſts and the author of the former, who 
was cotemporary - with Jrenæus, with the 
author of the latter. Priſcillian, who 
gave name to this ſect, and was gained 
over by the above-named Zhpidinus and Aa- 
gius, was rich, and nobly deſcended, had ex- 
traordinary parts, and great fluency of ſpeech. 
He was able to endure watchings and hunger: 
he lived upon little, and had no intereſt to ſerve; 


but 
| (a) Sulp. L. 2. p. 170. Iſid. Hiſp. de Scrip. Eceleſ. c. 2. 
(3) Id. ib. (e) Hier, ep. 29. (4) Baran, ad 


ann. 381. n. 113, 114. 
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but was of a hot, unquiet temper, vain and con- 
ceited of his knowledge, and profane learning; 
in the ſtudy of which he beitowed great pains. 


He had read a great deal, was curious, and in- 


quiſitive(s). He brought over many perſons cf 
quality to embrace his doctrine, both Men 
and Women ; and even ſome Biſhops, namely, 
Vegetinas, Symphoſius, Inftantius, and Saluianus; 
the two latter into an indiſſoluble league and 


alliance with him (5). In the year 380 he, 


and his followers, were condemned by the 
Council of Saragoſſa(c). He was then but a 
Layman, but ſoon after he was ordained Biſhop 
of Labina, or Lavila, ſuppoſed to be Avila, one 
of the cities of Galicia, by two Biſhops of his 
own party. In the year 384, or, as Baronius(d) 
in his Annals writes, A.D. 387, the ringleaders 
of this ſect were put to death by the Emperor 
Maximus, having been convicted before the 
Magiſtrates of the groſſeſt immoralities. Theſe 
were Priſcillian himſelf, Felicifſimus, and Armenus, 


two Eccleſiaſtics, who had but very lately em- 
braced his doctrine; Aſarinus and Aurelius, two 
Deacons; Latronianus, or, as Ferome calls him, 


Matronianus, a Layman; and Eucrocia, the widow 


0 f 


(a) Hier. in Iſai. 64. p. 240. Sulp. L. 2. p. 170. 


(5) Sulp. ib. p. 171. (c) Regia, III. Labbe, II. Hard. I. 
(4) 1 ad ann. 387. n. 65, 66. ext. 1. ep. Rom. Pont. 
P- 4 5 . 
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of the Orator Delphidius, who had profeſſed elo- 
quence in the city of Bourdeaux a few years 
before. Theſe were all beheaded at Treves. 
The reſt of Priſcilliar's followers, whom they 
could diſcover or apprehend, were either baniſh- 
ed or confined. The bodies of Priſtillian, and 
thoſe who ſuffered with him, were conveyed by 
the friends and adherents into ain, ahd there 
interred with great pomp and ſolemnity ; their 
names were added to thoſe of other Saints and 
Martyrs, their firmneſs extolled, and their 
doctrine embraced by ſuch numbers of Proſelytes, 
that ſptead in a ſhort time over all the provinces 
between the Pyrenees and the Ocean( a). The 
author of the notes upon Sulpitius Severus tells 
us, that he faw the name of Priſcillian in ſome 
not very ancient Ma#tyrologies. In practice they 
did not much differ from the Manichees; the 
ſame, or nearly the ſame, infamous myſteries 
being common to both: for in the Tryal of 
Priſcillian, before the Emperor Maximus, it ap- 
peared that he had countenanced all manner of 
debauchery, that he had held nocturnal aſſem- 
blies of lewd Women, and that he uſed to pray 
naked among them. See the ſummary of their 
doctrine extracted from their own books, by 7. 
ribius, and ſent by him to Pope Leo( h). 

L nnn 


(a) Hier. ep. 29. (5) Conc. t. 4. p. 1737. Leo1. op. 
t. I. p· 400, | 


3 
„„ 
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THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. That the Souls of Mena) were of the ſame 
ſubſtance as God; and that they came down to 
the Earth voluntarily, through the ſeven Heavens, 
and through certain degrees of principalities, to 
fight againft the Evil Principle, the author of 
the world, who diſperſed them into divers bodies 

of fleſh(5). 

IF. That Men were joined to certain fixed 
Stars, and that our body depended on the twelve 
ſigns of the Zodiac, attributing the head to 
the Ram, the neck to the Bull, the ſhoulders 
to the Twins; and ſo of the reſt of the body, 
according to the dreams of Aſtrologers. 

III. They held, with Sabellius, that the Fa- 
THER, the Son, and the Hory GnosrT, were the 
ſame, making no real diſtinction between the 
Perſons. 

IV. They did not entirely reject the Old 
Teſtament; but they explained it all in an alle- 
gorical ſenſe, and added many apocryphal wri- 
tings to the canonical books of Scripture. 

V. They rejected Marriage for no other rea- 
ſon, but becauſe it confined a Man to one 
Woman, and a Woman to one Man(c). They 
held their aſſemblies in the night, Men and 

Women, 


(a) Leon. ep. ad. Turrib. (3) Fleury, III. 170. 
(e) Auguſtine, 70. p. 13, & Leo, ep. 93. 
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Women, promiſcuouſly ; ; they prayed naked; 
and there was no lewdneſs they did not en- 
courage and practiſe. 

VI. They held it no crime to ſpeak contrary 
to what they thought and believed, and to con- 
firm with an oath what they ſaid when they were 
talking to people of a different perſuaſion. 
This was one of their favourite maxims, which, 
above all others, they took care to inculcate to 
their Proſelytes, often repeating to them, and 
among themſchves, the famous verſe, 


Jura, perjura, fecretum prodere noli. 
| Swear, forſwear, but never betray a fecret(a). 
VII. They held, with Marcion and Mani- 1 ; 
cheeus, that Jzsus CHRIST had not true fleſh, „ 


nor a true human nature. 
VIII. They denied the Reſurrection. 


1 Ws is. 5 


(% Auguſtine, ib. ep. 253. & ad Con. c. 2. 
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THE JOVINIANISTS. 
| A. D. 385. 


OVINTAN, by birth a Latin, had ſpent his 
youth in all the auſterities of the monaſtic 
life; faſting, living upon bread and water, 

going bare-footed, clothed with an old tattered 

black garment, and earning his ſcanty liveli- 
hood with the ſweat of his brow, his hands 
being callous with long and hard labqur(a). 

But with his doctrine, he changed his manner ; 

for leaving his monaſtery, which was at Milan, 

he came to Rome, where, renouncing his former 
auſterities, he gave himſelf up to all manner of 
debauchery, to redeem, as it were, the time 


loſt(5), obſerving celibacy merely to avoid the 


troubles and anxieties attendant upon marriage, 
and not becauſe he apprehended there could be 
in this life any merit in continency, or any 


reward allotted for it in the next(c). He ſoon 
found many followers at Rome. Several of 


both ſexes lived many years in a ſtate of virgi- 


_ and mortification, being ſeduced and 
„ miſled 


(a) Hier. in Jovin. L. 2. t. 2. P. 94. (6) Id, ib. 
c. 25. Amb. ep. 7. (e) Amb. ep. 7. | ; 


: 
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miſled, in the words of St. Auſtin, by the cavils 
of that impious wretch(a). Syricius, Biſhop of 
Rome, at the requeſt of two Laymen, Pamma- 
chius and Viforinus, who were, as Ambroſe and 
Ferome ſay, venerable for their piety, and illuſ- 
trious for their birth( 5), aſſembled the Prieſts, 
Deacons, and other Eccleſiaſtics at Rome; and 
having examined the doctrine of Fovinian, they 
declared it contrary to Scripture, and cut him 
off for ever from the communion of the 
Church, with the moſt ſanguine promoters of 
his tenets; viz. Auxentius, Genialis, Germinator, 
Felix, Prontinus, Martianus, Fanuarius, and 
Ingenius(c). Fovinian and his followers, upon 
this condemnation, fled to Milan, with an in- 
tent to engage Ambroſe, Biſhop of that place, 
in their favour, as likewiſe the Emperor Theo- 
doſius, who was then in that city: but Syricius 
immediately diſpatched three of his Preſbyters 
to Milan, Creſcentius, Leopardus, and Alexander, 
with letters to that Church, which are preſerved 
amongſt Ambroſe's Works(d), acquainting them 
with what had happened at Rome. In conſe- 
quence of this letter he was rejected by Am- 
broſe, and driven out of the town by the 
Emperor. From Milan, Fovinian returned to 
Es the 


(a) Auguſtine, hæreſ. 82. Hier, in Jovin. L. 2. c. 23. 
2) Amb. ep. 6. Hier. ep. 26. (c) Amb. ep. 6. 


(4) Id. ep. 7. 
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the neighbourhood of Rome, where his follow - 


ers continued to aſſemble, under his direction, 
till the year 398, when the Emperor Honorius 
commanded him and his accomplices to be 
whipped with ſcourges armed with lead, and 
baniſhed into different iſlands(a). Jovinian 
himſelf was confined to Boas, a ſmall iſland on 
the coaſt of Dalmalia( h), where he died about 


A. D. 406, amidſt all the jollity and mirth of a 


banquet( c). Jovinian wrote ſeveral books, 
which were anſwered by Ferom in the year 392. 
He did not, like Helvidius i in the year 383, when 
he denied the Virginity | of Mary, pretend that 
her Huſband had knowledge of her; but that 
Curisr' S body, if 1 it were real, and not acreal, 
muſt break that kin which is the token of 


Virginity(d, ). as 


THEIR DOCTRIN E. 

I. That all Sins are equal(« e). This is omitted 
by the Abbe Fleury; and Danæus thinks it a faiſe 
inference drawn from ſome other of his tenets. 

II. That Man cannot fin after he is regenera- 
ted 1 in es; Y. 5 

III. That 


040 Cod. Theod. 16. t. 5. L. 53. 00 Hier. in Vie, 
e. ib. (4) Danes, 233» (% Kuguſtine. 
Auguſitine. 


E 
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III. That all thoſe who ſhall have preſerved 
the grace of Baptiſm, ſhall have the ſame 1 re- 


ward in Heaven. 
IV. To which they added, FOR Ferom, tlris 
ſhocking Doctrine, That a Virgin was no better than 


4 married Woman(a). 


(a) Hier, ep. 50. 


* 
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The MESSALIANS, EUCHITE, or 
ENTHUSIASTS. 


A.D, 385. 


GT. . Epiphanias gives us an account of this ſect 
of Fanatics. They were called Mezſſalians 
from the Chaldee, and «y:ra: from the Greek, 
ſignifying People accuſtomed to pray; e9$5:a5ns 
1s one that pretends to be inſpired, They roſe 
in the time of the Emperor Conſtantius, and 
were condemned, the Abbe Fleury(b) ſays, in 
a Council 390; but what Council I am not able 
to find out, as no mention of it is made in the 
Collectio Conciliorum magna regia, or the Collectio 
magna Conciliorum by Labbe, or in the edition of 
L4 the 


() Fleury, II. 627, 628, 629. 
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the Councils by Father Harduin, the Feſuit. 
They lived an idle, vagabond life, both ſexes 
living promiſeuouſly together. They ſeemed ta 
be agitated to violent motions during prayer, 
and gave out their dreams for prophecies. 
They were baniſhed out of Syria by Flavianus 
Biſhop of Antioch, and retired into Pamphylia, 
where they made many converts. St. Ampbilo- 
chus, Biſhop of JTconium, wrote againſt them. 
They were condemned in the General Council 
of * Epheſus A. D. 431'4). They were often 
denominated Martyrians, from their worſhipping 
as a Martyr one of their own Sect, who had 
been killed by a Soldier; alſo Eupbemites, from 
the Praiſes they ſang to Gop; and Satanici, 
from the worſhip they paid the Devil, whom they 
held to be the Governor of Mankind. | 
Their opinions bear a manifeſt reſemblance of 
the Manichæan dottrine, and are evidently drawn 
from the ſame ſource from whence the Maniche- 
ans derived their errors, even from the tenets 
of the Oriental Philoſophy. From the following 
account of their doctrine, it appears that the 
Meſſalians were a ſort of Myſtics, who ima- 
gined, according to the Oriental notion, that 
two Souls reſided in Man, the one good, and the 
| - other 


(a) Regia, V. 
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other evil; and who were zealous in haſtening 
the return of the good Spirit to God, by con- 
templation and prayer. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. That, in a literal ſenſe, we ought to pray 


without ceaſing. 
II. That manual labour is wicked. 


III. That every perſon at his birth received 
a familiar Demon, who prompted him to com- 


mit evil. 
IV. That prayer alone could drive this 


Demon from the Soul. 


V. That when, by prayer, this Devil was 
driven out, the HoLy Gros ſupplied his place, 
and diſcovered his preſence in a ſenſible and 
viſible manner, by freeing the Body from the 
impulſes of the paſſions, and the Soul from all 


tendency to evil. 


* 


VI. That whoever was in this ſtate, had a 
clear ſight of futurity, and contemplated the 
BLESSED TRINITY with his eyes(@). 
The 


(a) Epiphanius Ixxx. p. 1067, Theodaret L. iv. c. v. p. 6a, &c. 


n [Cent. IV. 


* 


— 


The BONOSIANS, or BONOSIACS. 
= 
A. D. 385. 

9 OSUS was Biſhop of Naiſſus, in Dacia, 


or, as we meet with it in ſome authors, of 
Sardica, the metropolis of that province. At the 
Council of Capua, which met the latter end of 
the year 391 » Bonoſus was accuſed of a crime 
againſt the Canons of the Church and the Law 
of Gop(a), and likewiſe of hereſy. What his 
crime was, we cannot now inform ourſelves. 
His hereſy I have gathered from St. Auſtin(b), 
and St. Ambroſe(c). He had, before, been 
condemned by Damaſus, Biſhop of Rome, who 
died A. D. 384(d). The Council of Capua 
committed the hearing of his cauſe to the 
| Biſhops of Mecodon, his neighbours, under their 
Metropolitan Any/ius, Biſhop of Theſſalonica(e). 
The Biſhops aſſembled, agreeably to the order 
of the Council, and Bonoſus appeared before 
them; but they were ſo well convinced of the 
truth of the charge, that they immediately ſuſ— 
pended him from all Epiſcopal functions; 
1 


(a) Mercat, t. 2. p. 128. (86) Auguſtine, ep. 150. 
(c) Amb. ep. 5. (4) Merc. ib. (e) Amb. ib. 
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at the ſame time writing a letter to Syricius 
Biſhop of Rome, declaring their abhorrence of 


the deteſtable error, That the Virgin Mary ſhould 
have other Children than Chriſt. Bonoſus died 
A.D. 410; but his Doctrine did not die with 
him, being maintained by ſome, two hundred 
years after his death. Pope Gregory makes men- 
tion of them, the latter end of the VIth Cen- 
tury(a). That Pope writes that the Church 
rejected their Baptiſm, becauſe they do not 
baptize in the name of the Three Divine 
- Perſons, as alſo does Gennadius(b). But the 
Council of Arles, held in the year 452, by 
the ſeventeenth Canon commands the Bono- 
aus to be received into the Church by the 
Holy Unction, the Impoſition of Hands, and 
a confeſſion of Faith; it being certain, that 
they baptize in the name of the Trinity(c). It 
is to be obſerved, that ſeveral writers have 
confounded the Bongſians with the Photinians, 
who did not baptize in the name of the three 
Perſons; and by them both Gregory and Gen- 
nadius were miſled(d). 


T H E IR 
(a) Gregory, L. 9. ep. 61. (3) Id. ib. Gen. dog. 
Ce 52. (c) Avit. frag. p. 188. (4) Vide 


Concil. t. 2. p. 1270. and t. 3. p- 663. and t. 4. p. 1013. 
Bower's Hiſt. Popes, I. 266. n. B. 
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THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. They taught that JEsus ChRisr was 2 
mere Man. 
II. That the VIX I Mary had other 


Children after the birth of CHRIST(a). 


(a) Amb. ep. 5 and Inſtit. Virg. p. See Whitly, I, 
9. 125. Stackhouſe, 631, 632. f 5" 


; 
w —j— INES — 


THE AERIANS. 
A. D. 38 5. 


ux US, a Preſbyter of Sebaſtia, in Pontus, 

and a follower of Arius hereſy, being diſ- 
appointed of the Biſhoprick of Sebaſtia, Euſta- 
thius being advanced to that dignity in prefer- 
ence to him, left the Biſhops' communion, and 
drew a party after him, whom he perſuaded, in 
order to make them adhere to him in oppoſition 
to their own Biſhops, that Biſhops and Preſbyters 


were of the ſame order, and that there, is no 


act of religion, which a Preſbyter is not as 
capable of performing as a Biſhop. For this 
opinion, chiefly, he is ranked among the heretics 
by Epiphanias, his contemporary, who calls it a 
Notion full of folly and madneſs, They were 
| = driven 
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driven out from all churches, and out of 
all the towns and villages, and were obliged 
to aſſemble in the woods, caverns, and open 
fields. 
THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. They held that there was no diſtinQion, 
founded upon Scripture, betwixt a Preſbyter 
and Biſhop. 
II. That Jzsus CHRIST was a mere Man. 


| [Aerianiſm is ſaid to be the riſe of 
the Preſbyterians, ſo conſiderable now a- 
mong us. ] 


— 
8 


THE HYPSISTARIANS. 
A. D. 300. 


80 called from Tiles, the higbeſt, becauſe 
they were worſhippers of the moſt high Gop, 
whom they worſhipped, as the Jews did, in one 
Perſon, only; and they obſerved their Sabbaths, 
and uſed diſtinction of Meats, clean, and un- 
clean; though they did not regard circumciſion, 
as Gregory Nazianzen, whoſe father had been 
once of this ſe&, informs us in his account 
of 
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of them(a). They elected a Major, or Patriarch; 
uſed the rite of baptiſm ; but diſcarded all Re- 
velation, admitting only Natural Religion(5). 
They were afterwards called Cælicolæ, which 


ſee in the next Century. 


(a) Bingham, vii. 306, (8) Jortin's Rem. on Eecl. 
Hiſt, Vol. II. p. 90. | & 


THE 


1 


HERETICAL HISTORY 
OF THE 


FIFTH CENTURY. 


1 


THE MELITONIANS, 
A. D. 403, 


ECEIVED their name from one Melito; 
of whom all we know is, that he taught 
the following 


DOCTRINE. 


I. That the image of God conſiſts in the 


body of Man, a). 
II. That Gop is corporeal(5). 


THE 


(a) A ug uſtine. : (2) Danzus. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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THE TRIFORMIANS. 


A. D. 403. 


HI S ſect is anonymous in Auguſtine. 
Danes gives them this name from their 
error. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. | 
That the Father conſiſts of a Triple Form, 
or three parts, whereof one is the FarRRR, 
another the Son, and the third the HoLy 
GrosT; which parts, of themſelves, are 
imperfe&, but in conjunction complete the 
Divine Nature. 


The ABELIANS, ABELONIANS, 
| ABELOITES, or ABELITES, | 
4. D. 460 


WERE ſo called from their profeſſing to imi- 
tate Abel, the Son of Adam. This ſect 
of Heretics aroſe ; in * not far from Hippo, 

but 
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but were ſoon ſuppreſſed. Authors are divided 
about the foundation of their praddice z fome 
ſay on I. Cor. vii. 29. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. ' 

Their diſtinguiſhing tenet and practice, 
was to marry, and yet live with their Wives 
in profound abſtinence, without carnal know- 
ledge of them(a). 


(a) See Auguſtine. 


THE METANGISMONITES, 
A. D. 403. | 


g called from the Greek METHY FITS, which 
ſignifies, to decant, or pour one liquor out 

of one veſſel into another; but, according to 
St. Auſtin, the entrance of one veſſel within 


another. 


THEIR DOCTRINE, 


I. That Gop is corporeal (2). 
II; That the Sox is in the Far HER, after the 


manner that a ſmaller veſſel is within a 
larger( c). 


M #:-: mas 


(5) Auguſtine. (e) Id. 


5 PR — —— 
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(162) Tceent. V. 


THE CALTECD LE, 
A. P. 405. 


HEY took did name from their hereſy. 
They were chiefly known in Africa(a). 


See Hyp/iſtarii, in the laſt Century. They were 
condemned by the a 46 of the Emperor 


Honorius. e e eee DE 4 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


That the Heavens ought to be worſhipped, 


i. e. the Gop of Heavens; in whom they denied 
any plurality of perſons (). They joined Cir- 
cumciſion and Baptiſm together(c). 
Bo TT 1 | The 
(a) Flea II. 50. (2) Bingham, vii. 305 
* 8 


The PELAGIANS, or CELESTIANS. 
A. P. 405. 


* hereſy received its names from the 
authors of it, PeLacrvs, and his diſcip 

CeLtsrTIvs. Pelagius was a native of Wales*, and 
of mean parents. His name in the Britiſh lan- 
' guage was Morgan, ſignifying Sea-born, from 
whence he had his Latin name Pelagius. He 
was a Lay-man, but a Monk by profeſſion, re- 
tiring from the world, for religious ſtudies and 
devotions ; but I do not find from any ancient 
writers, that he ever confined himſelf to a 
monaſtery ; nay, the wandering life he led is a 
ſtrong proof he never did. He was a Man of 
extraordinary parts, great genius and penetra- 
tion, and capable af defending his opinions, 
when once embraced, with the ſtrongeſt reaſons 
that could be offered. For this character of 
him we are obliged to Sr. A ftin(a). But St. Ferom 

i | = gives 

He is commonly ſtyled Pelagius the Briton, to diſtin- 
guiſh him from Pelagius of Tarento, who lived about the 


ſame time. Aug. ep. 106. Prop. contra Ingrat. L. I. c. 1. 


Ca) Auguſtine ad Bon. L. ii. c. 3. 
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gives him a very different one; ſpeaking of 
him with the greateſt contempt, as if he had 
no genius, and but very little learning a): but 
this we are not to be ſurpriſed at; Jerom never 
could ſee any thing commendable in thoſe whom 
he oppoſed. He lived many years in Rome, 
much eſteemed( 2); ſoon after the taking of 
that city by Alaricus, or, as the Abbe Fleury 
will have it, a little while before(c), he ſet 
ſail for Africk 3 in the year 410 was at Hippo, 
and in 411 at Carthage(d), when the famous 
conference was held there between the Catholics 
and Donatiſts. From Carthage he paſſed into Egypt, 
and at laſt came to Jeruſalem, where he reſided a 
long time(e). From hence he wrote his ex- 
cellent Epiſtle to Demetrius. In the year 415, 
he had a conference with the famous Oroſius; 
and in that year he was heard and acquitted by 
the Council of Dioſpolis, a city in Paleſtine, 
known in Scripture by the name of Lydda. The 
Council. conſiſted of fourteen Biſhops, and 
Eulogius, Biſhop of Cæſarea, preſided; but no- 
body appearing againſt him, and none of the 
Biſhops being well enough acquainted with the 
Latin tongue to underſtand his books, and he 


8 | 
(a) Janſ. Hiſt. Pel. p. s. (6) 8 ep. 99. 
. © £4) Auguftine, de Gel. Pe- 


lag. c. 22. fe. Augudline, ib. 
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diſowning ſome of the propoſitions drawn u 

againſt him, and anathematizing all thoſe who 
held doctrines repugnant to thoſe of theCatholic 
Church, the Council pronounced, at the ſug- 
_ geſtion of Fobn Biſhop of Feruſalem, who had 
countenanced him, the following ſentence. 
Since the Monk Pelagius, here preſent, bas  ſatigjie ed 
us as to his doerine, and anathematized with us 
whatever is contrary to the true Faith, we "ackno: W- 
ledge him to be in the Communion of the Church*(a). 
About this time he compoſed the four books 
f upon Free will, againſt Ferom. Soon after he 
is condemned by the Biſhops of the province 
of Carthage( b); and their example is followed 
by the Biſhops of Numidia, aſſembled at t Miileſum, 
and by Innocent, Biſhop of Rome. This con- 
demnation, ſo ſolemn and general, was attend - 
ed with the wiſhed-for effect. It greatly 120 | 
the reputation of Pelagius, ſtaggered many o 

his followers, and deterred others from em- 
bracing his doctrines. In 417 Pelagius wrote 
two letters to Pope Innocent, and with the latter 


28 


ſent his confeſſion of faith; but he being dea 


o.. M 3 befors 


This Council St. Ferom ſtyles, the pitiful Syncd of Diaſ- 
polis; but St. Auguſtine calls them, Holy and C atholic Fudges. 
Hier. ep. 79, ab Auguſtine, Geſt. Pel. c. 1. 


(a) Auguſtine, Geſt. Pel. e. 6, 11, 20, 29, 30, 35, ep- 
96, 106. Hier. ep. 79: () Augaſtine, ep. 95+ 


NT 


o 
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before, they were delivered to his ſucceſſor 
Zaſiuus. In the confeſſion of faith Pelagius 


owned, that Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtered to 


Children, as well as to the Adult; and that, notwith- 
ſtanding our Free-will, we want the aſſiſtance of 
Grace(a). In this confeſſion he did not diſown 
any of his tenets; but not thinking it ſafe or 
adviſeable openly to own them, he induſtriouſly 
declined explaining himſelf more diſtinctly on 
either of the above-mentioned heads. Zo/imus was 
fully ſatisfied with this confeſſion. In the mean 
time the African Biſhops, aſſembling in Coun- 
cil at Carthage; from all the provinces of Africa, 
and ſome even from Sain, condemned their 
doctrine again, and more diſtinctly than they 
had hitherto done. This Council met on the 


fiſt of May in the year 418, conſiſted of 225 


Biſhops, and enacted eight Canons, anathema- 


. tizing the Pelagian doctrine concerning Grace 


and Original Sin(3). To theſe eight Canons 
they added ten more, on Diſcipline. The Em- 


peror Honorius, alſo, this year enacted a ſevere 


Law againſt the Pe/agians, dated at Ravenna, the 
zoth of April, and addreſſed to Palladius, then 
| „ 


"Ga Auguſtine, Gr. ch. c. 30, and Pec. Orig. c. 18, 19. 
0 Conc. L. 2. p. 1121. Auguſtine, ep. 47. 
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Prefettus Pretorie*, commanding Pelagius and 
Celeftius to be driven from Rome (a). Zaſimus, 
the ſame year, condemned the confeſſion of 
faith he before had approved of, and anathe- 
matized the Pelagian doctrine, declaring Pela- 
gius, and his diſciple Cæleſtius, for ever cut off 
from the communion of the Church, unleſs 
they publicly renounced, to uſe his own words, 
the poiſonous tenets of their impious and abominable 
ſeft(b). About the year 419 the doctrine of 
Pelagius was again condemned in a Council held 
at Antioch; and in another, at which preſided 
the famousT heodorus of Mopſueſtia, that met about 
the year 421(c). Soon after this Council, Pe- 
lagius, ſtyled by Ferom the ſecond Catiline, was 
driven from Feruſalem(d). What came of him 
afterwards, is not recorded. CELesT1us, the firſt 
M 4 and 
Honorius. in his addreſs to Palladins, declares, he had 
been informed, that Pelagius and Celeſtius wy t, in oppo- 
fition to the authority of the Catholic Church, that God 
had created the firſt Man mortal; that he would have died, 
whether he had or had not ſinned ; that his Sin did not paſs to 


his Deſcendents; and ſeveral other impious errors, that 
_ diſturbed the peace and tranquillity of the Church. 


„ + The Emperor, no doubt, ſuppoſed Pelagins to have 
been in Rome, when he paſted this ſevere law; but he was 
moſt certainly at that time in Pale/tine. 


(a) Bar. ad Ann, 418.n 206; (3) Avguſtine, Pecc. 
*r 3 & 4. in Jul. L. 1. c. 4. ad Bon. L. 2. c. 3. 
(c) Merc, 


Comm. c. 3. (4) Hier. ep. 55. 


| 
1 
1. 
g 
| 
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and chief Diſciple of Pelagius, was a native of 
Scotland or Ireland ; or, according to ſome, of 
Campama in Haly(a ). He was of noble extrac- 


tion; and bred up to the Law, which quitting, | 
he retired to a monaſtery(b). We have his 


character given by St. Jerem, and St: Huſtin; 


but they widely differ in their opinions of his 


parts: the one commends him as a good writer, 
and thoroughly acquainted with the ſubtilties 
of logie; while the other allows him neither 
genius nor talents(c). He quitted Rome with 
Pelagius, and croſſed with him into Africa, and 
remained at Carthage, while Pelagius went into 
Paleſtine(d). During his reſidence at Carthage 


he was a candidate for Prieſts orders; but as he 
did not uſe any precaution in propagating his 


hereſy, he was ſoon diſcovered, and accuſed by 
one Paulinus a Deacon, and condemned by 


a Council held there{e) ; after which he fled to 


Epheſus(f), where he was well received by tlie 
Biſhop of that place, and even preferred to the 
Prieſthood ; but being, at laſt; driven from 


Epheſus, he went to Conſtantinople, but was ſoon 


FREIE that city by Atticus, the Biſhop( g.). 


From 

(a) Hier. in Jer. & Gernerius in Mar. Mercati (3) Gen- 
nad. de Script. Eccleſ. c. 44. (e) Auguſtin, ad 
E on 2. c. 3. Hier. ad Cteſiph. c. 3. (4) Auguſtine, 
2 (e) Auguſtine, ep · 89. % Auguſtine, 
ib. &. de Geſt. Pel. c. 11. 2 Auguſtine, ep. 90, 92. 
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F romConſtantinople he repaired to Rome, and pre= 
ſented himſelfto Zofimus, complaining of the judg- 
ment given againſt him by the African Biſhops. 
He likewiſe drew up a confeſſion, which he laid 
before the Pope (h). Zeſmus, pleaſed with this 
pretended ſubmiſſion, received Cæleſtius kindly, 
favoured his cauſe, but determined nothing; 
In the year 418 the ſame Pope intended to re- 
examine the matter; but Czleſtins, conceiving 
it impoſſible to diſſemble his real fentiments any 
longer, privately withdrew from Rome, and was 
not heard of till three years after, when he 
again appeared there(c). Zeſmus, however, ex- 
communicated hm and Pelagius. In the year 
421 Cæleſtias returned to Rome, and applied to 
Celeſtine, then Pope, to have his cauſe ex- 
amined anew ; but Czleftine, rejecting his re- 
gueſt with indignation, cauſed him to be baniſh- 
ed all Italy(d). From Rome he repaired to Cu- 
ſtantinople, with Julian, and the other Biſhops 
of the Pelagian Party, who all met there with a 
more kind reception; but were ordered by Theo- 
aofins the younger to depart that citye). Of 
Czleſtizs no farther mention is made by any of 
| the 


(8) Auguſtine, Gr. C. e. 30. 33. = Angeber, 
Pec. Origin. e. 8. (4) Proſp. in Coll. 9 {c) Garn. 
in Mercat. p. 144 


iJ. 
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the ancients. About the year 428 the Pelagian 
doctrine began to prevail, almoſt univerſally, 
in Britain. The leading man of the party here 
was one Agricola, the Son of a Britiſh Biſhop 
named Severianus ; (a) but St. Germanus, Biſhop 
of Auxerre, coming over, exetted his wonder- 
working powers, and by miracles checked its 
progreſs, and in a ſecond journey entirely rooted 
up the poiſonous weed, not, leaving a ſhoot be- 
hind. He made his journey hither in the year 


447 (O). 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 


I. That we may, by our own free-wilt; with- 
out the aid of divine grace, do good; or avoid 
evil. 
II. That, if grace were neceſſary, Gop would 
be unjuſt to withold it. 

III. That faith, which is the firſt ſtep to ac 
juſtification, depends uponour owh free-will. 
IV. That the ſin of Adam hurt none but 
him; that children were innocent at their birth, | 
and baptiſm not at all neceſſary to their * 

ance from future miſery. 

v. That grace is only neceſſary to render the 
performance of duty more eaſy. | 


THE 
00 Proſp. Chron. (5) Conſtant, vit. S. Ger, L; 2. c. 1. 


THE PATRICIANS, 


A. D. 440. 


Tus ſect had for theit leader, one Pa- 
= Tzicivs, He taught the following 


DOCTKINGEKE 


I. That the ſubſtance of Man's body was 

made by the Devil, and not by Gop(a). 
II. That it is lawful for a Chriſtian to kill 
himſelf, in order to be diſengaged from the 
body(s). : 


(a) Auguſtine. (&) Id. 


The PATERNIANS, or VENU-= 
STIANS. 8 7 


A. D. 412. 


Y had the art of theſe names from 
their author PaTERNvUS, and the other from 
VEzyvus, 
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Vrxxus, on account of their debaucheries and 
lewdneſs. 


THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. That the lower parts of our body, from 
the navel downwards; were not made by Gop, 


but by the Devil{a). 
II. For which reafon they lived in the greateſt 


| impurity; 


(a] Auguſtine. 
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The ASCITES, 
A. D. 423, | 
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WERE ſo called from &Tx0, A Bottle, 


THEIR DOCTRINE 
That they were obliged to carry about with 
them a Bottle, to intimate that they were new 
Evangelical Bottles filled with Wine, 


THE 


A.D. 428.] 0 173 ) 


* = IE 
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THE NESTORIANS. 


ll D. 428. 


"FT HEY derived their name from the famous 
* Nesrorivs, who was a native of Germa- ' 
uicia, in the province of Comagena( a), but in his 
infancy baptized at Antioch, and educated there. 
He led a monaſtic life in the monaſtery of St. 
Euprepius in the ſuburbs of that city. Theodgfins, 
the Biſhop, ordained him Prieſt, and gave him 
the employment of Catechiſt, to, explain the faith 
to thoſe that deſired baptiſm, and to defend it 
againſt the heretics. And, indeed, he appeared 
very zealous in oppoſing ſuch of them as were 
at that time moſt odious in the Eaſt, viz. the 
Arians, the Apollinariſts, and the Origeniſts; and 
pretended to admire and imitate St. Chryſaſtom. 
He had a very fine voice, and an eaſy delivery; 
but his eloquence was not ſolid: he ſought 

only to pleaſe, and gain the applauſes of the 
people, whoſe eyes he every where commanded 
by his pale viſage, his ragged: brown garment, 
and flow pace. By this means he gained great 
repute 


(a) Danæus. 


| 
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repute for his learning and virtue. In 428 he 
was ordained Biſhop of Conſtantinople. In the 
year 430 began the famous diſpute between him 
and St. Cyril, Biſhop of Alexandria, which the 
reader cannot be diſpleaſed 1 in having a par- 
ticular account of, as it rent the whole Church 
into two oppoſite and irreconcileable factions. 
What gave occaſion to this diſpute was, the 


title of Mother of Gop, which began at this time 
to be commonly given to the Virgin Mary. 


Such a title Neftorius thought very improper, 


derogatory of the majeſty of the eternal Cre- 
ator, and only calculated to lead the unwary into 
groſs miſtakes concerning the myſtery of the in- 

carnation, and the nature of CHRIS TH: for he ar- 
gued, that it could not be ſaid, without a kind of 
blaſphemy, that Gop was born of a woman, that 
Go had ſuffered, that Gop had died, nor, con- 
ſequently, that the Virgin Mary was the Mother 
of God. We muſt not imagine, ſaid he, that 
Gop, or the Word, was born of the Virgin 
Mary; but we ought to believe, that Gop, er 
the Word, was united to him who was born of the 
Virgin Mary. (a) The title of Mother of CHR1<T, 
was that which he thought ſhould be given to 
the Virgin, as containing all that was meant 
by the other, without the impropriety and of- 


fence of the expreſſion, and without danger of 
con- 


(a) Concil. t. 3, p. 1126- Cyr. p- 38. 
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confounding the divine nature of Cnxisr with 
the human. This doctrine was eſpouſed by 
ſome, and oppoſed by others, with great warmth, 
At the head of the oppoſition was St. Cyril, a 
man of an imperious haughty temper. He pe- 
remptorily required Neftorius to acknowledge 
and confeſs the Virgin Mary to be the Mother 
of God ; but Neftorius refuſing, Cyril defamed 
him all over the Eaſt, as a reviver of the he- 
reſy of Paul of Samaſata. Neſtorius, being now 
ſenſible that Cyril was determined to keep no 
meaſures with him, reſolved, in his turn, to keep 
none with one who had given him ſo great 
provocation. He therefore aſſembled a coun- 
cil at Conftantinople, and then, with the unani- 
mous conſent of the Biſhops who compoſed it, 
excommunicated all thoſe who ſided with 
Cyril (a). St. Cyril, ſoon after, ſummoned a 
council at Alexandria, and, by their advice, 
wrote the famous letter to Pope Cæleſtine, which 
has reached our times, in oppoſition to one 
Ne ftorius had before written to that Prelate. (5) 
In conſequence of theſe letters a council was 
aſſembled at Rome, at which aſſiſted molt of the 
Weſtern Biſhops, (c) where Neſtorius was de- 
clared a new and dangerous Heretic, and Cyril 
was highly extolled for the oppoſition he had 
made to it, * judgment of the Weſtern 

Biſhops, 


(a) Concil. t. 3. 
1. 


5 2 Id. ib. p. , 6, 
* Mercat. t. . 1 1 n 


P 
p. 71. 
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Biſhops, Czlefine made Neſtorius acquainted 
with in a letter dated the 11th of Auguſt, 430, 
threatening to cut him off forever from the 
communion of the Church, unleſs he publicly 
condemned the doctrine he had © heretofore 
taught, in the termof ten days from the date of 
that letter. (a) Neftorius, ſoreſeeing the ſtorm 
the diſpute between himſelf and St. Cyril was 
likely to raiſe in the Church, applied to the Em- 
peror Theodgfus for the aſſembling an Qfcume- 
nical Council, which was accordingly ſum- 
moned to be held at Epheſus by Whitſuntide, 
431. The ſentence of depoſition and excom- 
munication was there pronounced againſt 
NMeęſtorius in the following terms: Our Lord Ixsus 
Curr1sT, againſt whom the moſt wicked Neſtorius 
has levelled his blaſphemies, declares him, by the 
mouth of this Council, deprived of the Epiſcopal dig- 
nity, and cut off from the communion of the Epiſ 
copal order. (b 8 As Neſtorius did not appear at 
the Council, it being compoſed of his avowed 
enemies, and they had refuſed to wait the 
coming of the Oriental, i. e. the Biſhops of 
the Patriarchate of Antioch, who were ſuppoſed 
to favour Neftorius, the Seſſions took care to 
acquaint him with the ſentence they had pro- 
nounced againſt him; and the note, which they 
wrote tohim on n that occaſion ſhowed too plainly, 
2 | that 


5 Concil. ib. p. 374, 376. (4) Id. ib. p. 534. 
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that they were ſwayed, in all they did, by paſſion 
alone; for the note was thus directed, To 
NEesToRIvs, 4 ſecond JuDas: (a) While the 
Council was ſtill fitting, the Emperor ſent 
| Neftorins an order, commanding him to quit 
Epheſus, and retire to the monaſtery of St. £#u- 


prepius, near Antioch. (b) The following year, 
432, Celeſtine wrote a very preſſing letter ta 


Theodoſius, dated 15 March, conjuring him, as 
he tendered the purity of the Faith, to confine 
Neſtorius to ſome uninhabited place, where it 
may not be in his power to infe& others with 
his peſtilential doctrine; which was begging 
the Emperor to drive him out, like a wild beaſt, 
to periſh in a deſert. Theodefius, after ſome 
time, yielded to the ſollieitations of Celeſtine, 

and iſſued an order, addreſſed to I/idore, then 


Præfectus Prætorio, enjoining him to cauſe 


Neſtorius to be conveyed to Petra in Arabia, to 
end his days there, by way of atonement for 
the miſchief he had done. With him were 
baniſhed, to the ſame place, Count Irenzus, 
his oreat friend and protector, and Photius, a 

Preſbyter of Conftantinople, who had written in 
| his defence againſt Cyril. (c) The fame year 


the Emperor iſſued an edict, dated the oth of 


N July, 


(a) Coneil. t. 1. p. 560. (6) Evang. I. 1. c. 7 
Concil. t. 3. p. 744. 1 Concil. ib. p. 1058, & 
P- Ap. 25 | 
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July, commanding the diſciples of Neftorius to 
be called $S7monians, to render them odious; 
his books to be every where ſought for, and 
publicly burnt; and all perſons, in whoſe poſ- 
ſeſſion they were, to deliver them up to the 
magiſtrates. By the ſame edict the Neftorians 
were forbidden to hold any aſſemblies in the 
cities, villages, or fields. (a) From Petra, 
Neſtorius is removed to Oaſis, in the deſerts 
between Egypt and Lydia, a place to which the 
greateſt criminals were uſually confined in thoſe 
days. (5) Some time after he had been re- 


moved to Oaſis, that city was taken by the 
Barbarians, named Blemmyes; and he was car- 


ried by them into captivity, but ſet again at 
liberty. He was then removed to the city of 
Panopolis; but being very old, and by the great 
fatigues he was obliged to undergo in being 
removed ſo often from place to place, his 
ſtrength at laſt quite failed him, and he died 
ſomewhere within that territory. (c) Such was 


the end of the famous Nęſtorius, who, for his 


great learning, deſerved a much better fate. 
His ſect ſtill ſubſiſts, it is ſaid, in the Levant. 


| THEIR DOCTRINE. 
. That the bleſſed Mother could not pro- | 


perly be ſtiled 5 


ta) Cod. Teod. t. 6, Ls 190. (8) Socr. 1. 7. c. 34. 
er. 27 : EE 
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II. That there were two perſons in JESsus 
CRRISTͤH; and that the VIRGIN was not his 


Mother as God, but Man. 


= 4 4 1 A A. * 
— — 


THE SEMI-PELAGIANS. 
As >: 430. 
BO UT this time ſeveral perſons at- 


tempted a medium between the errors of 
Pelagius and the opinions of St. Auſtin, which 
they looked upon as two extremes. The Monk 
Caffan, who came from the Eaſt into France, 
and erected a monaſtery near Marſeilles, was the 
firſt who embarked in this undertaking ; and 
hence aroſe a new Sect, which were called SEMi- 
PELAGIANS. Fauſtus of Riex, Vincent of Lerins, 
Gennadius of Marſeilles, Hilerias of Arles, and 
Arnobius the Younger, were its principal de- 
fenders. The Semi-Pelagians were oppoſed 
by the whole united forces of St. Auſtin and 
Proſper, without being extirpated, or over - 
come by them. (4) This Sect was condemned 
by ſome Synods, and was rejected by the 


Church. 


N 2 THEIR 


ta) Voſii Hilt, Pelagiana, l. v. p. 538 — Maffei 
de Hæreſi Pelagiana, t. XXIX, & c. 


| 
| 
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| THEIR DOCTRINES. 
I. That Gop did not diſpenſe his grace to 
one, more than another, in conſequence of Pre- 
deſtination, 1. e. an eternal and abſolute decree, 
but was willing to ſave all Men, if they com- 
plied with the terms of his Goſpel. 
II. That Cur 1sT died for all Men. > 
III. That the Grace purchaſed by CHRIS r, 
and neceſſary to falvation, was offered to all 


Men. : 
IV. That "PIMP before he . Grace, 


was capable of faith and holy deſires. 
V. That Man, born free, was conſequently 


capable of reſiſting the influence of Grace, or 
complying with its ſuggeſtions. (a) 


(a) Baſnage Hiſtoire de V'Egliſe, tom. i. I. xi, c. i. 
p. 696, © 
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THE SAVAGES, 
A. D. 430. 


me ſo called by Danæus, from one branch 
of their Hereſy. 
THEIR D OCTRIN E. 
I. That the ſociety of Men ought to be 
avoided. (a) 
II. That the HoLy Gnosr is a Creature. (0 


(050 Auguſtine, ) ld. 
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THE EUTYCHIANS. 
A. D. 447. 


** Sect were the Diſciples of EuTycars, 
a Monk, and Abbot of a monaſtery of 
30 Monks in the ſuburbs of Conſtantinople. He 
led a monaſtic life 70 years. After Cyril, he 
was the moſt inveterate enemy elagius had. 

In the year 448 the Oriental Biſhops, whom he 
had charged with Pelagi/m, headed by Domnus, 
nephew and ſucceſſor of Jobn in the biſhoprick 
of Antioch, condemned Eutycbes as an Heretic, 
writing at the ſame time a letter to the em- 
peror Theodofius II, informing him of the pre- 
tended errors of this new Heſiarch. (a) In the 
ſame year Euſebius, Biſhop of Doryleum in Phrygia, 
accuſed Eutyches, in a Council held by Flavian, 
Biſhop of Conſtantinople, to examine the judge- 
ment paſſed by Florentinus, Biſhop of Sardis, 
and Metropolitan of Lydia, againſt two of his 
ſuffragans. (5) Eutyches was ſummoned to 
appear before this Council upon an appointed 
day: he refuſed to obey the firſt, and the ſe- 
N 3 cond 


(a) Facund. J. 12, c. v. (5) Theod, Ep. 86. Act. 
Concil. Conſtant. int, Act. Concil. Calced. p. 150. 
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cond ſummons, pleading ſickneſs ; but upon a 
third ſummons being iſſued, he complied, and 
on the 22d of November appeared before the 
Aſſembly, ſurrounded with great numbers of 
Monks, Officers, and Soldiers, not knowing to 
what extremities the Fathers of the Council 
might ſuffer themſelves to be carried by their 
great zeal for what they called the Purity of 
the Faith. After he had, with great candour, 
declared his tenets, and acknowledged two 
Natures in CHRIS H before the Union, and but 
one after it, nothing was heard through the 
whole Council, but curſes and anathemas. He 
was urged to retract his opinions; but refuſing, 
the Council proceeded to paſs ſentence, decla- 
ring Eutyches fully convicted of having revived 
the hereſies of Valentine and Apollinaris, and 
therefore degraded from the ſacerdotal dig- 
nity, cut off from the communion of the 
Church, deprived of the government of his mo- 
naſtery; and all, who for the future ſhould con- 
verſe with him, were in like manner ſeparated 
from the communion of the Faithful. This 
ſentence was ſigned by 29 Biſhops and 24 
Abbots. (a) Eutyches, finding himſelf thus 
condemned, appealed to the Patriarchs of Rome, 
Alexandria, of Jeruſalem, and to ſeveral other 


Biſhops, 


(a) Conc. Act. 7. int. Act. Calced. p. 230, (6) Con- 
Cl. t. 4. p- 101. 
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Biſhops, that is, to an  Zcumenical Council, 
which, according to a circular letter, dated 
the 3oth of March, 449, was fummoned to meet 
at Epheſus the firſt of Auguſt. (a) The Council, 
though it had been appointed to meet on the 
firſt of Auguſt, did not aſſemble till the eighth, 
when they met in the great church, where the 
firſt Council of Epheſus had been held eighteen 
years before. There were preſent 149 Biſhops, 
counting thoſe who aſſiſted in perſon, and the 
deputies of thoſe who did not. Dioſcorus, Bi- 
. ſhop of Alexandria, preſided by the Emperor's 
expreſs order, ſeated on a high throne, The 
Biſhop, who was the Pope's firſt Legate, (either 
Julius of Puxzoli, or Julianus of Coop) held the 
ſecond rank; Domnus of /intioch was placed 
after Juvenalis of Feruſalem, and Flavianus of 
Conſtantinople after both. To the Deacon Hi- 
larius, Pope Leo's other Legate, and Dulcitius, 
the Notary of the Roman Church, was afligned 
the laſt place of all. ( Flavianus, and the other 
Biſhops wha had condemned ZAutyches in the 
Council at Conſtantinople, were declared parties, 
and conſequently excluded from voting. Eu- 
tyches, upon the Fathers being ſeated, was ſum- 
moned to appear, and to give an account of his 
faith. He complied with the order, and pre- 
ſented a confeſſion of faith, declaring that he held 
1 NA the 


1 


(a) Concil. t. 4, p. 101. ' (8) Conc, t. 4. 257 


£ 
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the doftrine of Nice, with that of Cyril, as 
approved by the Council at Epbeſus, and fin- 
cerely anathernatized Manes, Valentine, Apol- 
lnaris, Neftorius, and all who had condemned 
the Church, from the time of Simon the Ma- 
gician : in conſequence of this confeſſion, his 
doctrine was declared orthodox; and the whole 
Council joined, as one man, in crying out 
aloud, I boever admits of two Natures, let him be 
anathematized, let bim Be ariven out, torn in 
Pieces, maſacred. (a) He was reſtored to the 
communion of the church, and the govern- 
ment of his monaſtery. Flavianus and Euſebius 
were declared anathematiſed, and depoſed, as 
was alſo 1bas, Biſhop of Edeſa. Flavianus ap- 
pealed from the 8 pronounced againſt 
him by Dioſcorus, the Preſident of the Council, 
ſaying rap 6e, (S) 1 except agoinſt you, ro a 
general and free Council. Dioſcorns, and the 
Biſhops of his party, being irritated at that ap- 
peal, after beating him in a moſt barbarous 
manner, ordered him to priſon, and the next 
morning into exile. The Soldiers appointed 
ro attend him, dragged him as far as Epipus in 
Lydia, two days jou rney from Epheſus, where 
he died with the bruiſes he had received in the 
council three days before. (c) In the year 455, 
on 


Aa). Leo Ep. 39, Jo. | () ee. 
0 1d. E | „ N 
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on the 8th of Ofober, (a) a Council was held at 
Calcedon, which conſiſted of 630 Biſhops, This 
Council met in the great church of St. Eupbemia, 
and condemned the errors of Eutyches, depoſed 
Dioſcorus, and revoked every act of the Council 
of Epheſus. After this condemnation, we find 
nothing more recorded with regard to Eatyches. 
Leontius, Superior of the Ayr Monks, re · 


vived his hereſy about the year 600, and main- 
rained that we ought to ſay, one of the three 


2 in the Trinity ſuffered on the croſs. 
THEIR DOCTRINE. 
I. Entyches taught, that as there was but one 
[OT ITLN ſo there was bur one Nature in 
CHRIST, 4M ptaar £346. E. * Br 


II. That this nature conſiſted of the human 


and the divine nature, become one by the hy- 
poſtatical union. 


(a) Conc. t. 4. p. 69. Liberat. C. 13. 


—ͤ—ũ— — '. ' ——— 
THE ACE PHALI. 
A. D. 482. 

Ts Schiſmatics were diſtinguiſhed deal the 

writers of theſe times by the name of Ace- 
phali, as they had, at firſt, no particular head or 
leader. They were firſt heard of in Egypr, 
about the year 482. When Petrus Mongus, 
Biſhop of Alexandria, received the Henoticon of 
the Emperor * by which he was to anathe- 
matize 
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matize the Council of Calcedon, only with 
reſpect to the controverted doctrine of the t. 
natures, maintained by Neſtorius, and denied by 
Eutyches, ſome of his Clergy, out of the irrecon- 
cileable hatred they bore to that Council, con- 
tinued to anathematize it without limitation or 
reſtriction; and rejecting the Henoticon, ſepara- 
ted themſelves from their Patriarch, and aban- 
doned him for his inconſtancy, becauſe he had 
received it, after he had, not long before, in the 
warmeſt manner, declared himſelf for the Coun- 
cil of Calcedon. The name Acephali, in proceſs 
of time, was extended to all, in general, who 
refuſed to admit the Council of Caledon. Pope 
Hormiſdas, in a letter, which he wrote to the 
Preſbyters, Deacons, and the Archimandrite of 
the ſecond Syria, taxes the Acephali with holding 
the oppolite errors of Neſtorius and Eutycbes(a); 
and Nicephorus, that they acknowledged but one 
Nature in CHRIST, with the Eutychians, and two 
Subſtances, with the Neſtorians(S). | 
THEIR DOCITEINKE 

They taught, in a more rigid manner, the 
doctrine of Eutyches, with regard to the one 
nature. See above. | 


(a) bye: Conſtan. ſub Menn. AR. 5. (e) Niceph, 
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